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CHAPTER I 
INTRODUCT I ON 
Origin of S tudy 
F ew people intere sted in modern Chin e s e  h i s tory 
c an avoid s tudying Dr . Sun Yat- s en ( 1 8 6 6 -1 92 5 )  • Sun i s  
important t o  the world -in many d i f ferent way s . He 
succ e s s fu l ly founded the f i rst repub l ic in both Chinese 
and As i an h i s torie s , systematic a l ly introduced a serie s of 
plan s  to his f e l low country people with the intent ion to 
save them f rom an impending cata strophe , and appears to 
have used some techniques c l osely connec ted to the Wes tern 
educ ation he rece ived in expres s ing h i s  idea s  and idea l s . 
The impending catastrophe , a s  Pearl Buck reported , 
cou ld c ome from e ither the i gnorant rul er o f  the Chine se 
Empire or the Great Powers . 1 Sun a l so emph a s i zed : 
What are the d i sasters which threaten u s  and from 
what direct ion do they come ? They c ome f rom the 
Great Powe r s , and they are: .f i r s t , po l i tical 
oppre s s ion ; second , economic oppres s ion ,  and third , 
the more rapid growth of population among the 
Power s .  The se three d i s a s ters f rom without are 
a lready upon our heads , a�d our peop l e  are in a 
mos t  dange rous si tuation . 
The f o l lowing books , which Sun c omp le ted between 
1 9 1 6 and 1 92 1 1 provide evidence that he introduced some 
plan s  for h i s  people : 
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Doc trine o f  S un Wen ( another name for Sun Yat- s en ) , 
b a s ed on h i s  formula that " to know i s  dif f icul t ,  
but to carry out is easy . " ( for " P sychologic a l  
Recon s truc tion11 ) 
The I nternational Deve lopment of China . ( for �'Material 
Recon s truc tion " )  
The Prel iminary S teps to Democ racy . ( for " S oc ietal 
Recons truc tion 1' )  3 
H i s  f amous di scourse " Three P rinc ip l e s  of the 
Peop l e , "  a l so a plan for the recons truc tion of hi s country , 
was original ly expres sed through s ix teen l e c tures ( s ix for 
" The P r inc iple of National i sm , " s ix for " The P r incipl e  of 
Democ racy , "  and four for " The Princ ip l e  of L ive l ihood " ) , 
though not f in i shed before h i s  death in 1 92 5 . A s  described 
in one book: 
I n  J anuary , 1 924 , Dr . Sun started a s e r i e s  of 
l ec ture s on the " Three Princ ipl e s  o f  the P eople " 
in the hal l o f  Kwang-tung S enior Norma l S chool in 
C an ton . . . .  Each lecture l as ted for two hour� . 
The l e c tures cont inued from January to Augu s t . 
The book , Three P r inc ipl es of the Peopl e , i s  a resu l t  of 
both Mr . Hwang Chang-ku ' s  stenographic report of the l ec -
' . . 5 d d ture s and Mr . T sou Lu s rev1 s 1on s . S un wa s even e sc r ibe 
as a " born orator " : 
Sun Yat� s en_ wa s a born orator. H i s  s traight , 
s l ende r  f igure , h i s  thin square f ac e , h i s  burning 
and f e ar l e s s  eye s , impres sed a l l  who s aw h im , and 
when he s poke , h i s  deep and ardent voic e  wa s 
irre s i s tibl e . But mo st convinc ing of _a l l  wa s h i s  
hon e s ty . I ntegrity shone from h i s  every l ook , 
and i t  was c l ear to a l l  that here wa s an un se l f i sh 
man , devoted to the freedo� of hi s c ountry and 
the bene f i t  of hi s peopl e .  
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I t  i s  a l s o  a common ly-he ld trui sm in Chine s e  soc iety that he 
wa s the f ir s t  po l i tic a l  f igure in Chin e s e  hi s tory who rel ied 
on pub l ic speaking as  an important chann e l  of communication . 
Sun has been s tud ied exten s ive ly f rom a h i s torical-
biographic a l  perspect ive during the last f ew dec ade s . The 
f o l l owing are s ome in s tance s: 
Buck , Pearl . The Man Who Changed China : The S tory 
o f  S un Yat- sen . New York : Random Hou s e , 1 9 5 3 . 
Gansc how , Thomas Wi l l iam . "A S tudy o f  S un Yat- sen ' s  
C ontac ts with the United S tate s Prior to 1 9 2 2 . "  
P h . D .  d i s s ertation- in H i s tory , ·I ndiana Univer­
s ity , 1 9 7 1 . 
Jan sen , Mariu s B .  The Japanese , and Sun Yat- s en . 
C ambr idge , Ma s s. : Harvard Un ive r s i ty Pre s s , 1 9 5 4 . 
S c h i f frin , Harold Z. Sun Yat- sen : Re luc tant 
Revo lutionary .  Canada : Little , B rown , 1 9 8 0 . 
There i s  no d i f f iculty in f inding l iterature about Sun ' s  
b iography or thought at any l ibrary throughout the Un ited 
S tate s . Yet he doe s not appear to have been s tudied 
rhetor ical ly by O riental or We s tern scho l a r s  to any signifi-
cant extent in spite of the fac t  that he depended heavily on 
speech mak ing . This conc lus ion wa s ba sed on a review of . 
l iterature deta i l ed later under "Me thodology o f  the I nvesti-
gation . "  
A s  a s peech student from Chine s e  soc i e ty , it  was 
reasonab l e  for me to do a systematic study of _ Sun ' s  " Three 
Princ ipl e s  of the Peoplen speeche s ana ly z in g  them from a 
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rhetor ic a l  point of view . As a beginning s tudy , the inquiry 
focu �ed on induc tive support and deduc t ive rea son ing o f  the 
logica l  proo f within Sun ' s " Three Princ ip l e s  of the People " 
speeche s . The rea sons for this choic e inc luded the fol low-
ing : 
1 .  The territory for any research should be 
properly l imi ted for more e f f ective and manageabl e  inquiry . 
2 .  A s  many scholars agreed : 
• wh i l e  the Rhetoric surely g ive s emot ional 
and ethica l  proof due cons ideration , Ari s totle 
held to his c onvic tion that the mos t  important 
ingredi ent of a speech is rat�ona l  d emon s tration 
through severe argumentation . 
. writers who want to persuade w i th an app�al 
to reason f requently re ly on one of the two tra­
di tional forms of logical d i s cour s e : induc tion 
and deduct ion . The se terms are s impl y  forma l 
l abel s  for re§-soning proc e s s e s  that are f ami l iar 
to a l l of u s . 
Wheneve r we d i scus s in terms of Ari stote l ian rhetoric , 
logical proof de serve s the attention · o f  f ir s t  priority . 
And induc tion and deduction are the two ma j or forms of 
logic a l  proo f . 
3 .  I t  wa s only induc tive support and deduc tive 
rea son ing of logical proof that cou ld make a speaker 
d i stinc tive in a beginning twentie th century C hine se soc i -
ety , where , a s  David Nel son Rowe reported , " .  . re l iance 
upon sub j ec t ive menta l  proce s s  c arne to charac teri z e  the 
ru l ing bureauc racy . . through the age s •. " 9 The choice of 
induc tive support and deductive rea soning as the focus of 
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thi s  re s earch on the . speeche s of D r . S un Yat- sen might a l so 
be j us t i f ied in this way . 
Purpose of the Inve s tigat ion 
The purpos e  of th i s  s tudy wa s to d e te rmine the 
extens ivene s s  and the e f fec tivene s s  of induct ive support 
and deduc t ive rea soning reveal ed in s e l ec ted " Three 
Princ ipl e s  of  the· Peopl e "  speeche s made by D r . Sun Yat- sen 
in 1 9 2 4 . Exten s ivene s s , in thi s  s tudy , wa s ma inly concerned 
wi th quantitative measurement- -how muc h  induc t ive support 
and deduc tive reasoning had been employed w i th in each 
s e l e c ted speech . E f fec tivene s s , on the other hand , cal led 
for a qua l i tative j udgment- -how we l l  or how e f fec tively the 
induct ive support and the deductive reason ing with in the 
speeche s had matched the e s tab l i shed c riteria . 
To accomp l i sh the purpo se stated above , an swer s to 
the fol lowing ques tion s were sough t : 
1 .  Wha t  was Sun Yat- s en ' s  fami ly and educationa l  
background ? 
2 .  What wa s the po l i tical - soc ia l - economic mil i eu 
in China in 1 9 2 4 ? 
3 .  Wha t  wa s the origin of the s e l e c ted " Three 
Princ ipl e s  of the People "  speeche s ?  
4 .  What a s sertions are fourid i n  the s e  speeches? 
5 .  How exten s ively and how e f fe c t ively did Sun use 
induct ive support to sub s tantiate the various a s sertions? 
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6 .  How extens ive ly and how e f fec tive ly d id Sun use 
deduc t ive reas oning to e stabl i sh h i s  a s s ertion s ? 
Methodology of the I nve s t igat ion 
1. As the f irst s tep , I surv�yed_th€ fol lowing 
pub l ic at i on s  to determine if any previous stud i e s  had been 
undertaken regarding the induc tive suppor t  and the deduc -
t ive rea son in g , the logical proof , or the rhetoric in Sun 
Yat- s en' s " Three Princ iples of the P eopl e'' speeche s : 
Comprehen s ive D i s sertation I ndex , 1 8 6 1 - 1 9 8 1 . Ma s s  
C ommunication /Language and L iterature / H i s tory . Ann 
Arbor 1 Michigan : Xerox Unive r si ty Pre s s  ( Un ivers i ty 
Microf i lms Internationa l ) . 
D i s se rtation Ab strac ts Internationa l ,  January 1 9 8 2 -
June 1 9 8 3 .  Ann Arbor , Michigan : Unive r s i ty Micro­
f i lms I n ternationa l . 
Knowe r 1 Frank l in H .  " Graduate The s e s - -An I ndex of 
Graduate Work in Speech . "  Speech Monographs , 
annua l i s sue s , 1 9 3 5 - 1 9 6 9 .  
Quarte r ly Journal of Speech ( in i t ia l ly , Quarterly 
Journa l  o f  Pub l ic Speak ing ) , Apr i l  1 9 1 5 -May 1 9 8 3 . 
S hearer , Ned A . , ed . B ib l iograph ic Annua l in Speech 
Communication : 1 9 7 0 - 1 9 7 5 . N ew York : Speech 
C ommun ication As soc ia tion . 
Speech Monographs (Commun ication Monograph s ) , September 
1 9 3 4 -January 1 9 8 3 . 
Spe ech Teacher (Communication Educ ation ) , January 1 9 5 2 -
Apri l 1 9 8 3 . 
Thi s  survey reveal ed no dupl ic a te s tud ie s . Initial 
observation found four inve stigation s  whi c h  appeared rel ated 
to the proposed study : 
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Gan schow_, Thoma s Wi l l iam . nA S tudy o f  Sun Yat- sen ' s 
C onta c t s  wi th the Un i ted S tate s P rior to 1 9 5 2 . " 
Ph . D .  d i s s ertation in H i s tory , I nd iana Unive r s i ty , 
1 9 7 1 . 
Metal l o , M ichae l Vincent � nThe Uni t�d S tate s  and Sun 
Yat- sen , 1 9 1 1 -1 9 2 5 . "  Ph . D .  d i s se rtat i on in H i story , 
New York Un ivers i ty ,  1 9 7 4 . 
O l iver , Robert T .  " The Rhetori c a l  Imp l ic ations of 
T ao i sm . " Quarter ly Journa l of Speech . 4 7  (Feb­
ruary 1 9 6 1 )  : 2 7 - 3 5 . 
Wang , Jona than C .  M .  " Sun Yat- s en ' s New P o l icy in 
1 9 2 4 : The Rol e  of Liao Chung-ka i . "  Ph . D .  d i s serta­
t i on in H i story , S t . John ' s  Unive r s i ty , 1 9 7 4 . 
Further scrutiny revea l ed tha t  Gan schow ' s  d i s serta-
t ion was a h i s torical inqu iry into the re l a t i onship between 
Sun ' s  goa l and America ' s  accomp l i s hments be fore 1 9 2 2 . 
Meta l lo examined American pol i c i e s  and att i tude s toward Sun 
from 1 9 1 1 to 1 9 2 5 . Ol ive r ' s  artic l e  c once rned the rhe toric 
of " the way " o f  anc ient Tao i sm in China . Wang ' ·s d i s serta-
tion analy z ed the ro l e  of Liao Chung-ka i  in Sun ' s  a l l ianc e 
with S ovie t  Ru s s ia in 1 9 2 4 . Becau s e  I found noth ing about 
the induc t ive support or the deduc t ive rea s on ing in Sun ' s  
" Three Princ iple s  of . the Peopl e "  speeche s ,  nor did I f ind 
any rhetorical analy s i s  of h i s  speaking , I determined that 
ne i ther o f  the four aforementioned s tud i e s  had any direc t 
re la tionsh ip to the propo sed s tudy . 
2 .  The second step wa s to c o l l e c t  texts of speeches 
which m ight be u sed in the study . A l l  of _Sun Yat- sen ' s  
s ixteen " Three Princ ipl es of _the Peop l e " speeches were 
obtained . They had long been c las s i f ied and numbered 
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according to d i f ferent " Pr inc ipl e s " and chronological order : 
1 .  
2 .  
3 .  
" Th e  Princ ipl e  of 
Lec ture one 
Lecture two 
Lec ture three 
Lec ture four 
Lec ture f ive 
Lec ture s ix 




Lec ture four 
Lecture f ive 
Lecture s ix 
" The Pr inc iple of 
Lecture one 
Lecture two 
Lec ture three 
Lecture four 
Nationa l i sm " : 
January 2 7 , 1 9 2 4  
February 3 ,  1 9 2 4  
February 1 0 , 1 9 2 4 
February 1 7 , 1 9 2 4  
February 2 4 , 1 9 2 4 
March 2 ,  1 9 2 4  
Democracy " : 
March 9 ,  1 9 2 4  
March 1 6 , 1 9 2 4  
date unknown 
April 1 3 , 1 9 2 4  
Apri l  2 0 , 1 9 2 4  
Apr i l  2 6 , 1 9 2 4  
L ivel ihood " :  
Augus t  3 ,  1 9 2 4  
August 1 0 , 1 9 2 4  
Augu st 1 7 , 1 9 2 4 1 0  August 2 4 , 1 9 2 4  
3 .  The third step wa s to c hoos e  a l imited number 
of speeche s for analys is . Because the re were tota l ly three 
" Pr inc ipl e s " with in Sun ' s  speeche s , I chos e  one from each 
" Pr inc ipl e . " I n  order to dec ide which one wa s more 
repre sentative within each " Princ ipl e , "  I read a l l  s ixteen 
lecture s l i s ted in step two . Among the s ix " Pr inc ipl e of 
Nationa l i sm "  l e c ture s , lec tures one , two , three , four , and 
f ive were comparatively short ( on ly ha l f  a s  l ong as lec ture 
s ix )  , 1 1  there fore , I dec ided to take l ec ture s ix for 
analy s i s.. Among the s ix lec ture s on " The Pi. inc iple of 
Democracy " and the four on "rrhe Princ ip l e  of _ L ive l ihood , "  
s ince none seemed to be more or l e s s  sui tabl e  for ana ly s i s  
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than any o f  the res t  on the same " P r inc iple , "  I dec ided 
to make a random choic e f rom each of the s e  two " Princ i-
p l e s . n  The fol lowing two lecture s were drawn by me under 
the supervi s ion of Dr . Wayne E .  Hooge s traat , P ro f e s sor of 
Spe ech , S outh Dakota S tate Unive r s i ty at 2: 1 5 P . M . , on 
July 2 8 , 1 9 8 3 , at the -off ice of the D epartmen t  of S peech , 
SDSU: " The P r inc iple o f  Democ racy , "  l e c ture one , and " The 
Princ iple of L ive l ihood , "  l ecture f our . 
4 .  The fourth step wa s to c o l l e c t  Sun• s  per sonal 
data conc e rning h i s  family and educ a tion , mainly f rom 
biographie s of Sun , such as the fol lowing: 
Chou , Yi-ping ; Fung , K . ; Wu , S . ; S u , H . ; and Lo , C . ; 
ed . A P ic torial B iography of D r . Sun Yat - s en . 
Hong Kong: Ch ine se Cul ture A s s oc iation , 1 9 6 5 . 
Chuang , Cheng . Kuo Fu Sheng P ing Yu Chih Yeh [ Dr . 
Sun Yat- sen • s  L i f e , Wi l l , and C areer] . Taiwan: 
C entra l D a i ly News , 1 9 8 2 . 
Schif f r in , Harold Z. 
t ionary . Canada: 
Sun Yat- s en: Re luc tant Revolu­
L i ttl e , Brown , 1 9 8 0 . 
The s e  data were organ i zed by me in order to an swer 
que s tion one , _ "Wha t wa s Sun Yat- sen ' s f am i ly and . educa�.� 
tiona l  background ? "  
5 .  The f i fth s tep wa s to co l l ec t  the pol i tic a l , 
soc ia l , and economic data , e spec i a l ly dea l ing with the 
nature of the prob l ems in Ch ina in 1 9 2 4  which had been 
directly or indirec tly respon s ib l e  for the speeche s , from 
the current h i s tories of _China , such a s  the fo l l owing: 
McAleavy , Henry . The Modern H i s tory o f  China . · New 
York : F rederick A .  P raeger , 1 9 6 7 .  
Monroe , Paul . Ch ina : A Nation in Evo lution . 
Chautauqua , New York : Chautauqua P r e s s ,  1 9 2 7 . 
Rowe , David N e l son . Modern China . P rince ton , New 
Jersey : D .  Van Nerstrand , 1 9 5 9 . 
1 0 
The s e  data co l lected were organi z ed by me in order 
to answer the second quest ion under the s tatement of 
purpo s e , "What was the pol i tica l - soc i a l - ec onomic mil i eu in 
China in 1 9 2 4? "  
6 .  The s ixth step was to e s tab l i sh the criteria to 
be u s ed for j udging the e ffec tivene s s  of induc tive support 
o f fered for each as sertion which wa s found later in thi s 
study . The s tandard s offered by Le s ter Thon s sen , A .  C raig 
Ba ird , and Wa l do W. Braden in the i r  book , Speech Critic ism , 
and referred to a s  the tests of inferenc e f rom spec i f ic 
in stanc e s  were u sed a s  a ba s i s  for e s tab l i shing the se 
. . 1 2  cr1ter 1 a . 
7 .  The s eventh s tep was to e stabl i sh the criteria 
to be u sed for j udg ing the effectiven e s s  o f  deductive 
rea son ing . The s tandards offered by the s ame group of 
people in the same book as mentioned in the s ixth step , 
and re f erred to a s  the te sts to eva luate deduct ive patterns 
were u sed a s  a ba s i s  for e s tab l i shing the s e  c r i teria . 1 3  
8 .  The e ighth step repre s ented an attempt to f ind 
out the orig in of the s e l ected speeche s ,  such a s  how the 
ideas of the speeches had been formed before they were 
1 1  
given . I n  order to do thi s , I s tudied the current history 
of _Ch ina and Sun ' s persona l  data surround ing the " Three 
Princ ip le s of  the People "  speeche s . Th i s  s tep eight 
an swered the third que st ion , "Wha t wa s the origin of the 
s e l e c ted ' Three Princ ip l e s  of the P eopl er speeches? "  
9 .  The ninth step wa s to determine the main points 
Sun tried to make ; in other words , the a s s ertion s  he 
advanc ed w i th in the selec ted speeche s . I care ful ly read 
and ana ly z ed the selected speeche s in order to di scover 
the ma in points ,  or the as sertion s in them . Thi s  s tep 
nine was u sed for an swering the fourth que s tion , "What 
a s sertion s  a re found in thes e  speeches? "  
1 0 . The tenth step was to determine the extens ive­
ne s s  of induc tive support in the se lected speeche s . · The 
d i fferent forms of induc tive support o f f e red for each 
identi f ied a s sertion were ident i f ied , c la s s i f ied , and 
tabulated . Th i s  s tep ten ha s answe red the que s t ion , "How 
exten s ive ly did Sun use inductive suppor t  to sub s tantiate 
the various as sertions? "  
1 1 . The e l eventh s tep wa s to determine the 
e f fec tivene s s  of the induc tive support found in the tenth 
step .  The criteria e s tab l i shed in the s ixth s tep were 
appl ied to the induc tive support d i sc overed in s tep ten . 
Th i s  proc e s s  an swered the qu�s tion , " How .e f fec tive ly did 
Sun u s e  induc tive support to sub s tant i a te the variou s  
a s sert ion s? "  
1 2  
1 2 � The twe l fth step was to determine the exten­
s ivenes s  of . deductive rea soning in the s e l ec ted speeche s . 
The d i f f e rent forms of deduc tive reas on in g  o f fered for each 
a s s ertion a l ready identi f ied were extra c ted, cla s s i f ied , 
and total ed . Thi s  step answered the ques tion , "How exten­
s ively did S un use ded�ctive rea soning to e s tab l i sh h i s  
a s s ertion s? " 
1 3 . The next s tep wa s to determine the e ffective­
ne s s  o f  the deduc tive rea soning found in the twe l fth s tep . 
The c riteria e s tab l ished in the s eventh s tep were appl ied 
to the items of deduc tive rea soning d i sc overed in step 
twe lve . Th i s  s tep provided an an swer . to the que s tion , 
" How e f fe c t ive ly did Sun use deduct ive rea son ing to 
e s tab l i sh h i s  a s se rtions? "  
14 . The f inal step wa s t o  summa r i ze the f inding 
in previous s teps and to draw conc lus ion s concerning the 
extens ivene s s  and the ef fec tivene s s  of the induc tive 
support and the deduc tive rea soning in S un ' s  " Three Prin­
c ip l e s  of  the Peop l e " speeche s . Some rec ommendations for 
further s tudy were a l so proposed at the end of the s tudy . 
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CHAPTER I I  
H I S TORICAL-PERSONAL MILIEU OF THE 11THREE 
PRINC IPLES OF THE PEOPLE " SPEECHE S 
The purpo se of thi s  chapter wa s to answer the fol -
l owing que s t ion s , appearing under "Purpo s e  o f  the I nves ti-
gation " in Chapter I :  
1 .  Wha t  was Sun Yat- sen ' s  f ami ly and educationa l 
background ? 
2 .  What wa s the pol itic a l - s oc ia l - economic mil ieu 
in China in 1 9 24 ?  
Extended ance stry 
Sun Yat- sen ' s  Ance s try and 
Inte l lec tual Deve l opmen t  
Ance stry 
Sun Yat- s en ' s  ancestors c an be traced back to Sun 
Li in Tang dyna s ty {6 1 8 - 9 0 6) . 1 As reported in T su i  Chai-
yang ' s artic l e , 11 Kuo Fu Chuan Lueh " (A B r i e f  B iography of 
Sun Yat- s en ) , in A Pictorial B iography o f  Dr . Sun Yat- s en , 
Sun ' s  fami ly had l ived in Ho-nan , Ch iang -h s i, Fu-chien 
be fore they reached Kwang-tung : 
I n  Tang dynas ty , Suri L i , a native o f  _ Ho�nan, 
removed to Chiang-hs i  owin� to the d i s6rder c aused 
by a revo l t  headed by Hu�ng Chao . Fbur generations 
l ater7 Sun Cheng-shih with the fami ly moved to 
Fu- chien . I n  the Ming dyna sty ( 1 3 6 8-1 64 3 ) , Sun 
Yu- sung went to Kwang- turig and s e t t l ed on the 
upper reache s of the East River . He wa s among 
S un ' s  anc e s�ors the earl ie s t  one who reached 
Kwang-tung . 
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No f urther information could be f ound as  to wha t  
wa s re s pons ib l e  f o r  the movement s  o f  Sun ' s f am i ly before 
they reached Kwang- tung , but some other r e lated hi storic a l  
data which a re avai lable now may provide an answer. Accord-
ing to Wol f ram Eberhard in hi s book , A H i story of China , 
the revol t  headed by Huang Chao , f rom 8 7 4 to 8 8 4 ,  wa s, one :·of 
the many popul ar upri s ings at the end of T ang dyna s ty as  
a result o£ " the continua l warfare o f  the mi l i tary gover-
nors , the sanguinary s truggles between the c l ique s; and the 
unive r s a l  impover i shment which a l l  th i s  f ighting produced . " 3 
The s e  upr i s ings , according to the book , c au sed " the greate st 
d isorder in the {Chine se ] empire . " 4 During the upr i s ings , 
there mus t  have been a lot of peopl e  who were forced to 
leave the ir l and and hou s e s  for the s a f e ty o f  the ir l ive s , 
and Sun ' s fam i ly might have been among them . 
The sou thward movement f rom Chiang-hs i  to Fu-ch i en , 
and then f rom Fu-chien to Kwang-tung , of S un ' s fami ly was 
very l ike ly in connection with the southwa-x+.d·.mov.emen.t \o f  
the government ' s  pol i tical inf luence a fter Tang dynasty in 
the Ch ine s e  h i s tory . As Eberhard reported : 
The increa s e  in the pol itic a l  in f luen c e  o f  the 
south wa s due to its economic advanc e whi l e  the 
north wa s reduced to economic ghao s by the 
continua l heavy f ighting • . 
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S un ' s  family f ina l ly moved f rom the upper reaches 
of _ the E a s t  River to the T sui-heng Vi l lage 1 H s iang-shan 
within Kwang-tung . Accord ing to C .  M .  Faure ' s  !'Outl ine of 
L i fe of Dr . Sun Yat - s en " in A Pictoria l  B iography of Dr . 
Sun Yat - s en 1 th i s  movement happened a t  the beginning of 
Ching dyna s ty ( 1 644- 1 911 ) : 
At the end of the Ming dyna s ty , the f am i l y  
rema ined f a i thful t o  the Ming emperors and a f ter 
the defeat they dri f ted to Hs iang- shan , where 
the grandfather o f  Dr . S un ' s own g6andf ather 
s e tt led down at T sui-heng Vi l l age . 
The Ching dyna s ty was founded by the Manchu , a group of 
peop l e  coming from Manchuria , the northea s tern part of 
modern China . The Manchu was regarded a s  an a l ien · people 
by ord inary peopl e  in China at that t ime , mo s t  o f  whom , a s  
reported b y  Henry McAleavy in h i s  book 1 T h e  Mode rn Hi story 
of China , " c ou ld not f ind it in thei r  heart to accept the 
new regime . " 7 S ome peop l e  even became e i ther Buddh i s t  
monks or Tao i s t  priests t o  avoid the change o f  their appear-
d d . 11 d b th h . 8 anc e  an re s s  1mpe e y e Mane u reg1me . According 
to T s u i ' s  artic l e , Miao-chien , Sun ' s  e lder s i ster , even 
d i s c l os ed tha t none of her anc e sto r s  had taken part or 
intended to take part in any c ivil service examinations 
he ld by the Manchu regime .
9 
Thi s  is probably because Sun ' s  
fami lyJ l ik e  mo s t  other peop l e , cou ld not accept the Manchu 
regime and]or they were a lway s reminded by the s enior 
members of the fami ly of the struggle between their 
1 8  
anc e s tors and the Manchu . Now we can c onc lude tha t a l l , or 
at l e a s t mos t  of the movement s  of Sun ' s  ance s tors were 
related to po l itical s i tuations and S un ' s farni1y wa s 
obviou s ly not within the rul ing group in the Ching dynas ty . 
Fami ly and early environment 
Sun Yat- sen wa s reportedly born on November 12 , 
18 6 6 , at T s u i-heng Vi l lage , Hsiang- shan H s ien ( an admin i s -
trat ive un it between province and h s i ang , and which equa l s  
the county i n  the Un ited S tate s ) , Kwang- tung Province , 
China .
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T sui -heng V i l l age i s  located in the Pearl River 
de l ta on China ' s  southeas tern coa s t . Acc ording to Haro ld 
Z. Sch i f f rin in h i s  book , Sun Yat- sen : Re luc tant Revo lu-
tionary ,  the Pearl River delta i s  the o l d e s t  l ink between 
China and the maritime nation s  of Europe : 
The den s e ly populated de l ta [ Pearl River de l ta ] , 
radiating from Canton , the provinc i a l  capita l , 
i s  the olde st l ink between China and the maritime 
nation s  of Europe . After the arrival of the 
Portugue s e  in 1517 , Canton became the ma j or port 
for Western trade , and for a lmo s t  one hundred 
years - - from the middle of the eigh te en th c entpry 
unt i l  the Opium War [18 3 9 -1842 ] - - it remained i£e 
on ly legal po int of entry on the Ch ina coa s t . 
David N e l son Rowe in h i s  book , Modern China , a l so reported 
that " the Portugue s e  c la imed Mac ao a f ter 1 5 5 7 and used it 
12  a s  a trading po st . "  (Macao is  some twenty- f i-ve miles to 
the s outh of Tsui -heng Vi l lage .
1 3
> The C hine s e  who l ived 
there natura l ly had more connection with fore ign c ountrie s 
than thos e  in other area s of the Chine s e  ma in l and . 
1 9  
S un Ta-cheng ( 1 8 1 3 - 1 8 8 8 ) ,  Sun ' s  f a the r , according 
to Chuang Cheng in h i s  book , Kuo Fu S heng P ing Yu Chih Yeh , 
wa s a farme r in h i s  early year s , but, bec ause o f  the 
poverty he suf f ered in Tsui -heng V i l lage l a ter, worked a s  
a shoemaker, and then a ta i lor , i n  Macao f o r  s everal years 
. d h '  1' . 
14 
1n or er to earn 1s 1v1ng . A f ter the age of thirty , 
he returned to hi s native vil lage and carried on farming 
aga in .
1 5  
He , as Chuang reported , married S un ' s  mother 
( 1 8 2 8-1 9 1 0 ) at  the age o f  thirty- three .
1 6  
Sun ' s  mother 
gave bi rth to s ix chi ldren ( three s on s  and three daughters ) , 
among whom Dr . Sun was the second younges t  and the younges t  
son . 1 7  Both S un ' s  s econd e lder brother and h i s  e lde st 
. t d' d 
1 8 s 1 s  e r  1 e  young . 
Sun ' s f ami ly , a s  Schif frin said , was origina l ly 
very poor : 
Ta-cheng ' s  meager holding- -no more than h a l f an 
acre- -were not enough to support h i s  f ami ly , 
and a fter the f i f th child , Wen [ Sun Yat- s en ' s  
origina l given name ] , wa s bory � he took on extra 
work as the v i l l age watchman . 
I ts poverty a l so accounts for S un ' s  e lde s t  brother ,  Sun 
Mei ' s  being taken to Hawa i i  in 1 8 7 1  by a maternal unc l e , 
who operated a bus ine s s  there . 2 0  S c h i f frin emph a s i zed , 
thi s  wa s a l s o  the main rea son why the fortune s o f  the Sun ' s  
f ami ly eventua l ly improved : 
Ever s ince the 1 8 5 0 s , when sugar had become a 
major c rop, Chine se labor had been sought in 
the !Hawai i] I s lands . Chine se-sty l e  rice 
cul tivat ion a l so offered opportun i t ie s , and 
with the �!lP of _h i s  unc l e  Sun Me i made rapid 
progre s s . 
Sun ' s e ldes t  s i ster , Miao-ch i en , a s  de scribed by 
2 0 
Chuang� married a merchant who had a bus ine s s  in Honolulu , 
and the on ly younger s i s ter , Chiu-chi, married Lin H s i - chih , 
a rich merchant in S an Franc i sco .
2 2  
Both of thei r  hu sbands 
were f rom the same native hs ien--Hs iang- s han H s i en - - a s  
Sun ' s  f am1" ly . 3 3  N f t h  d t · 1 d" d · o ur er e a 1  wa s 1 sc overe conc ern1ng 
Sun ' s two s i sters or brothers - in - l aw in s p ite of an 
e l aborate search . 
A l l o f  Sun ' s  brother and bro thers - in- law had more 
or l e s s  c lo s e  tie s with the We s t , as we · can s e e  from the 
data above . S un ' s  brother even made the whol e  family ' s  
fortune in the We stern soc iety . Under the s e  c ircumstance s , 
the family would natura l ly have c lo s e  a s s oc iation s with 
the West . Thi s  a l so a l lowed Sun to trave l wi th hi s mother 
to Hawai i  and then study there from 1 8 7 8  to 1 8 8 3 . 
Inte l l ectual Deve lopment 
Education in H s iang- shan 
At the age of seven , Sun Yat- s en s tarted h i s  schoo l -
ing i n  an o l d - fashioned one- teacher private school at T sui-
heng Vi l l age , where he l earned some Chine s e  c l a s s ic s . 
According to Chuang , the materi a l  taught in thi s  schoo l 
inc luded a t  l e a s t  The Three-Character C l a s s ic ( formerly the 
f i r s t  primer in schoo l s  in China , with in which each 
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s entenc e  o r  phras e  uni t  is  compo sed o f  three Chine s e  
c harac ter s ) and The Thousand-Charac te r Cla s s ic ( al so a 
primer for chi ldren in China many yea � s  ago, authored by 
. 24  Chou H s in-tse o f  the L iang dynasty )  . He went to hsiang 
shu (a larger school supported by h s iang ,  an admin i strative 
unit between h s ien and v i l l age ) learn ing more Chine se 
c l a s s i c s  when he was ten .
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He ended hi s traditional 
Chine s e  s choo l education at the age o f  th i rteen when he and 
h i s  mother v i s i ted-hi s e ldest brother- in Hawa i i . 2 6
� 
Ment ion should be made of S un ' s c ompl aint about the 
r igid way of teaching when he was s tudying in hs iang shu . 
According to Chuang : 
Sun ever ques tioned the hsiang shu teacher Tan 
Ch ih- sheng why students were alway s a sked to 
memori z e  the c l a s s i c s  without understanding the 
real meaning in them when he wa s twe l�7 · This 
cau s ed unpleas antne s s  of the teacher . 
Though probably be ing regarded a s  a " troub l emaker " in 
trad ition a l  Chine s e  soc iety , where teachers were a lways 
unconditiona l ly re spected and thei r  way of teaching wa s 
s eldom que s t ioned , Sun was undoubtedly a person with the 
inc l ination to a sk about everything he thought to be 
un j us t i f iable . 
Education in Honolulu 
Af ter arriving in Honolulu , Hawa i ian I s l ands , in 
June 1 8 7 8 , Sun Yat- sen stayed at h i s  e lder brother ' s  store 
. K h I . 2 8  1n a u u1 . As reported by Chuang , he l earned how to 
2 2  
keep books and how to use an abacu s a s  well a s  how to speak 
2 9  
�he loc a l  d i a l ec t , Kanaka , at the store . I n  S eptember 
1 8 7 9 ,  according to S ch i f frin , " Sun entered I olani , a Church 
of England e l ementary school whos e  s ta f f , except for one 
Hawai ian , wa s entirely Briti sh . " 3 0  The rea son why Sun, 
unlike many other Chine se children in the I slands, could 
receive formal education , said S c hi f frin , i s  a s  follows : 
Elder brother Sun Mei . . . was doing too well to 
relingui s h  the traditional hope o f  produc ing at 
least one scholar in the family . Furthermore , a 
short s tay at the s tore before s tarting s chool 
shows that h i s  brother [ Sun Yat- s en ]  had no 
enthu s i a sm for the abacus and acc ount book s . As 
a s tudent he did much better , and for a t ime at 
lea s t , Sun Me i had no reason to regret spendin�1 
$ 1 0 0  to $ 1 5 0  a year for h i s  tuition and board . · 
Schi f f rin a l so indicate s that the We s tern lea rning provided 
by Io lani enabled Sun to acquire not only " th e  sys tematic 
Wes tern educ ation , "  but a l so " the s e l f - a s surance in dea l ing 
with fore igners that were to d i s t ingu i sh h im f rom a ll other 
Chine s e  pol itical leaders . "
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He spent three years there 
and graduated in 1 8 8 2  with a pri ze from the K ing o f  Hawa i i , 
David Kalakaua , on account of the second h ighe s t  grade in 
3 3  
Engl ish grammar .  
I n  1 8 8 2 , after spend ing s everal month s on Maui , 
where Sun Me i wa s mak ing even more money than before as  a 
planter , c at t l e  rai ser and merchant , Sun entered Oahu Col -
l ege {Punahou S c hool ) ,  a high school that wa s ruri b y  . Ameri-
c an Congregationa l i st and Pre sbyterian mi s s ionarie s and a l so 
. 
3 4  the h ighes t  in s titution o f  learning i n  the I s l and s . But 
2 3  
in the surrimer o f  . 1 8 8 3 , he was unexpectedly . sent back to his  
na tive vi l lage in China by hi s e lder brother a fter his  
. . b h . . d . 1 d 
3 5  1ntent1on to ec ome a C r 1 s tlan wa s 1 sc o s e  ... Thi s  
sudden change a l so prevented Sun f rom going t o  t h e  Un ited 
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S tate s for advanced studie s a s  origin a l ly p lanned . 
The We s tern education Sun rec e ived dur ing thi s  
period ( 1 8 7 8 - 1 8 8 3 )  was important i n  at l e a s t  three re spects : 
1 .  We s tern learning in a fore ign s oc iety wou ld 
l ikely broaden h i s  eye s more than the tradi t iona l  Chinese 
l earn ing he had in Tsui-heng Vi l lage . 
2 .  The Eng l i sh language he l ea rned and used in the 
I s l ands probab ly made hi s ab sorption of other recent in for-
mation ea s ier . 
3 .  The f ive-year l i f e  in the We s tern soc iety 
l ikely forced h im to di scover the d i f ference between China 
and the re s t  of the world at that time . 
Forma l educ ation in Hong 
Kong and C anton 
Sun became very unpopular with the peop l e  around 
Tsui-heng V i l l age after he came back f rom Hawa i i , and that 
wa s the ma j or reason why he wen t _to--Hong Kong· in:-Noveinber 
1 8 83 . P robably becau s e  o f  his  bel i e f  in Chri s t ian ity , he , 
accord ing to Schi f frin, mut i l ated the wooden f i gure of the 
Northern God during th is per iod : 
In order to di scredit idol wor sh i p , he mut i l a ted 
the wooden f igure of the Northern God , the patron 
d e i ty _ of _T sui�heng and the �u�rounding vi l l age s . 
Thi s wa s too much for the country folk to bear , 
and • . • Sun had to l e ave home whi l e  h i s  f am i ly 
·paid for the r3�a ir and propitiation o f  the 
damaged diety . 
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S un re sumed h i s  education i n  Hong Kong. He f ir s t  
entered the D i oc e s an S chool , a Church o f  Engl and in stitu-
tion , and then Government Central S chool ( l ater c a l led 
Queen. • s  C o l lege ) , a re spected secondary schoo l that 
of f ered in struc tion in_Chine se and in Eng l i sh .
3 8  
H i s  
father , according t o  Schif frin , probably gave him f inanc ial 
help a t  thl·s t1'me .
3 9  H b b t '  d Ch · t '  t e ecame a ap 1 ze r 1 s  1an a 
the American Congregational Mi s s ion in 1 8 8 4 . 4 0  
Af ter graduating from Government C entra l S chool in 
1 8 8 6 , Sun returned to China and entered the C anton Hospital 
Med ica l  S c hoo l to study medic ine . 4 1  Though S un wa s fa irly 
independent because h i s  work in the ho spita l  a s  an inter-
pre ter pa id for tuition and board , h i s  brother had resumed 
f inan c i a l  support in the meantime . 4 2  
I n  1 8 8 7  Sun went to Hong Kong aga in and tran s ferred 
to the C o l lege of Medic ine for Ch ine s e , which had j ust been 
e s tab l i shed ( i t would become part of the future Univers i ty 
4 3  of Hong Kong ) . He graduated with " the h ighe s t  grades and 
the mos t  pri z e s " in July 1 8 9 2 , 4 4  thus terminat ing h i s  
forma l educa tion . 
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Early Pol itica l deve lopment 
Even though S un spent only f ive years in the West 
( Hawa i i ) during h i s  formal education period, a l l  the schoo l s  
he entered a f ter the age o f  thirteen , inc l uding the I ol ani 
School and Oahu C o l l ege in Hawa i i , the D ioc e s an School, 
Government C entra l S chool and the Col lege of Medic ine for 
Chinese in Hong Kong , and C anton Hospital Medi c a l  School in 
Canton , were We stern . �He appears to have done a very good 
j ob in Wes tern s tudie s - - j udging from the spec i a l  honors he 
acqu ired f rom the I olani S chool in Hawa i i  and the Col lege 
of Medi c ine for Chine s e  in Hong Kong . 
One thing de serve s spec ia l attention during thi s  
period . I t  wa s in Can ton and Hong Kong that S un ' s intention 
to reform China emerged . Sun , bec aus e  of the spec ial s itua-
tion in Hong Kong-�populated by the Chin e s e  but governed 
by the Br iti sh o f f ic i a l s--could see many things connec ted 
to the inab i l ity of the Manchu reg ime more c l early even 
dur ing the f ir s t  period of h i s  s tudy there (be tween the 
age of e ighteen and twenty-one ) .  I n  Augu s t  1 8 84 ,  for 
example , the French ships attacked F oochow on China ' s  
southern c oa s t, and Ta iwan due to the con f l ic t  between 
two countri e s  in Vietnames e  affairs . 4
5 
I n  Hong Kong , as  
S ch i f fr in reported : 
Chine s e  dockers refused to servic e  a F rench war 
ves s e l  that had arrived in Hong Kong for repairs 
a fter having partic ipated in the attack on F oochow 
• • . The s trik ing dockers were s oon j oined by 
coal ing cool ie s and hotel employees . 
eventua l �y ti6 F rench ship had to s a i l  to Japan 
for repa 1.r s . 
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S c hi f fr in a l so emphas i z ed that thi s  g l imps e  o f  l ower c l a s s  
patrioti sm i n  action was important to Sun : 
Thi s was Sun Yat- sen ' s  f irst wartime exper i enc e , 
and i t  enabled him to contras t  the f ighting mood 
of the people with the gov�7nment ' s  inab i l i ty to 
protect Chine se inte rests . 
Sun became more involved in pol it i c a l  di scus s ion s 
and made an acquaintance with Cheng Shih - l ian g  whi l e  he wa s 
s tudy ing in the C anton Hospital Medic a l  S choo1 .
4 8  
Cheng , 
a f e l l ow s tudent , wa s c onnected with the T riad s , the larg-
e s t  of _ the s outhern secret soc ietie s ,  and one whos e  lodges 
pro l iferated among the overseas Chin e s e  c ommun itie s .
4 9  As 
reported by McAleavy , even though the Manchu wa s cultura l ly 
ab sorbed by the Chine s e  to a s igni f ic ant exten t , they were 
st i l l  regarded as a l iens by ordinary Chin e s e  peopl e ;  and 
clande s tine soc ieties a imed to overthrow the Manchu govern-
ment and re s tore a " Chinese " government were not uncommon , 
e spec i a l ly in South C h ina , during the who l e  period of the 
5 0 Ching dyna s ty . Acc ording to Schi f f rin , Cheng promi sed 
S un that " shou ld he ·fSuil ]  _plan an ant idyna stic uprising ,  the 
Triad s , who were o s ten s ibly dedic ated to overth rowing the 
Manchu s , would be at h i s  di sposa l . "
5 1  
Cheng became one 
o f  Sun•s bes t  friends and an important f igure in S un1s 
l . . 5 2  ear· y c on sp1rac 1. e s . Chuang a l so reported that S un•s 
c lo s e  relation ship to the secret soc ietie s ,  a s  a re sul t of 
h i s  acquaintanc e  with Cheng , pos i tively in f luenced the 
promotion of Suri ' s  revolut ion later .
5 3  
Mos t  important 
2 7  
f igure s o f  Sun ' s  revolutionary party , such a s  L u  Hac- tung , 
Huang H s ing , Shih Chi en- j u , were from secret soc ietie s . 54 
Sun transferred to the Col l ege of Medic ine for 
Chine s e  partly becaus e , as s a id Sun h imse l f , there would be 
more f reedom to disc lose his anti-Manchu views in Hong 
5 5  
Kong . Dr . Chiang Ying-hua , one o f  Sun ' s c la s smates in 
the C o l l ege , a s  Chuang reported , rec a l l ed l ater that Sun 
often denounced the Manchu regime to the c l a s smates and 
empha s i z ed that being a revolutionary c ou l d  save unl imited 
number of l ives for peop l e  whi l e  b e ing a medic a l  doctor 
s aved only a l imited number of l i�es . 5 6  
Sun and a few friend s inc lud ing C hen S hao-pai , Yiu 
L ieh , and Yang Ho- l ing a l so s pent muc h  t ime d i scus s ing 
pol itic s af ter schoo l and were j ok ingly c a l l ed ''The Four 
Great Bandit s , "  whi l e  he was s tudying medic ine in Hong 
5 7 Kong . Meanwh i l e , he wrote artic l e s  for s ome newspapers 
pub l i shed in Hong Korig and S hanghai to expre s s  his opinion 
concern ing the reform of Chine se government ,  agr icu l ture , 
d . d 
5 8  
an J..n ustry . 
S un ' s  intere st in reform , and some of h i s  ideas , 
according to Schiffr in , were probably inspired by Dr . Ho 
Kai , a medical j ur i sprudence and phy s i o logy ins tructor in 
the Col lege of Medic ine for Chine s e , a Bri t i sh - tra ined 
5 9 
barr i s te r , and a prominent c ivic l eader in Hong Kong . 
Ho argued that " a  Chine se with a mod ern educ at ion wa s 
competent to comment on pub l ic a f f a i r s  and need not 
re s tric t h i s  expertise to a partic u l ar profe s s ional 
f ie ld . " 6 0  
The contrast between Hong Kong and Kwang- tung in 
2 8  
the 1 8 9 0 s , a s  Sun mentioned in h i s  speech de l ivered at the 
Univers i ty of Hong Kong in February 1 9 2 3 , reinforced h i s  
. 6 1  bel ie f  that the Chine s e  government mus t  b e  re formed . 
He thought the person s  of the government were respon s ible 
for China ' s  backwardne s s . As Schi f f r in s a id : 
That the same Cantone se whos e  lack o f  c ivic vir­
tue at home exasperated him could become exemp lars 
o f  good c it i z enship under a handful o f  British 
o f f ic ial s  convinc ed him [ Sun ] tha t poor l eader­
ship rather than inherent characte r i s t i c s  of the6 2  
peop l e  wa s re spon s ible for China ' s  backwardne s s . 
S un wa s obvious ly not · a l aberatory- sheltered_ 
student during th i s  period . H i s  attent ion might be la rge ly 
d i s trac ted by the po l itic a l  affairs though he s ti l l  did a 
very good j ob in h i s  school studies . Yet the time he spent 
in pol it ic a l  a f f a i r s  afterward proved no l e s s  va luable to 
him than that in school studies- -he engaged in the profes-
sion o f  a medical doctor for not more than two years 
( from Oc tober 3 0 , 1 8 9 2  to the beginn ing o f  1 8 946 3 ) after 
his graduation f rom the College of Med i c ine for Chine se� 
but in pol i tic a l  a f fairs for the re s t  of h i s  l i fe (more than 
th irty years ) • 
The Pol itical�S oci a l �E conomic M i l i eu 
in Ch ina in 1 9 24 
" The pre sence of rhetor ical d i s c ourse ," reported 
2 9  
L loyd F .  B it z er in h i s  artic l e , " The Rhetorical S ituation , "  
" obviou s ly ind ic ate s the pre s ence of a rhe torica l s ituat-
to 11 64 1on . He emphas i zed that it was not that a rhetorical 
addre s s  gave exi s tence to the s i tuation , but that the 
. . 1 1  d h d ' . . t 65 s 1 tuat1on c a  e . t e 1scourse 1nto ex 1 s  enc e . The 
-
rhetoric a l  s ituation 1 or the s ituat ion o f  con f l ic t , ha s 
alway s  been r�garded as  a very important part in the s tudy 
of a speech . S un Yat- sen made h i s  "Three P rinc iple s  of the 
Peopl e" speeche s in Ch ina in 1 9 24 on s ome nationwide 
a f f a ir s . In order to make an e f fec tive a s s e s sment of the s e  
speeche s , a n  inve stigation of the pol itic a l - s oc ial - economic 
mil ieu in China at the time of the se speec he s is nec e s s ary 
and i s  equal ly important as that o f  hi s persona l back-
ground . 
The Pol itical S ituat ion in 1 9 24 
The pol itic a l  s i tuation in any year o f  any hi story 
i s  by no means an independent event . It mus t  b e  a re sult 
of the accumulation of what happened in the pre c eding 
year s . Thi s  mean s that we have to trace s ome previous 
year s  as  we l l  as s tudy the year 1 9 24 in order to understand 
the pol it i c a l  s itua tion in 1 9 24 . 
3 0  
The Opium War from 183 9 to 1 8 4 2  wa s a great turriing 
point in mode rn Chines e  history whic h , according to Victor 
Purc e l l in h i s  book , China , brought the f i r s t  impact from 
the Wes t  to the Chine s e  Empire . 6 6  The be s t  starting point 
for the survey of the pol itical s i tuation in China in !9 2 4  
shou ld thus b e  the Opium War .  
Opium War to 1 9 1 1  revo lution 
From the very beg inning of Chine s e  h i s tory , accord-
ing to Rowe 1 a l l  non-Ch inese were s imply regarded a s  
barbarian s b y  the Chin e se .
6 7  " Early Western c ontac ts with 
China were , " he indicated 1 " cons idered by the Ch ine se court 
merely as new epi s ode s in the long h i s tory of troub l e s  wi th 
the barbarian s . " 6 8  I gnorance concern ing the outs ide world , 
according to Purce l l , caused " the re fusal of China to dea l 
with other nat ion s on an equa l ity . .  I n  the We s t , 
accord ing to A P ictori a l  H i s tory of the Repub l ic o f  Ch ina 
(A two-volume o f f ic ia l  hi storic a l  pub l ic ation by the 
Republ ic of China government in Taiwan ) , n aval as we l l  as  
indu strial c apab i l ity wa s large ly strengthened during the 
eighteenth century : 
During �he nineteenth century , the invention of 
the s team engine and spinning j enny and the 
indus tr i a l  revo lution which ensued f o stered in 
Wes tern nations a broad and formidab l e  naval 
c apab i l i ty and encouraged the gradua l ex�ans ion 
o f  _ the i r  c iv i l i z ation into the F a r  E a s t . 
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At .the same. t ime , the book · indic ate s ,  " • the China which 
met thi s  t ide wa s that o f  the corrupt and de spotic Manchu 
dynas ty � " 7 1  Purce l l  a l so reported that " the d i f ference 
between . Chine s e  and Eng l i sh conception s of j u s tice and the 
corrupt admin i stration of the l aw in Ch ina " were among many 
fac tors which brought about hos t i l itie s b e tween China and 
B ritain , though it wa s opium that f inal ly brought the two 
t . . 1 1 ' . 7 2  coun r 1 e s  1nto c o  l S lQn . The c onf i sc a t ion o f  the fore ign 
opium , which had been banned in China by the Imperial 
Commi s s ioner L in , prec ipi tated the war o f  1 8 3 9 - 1 8 4 2 .
7 3  
I t  
d d . 1 . f h ' t '  h 7 4  e n  e 1n a c omp e te v1c tory o r  t e B r 1  1 s  . 
After the Opium War , acc ord ing to Rowe , a number of 
trea t i e s were made between Ch ina and the f ore ign powers , 
h h . . h h h d h . 7 5  h sue a s  t e Br1t1 s , t e Frenc , an t e Amer1can . T ese 
trea t ie s insured the open ing of Ch ina and the l ega l i z ation 
of the s a l e  of opium in China . 7 6  The e a sy def eat of China 
in thi s  war , as reported by Purc e l l , reve al ed that " in 
a rmaments and mi l i tary sc ience they [ the C h ine s e ] were now 
hope l e s s ly outc l a s sed by the Europeans who had prof ited 
f h . . ' f '  . .,
7 7  
rom t e 1 r  S c 1ent1 1c Rena 1 s sanc e . As a result of the 
Opium War , the inc reased ho stil ities between fore ign powers 
and China again broke out and brought add i t iona l defeats 
for the Chine s e  between 1 8 4 2  and 1 9 1 1 .
7 8  
S ome in stanc e s  
a r e  a s  fol l ows : 
1 .  The wars between China and the Ang l o-French 
Al l ied Force s  in 1 8 5 6 - 1 8 5 8  and in 1 8 5 9 - 1 8 6 0 .
7 9  
2 .  The S ino-French War in Annam in 1 8 8 3 - 1 8 8 4 .
8 0  
3 . The Fir s t  S ino-Japanese War i n  1 8 9 4 - 1 8 9 5 .
8 1  
4 . The War between China and the e ight foreign 
3 2  
power s  ( Japan , Rus s ia , Britain , the Un i te d  S ta te s , Franc e ,  
Germany , I ta ly J and Austria ) in 1 9 0 0 .
8 2  
There were mar� treaties or " agreements " made in 
favor of the powers after each defeat for the Chine se . A l l  
the s e  treati e s , inc luding the Treaty of N ank ing , made after 
the Opium War ,  are c a l l ed " the unequal treati e s " by the 
Chine s e . 8 3  Purc e l l  indicated the charac ter i s tic of " the 
unequa l treatie s " made a fter the Opium War : 
The Treaty of Nanking ( 1 8 4 2 )  inaugurated the era 
of the " unequa l " or " unilatera l " tre a t ie s , whereby 
China conc eded rights and priv i l eges to the 
forei gner without receiving an�4 c orre sponding right or privi l eges in return . 
As reported by Rowe , the following terms were inc luded in 
some of the treatie s :  
1 .  The Chine s e  government wa s forced to open ports 
on the China c oa s t  to the foreign trade . 8 5  
2 .  The Chinese government had to : 
. e s tabl i sh the area s set a s ide f o r  fore ign 
res idence in thes e  ports [ opened to the f ore ign 
trade ] a mea sure of _ extra- territor i a l i ty under 
which j ur i sdic tion over foreigners wa s to be in 
the_ h ands o f  _ the fore ign consular authorit�5s 
and not in the hands of Chines e  of f ic ia l s . 
3 .  The " most-favored-nation c laus e " �  
�hi s mean s that any future conc e s s ion s ec ured 
f rom China by any one power woul d  automat�9a l ly 
be ava i lab l e  to a l l  other power s  equa l ly . 
I n  1 8 9 8 , the " sphere s of intere s t " in C hina were 
3 3  
deve l oped by the powers to prevent the c e s s ion to any other 
power o f  tho s e  regions of China in which the i r  trade wa s 
. 8 8  deve loping . As Rowe reported : 
I n  1 8 9 8  B r i ta in s ecured from China a p l edge that 
s he would never give away to any other power any 
o f  the s ix province s  bordering on the Yangt z e  
River . Soon thereafter F rance secured a s im ilar 
p l edge re lating to three southe rn provinc e s  • 
Thus ten o f  the e i ghteen provinc e s  s outh of the 
Great Wa l l  were inc luded in tH9 so-c a l l ed " spheres 
of  intere s t "  of the s e  powers . 
I n  1 8 9 9 , the " sphere o f  inf luenc e "  wa s replaced by 
the " Open Door " pol icy . According to Rowe , becau se neither 
Britain nor the Uni ted S tates wanted to see the genuine 
colon i a l  po s se s s ions of the various powe r s , they a sked the 
power s  not to monopo l i ze trade in the ir sphere s , but to 
pre serve an " Open Doo r "  for the trade of a l l  nations . 9 0 
Though the " Open Door " was propos ed for the i r  own prof it , 
it did " s low down somewhat the rapid eros ion of China ' s  
admin i strative and territoria l integrity . " 9 1  
Whi l e  mobi l i z ing a great re s i s tance to We stern 
aggre s s ion, the imperial government o f  C hina a l so faced 
many interna l d i f f iculties following the f ir s t  d e feat by 
B r itain in the Opium War . China wa s , as reported by Rowe , 
convu l s ed by a series of very large rebe l l i on s : 
Fo l lowing the defeat by Britain , 1 8 3 9 - 1 8 4 2 , and 
continuing through nearly thirty yea r s  . 
there were at lea s t  s ix ma j or rebe l l ions , the 
average duration of which wa s nea r ly f ourteen 
years . . The Ta iping rebel l ion wh ich l a s ted 
f rom 1 8 4 8  to 1 8 6 5 , is calcu lated to have c o s t  
the l ive s of twenty mi l l ion Chine �2 b y  f ire , 
sword , pe s t i l enc e , or starvation . 
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The T aiping rebel l ion i s  important not only because 
of its  long duration and heavy c asual t ie s , but al so becau se 
it , according to Purc e l l , had an ideology of i t s  own : 
Un l ik e  other Chine se rebe l s , the Ta iping s  had a 
def in ite ideology . They aimed at pub l ic owner­
ship of l and , equa l a l lotment o f  surp l u s  money 
and f ood , and a se l f - supporting economy . The 
sourc e of the ideas embodied in the Ta iping 
reforms were the Rites of the Chou dyn a s ty ( L i  
Chi )  and the work s of Menc ius , suppl emented b y  9 3 
and interwoven with the tenets o f  Chr i s t ianity � 
Amon g  many reasons why the Ta ipings f in a l ly 
c o l l apsed , according to McAleavy , the primary one was that 
the ir innovation s  in rel igion and mora l s  were not accepted 
by many peopl e  who had an intere st in ma inta in ing the 
0 0 
d f h 
0 94 
h d 0 0 d d ex1 st 1ng or er o t 1ng s . T e 1 s s en s 1on an mur er among 
the Ta iping l e aders in the ir " Heaven ly C apita l " (Nank ing ) 
a fter the end of 1 8 5 3  further inf l i c ted a morta l wound on 
them .
9 5  
They were comp letely defeated a f te r  the Hunan 
Army , tra ined and l ed by T seng Kuo- fan , entered the 
9 6' 
" Heavenly Capita l " in July 1 8 6 4 . 
The internal problems were a l so ra i s ed in part by 
the ·government i t s e l f .. The imperia l government of China 
a f ter the Opium War is genera l ly regarded as backward , 
3 5  
ine f fec tive , and corrupt . China ' s  defeat by Japan in the 
F ir s t  S ino�Japane se War , for exampl e ,  according to Rowe , 
wa s due to : 
China ' s  force s  were divided up among local 
governors and were poor ly � quipped . The money 
which should have been spent on new armament 
had gone largely i�7o the pockets of the 
corrupt o f f ic ial s . 
This def eat , a s  reported by Rowe , " wa s a s evere shock to 
many Chine s e  inte llectual s who were now for the first time 
9 8  
beginn ing t o  advocate reform . " Chang C hih- tung ( 1 8 3 7 -
1 9 2 5 ) , Kang Yu-we i ( 1 8 5 8 - 1 9 2 7 ) , and Sun Yat- sen were three 
among the s e  intellectual s ,  though they d i f fered greatly in 
th . . d 
9 9  
e.1.r .1. e a s . Chang supported " the anc ient moral order 
through the material s trength derived from knowledge of 
1 0 0  
modern ways and means . "  Kang argued that c onstitutional 
h h ld. b d t d .1.' n Ch.1.' na .
1 0 1  
S l ' k Ch �onarc y s ou e a op e un , un 1 e ang 
and Kang , wa s " dedicated to the overthrow o f  the Manchu 
dynasty and the substitution for it o f -a parl iamentary form 
1 0 2 
of government . " Under the impact o f  the defeat by Japan , 
the Emperor accepted Kang ' s  program for reform , but later , 
thes e  c hanges were s trongly res i s ted by the va s t  ma j ority 
of the traditional " sc holar-bureaucrats . "
1 0 3  
The reform 
ended in a tragic re sul t : 
He [ Kang ] wa s denounced to the Empre s s  Dowager , 
the real power behind the throne , who moved 
immed iately to arre st the Emperor 1 0 5
Kang barely 
e sc aped f rom China with h i s  l i f� . · 
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A s  mentioned before in thi s  chapter ,  the Manchu , 
the rul e r  of the Ch ing dynasty in· Chine s e  hi s tory 1 wa s 
rega rded a s  an a l ien and could not be accepted by ordinary 
peopl e  in the i r  heart s . C l andes t ine soc i et i e s formed to 
overthrow the Manchu regime were not unc ommon dur ing the 
whol e  period of the Ching dynasty . I t  wa s a l so an internal 
probl em for the imperia l government .  Thi s  l atent c ri s i s  
wa s , according t o  McAleavy , l argely re spon s ib l e  for the 
' ' I 1 
• • 1 0 5  
Ta 1p1ngs ear y v1ctor1es . The c lande stine soc ieti e s , 
as  reported by Chuang , a l so played an important rol e  in Sun 
Yat- sen ' s  revo lution , though Sun ' s  revol u tionary group 
Hs ing Chung Hui ( The Reviva l of China S oc iety ) , and from 
1 9 0 5  Tung Meng Hui ( The China Federa l A s s oc iation ) had a 
f d ' d  1 h h . . 
1 0 6  
h f more pro oun 1 eo ogy t an t ose soc 1 e t 1e s . T e our 
ma j or a im s  of Sun ' s  group were " expu l s ion of the Manchus , 
restora t i on o f  Chines e  rul e ,  the e s tab l i shment of a 
repub l ic , and the equa l i zation o f  l and r i ghts , "  whi l e  the 
aims of mos t  c lande s tine soc ietie s were " expu l s ion of the 
Manchus and re storation of the Ming dyna s ty '[ the dynasty 
before the Ching dyna s ty ] . "
1 0 7  
Accord ing to Chuang , there were ten abortive 
upri s ings by Sun ' s revo lutionary group in c entral China 
and in the s ou.th and southwe st parts of · _-.the c ountry
- - between 
1 0 8  1 8 9 5  and 1 9 1 1 . On Oc tober 1 0 , 1 9 1 1 , a s  reported in 
A P ic to r i a l  H i s tory o f  the Repub l ic o f  C hina , a succe s s ful 
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upr i s ing in Wu- chang ( in centra l China ) , d irec ted by some 
members o f  the group , wa s fol lowed by the c apture of many 
. b th . 1 t '  . 1 0 9  prov1nce s  y e revo u 1onar1es . The imperial govern-
ment l os t  the c ontrol of mo st parts o f  China at the end of 
1 1 0  
that year . The abdication o f  the Emperor wa s f inal ly 
announced in February 1 9 1 2 , a f ter the e s tab l i shment of a 
repub l ic - - the Republ ic of China- -by the revo lutionaries and 
a peace talk between tbe Manchu reg ime and the revo lution-
. 1 1 1  ar1e s . 
We may conc lude that the imperial government of 
China dur ing the period f rom the Opium War to 1 9 1 1  was l ike 
a dying poor c reature suf fering f rom both incurab le cancer 
interna l ly and irre s i s tible c a l amity externa l ly . An 
inef fec tive reg ime which could never adapt its e l f  to 
c i rcums tance s  wa s unfortunate ly forced to face a series of 
impa c t s  f rom the We stern world . As a re sul t ,  a great 
tragedy for the Chinese peop l e - - the partit ion of China by 
Wes te rn power s - - fol lowed . Not everyone c ould to l erate this 
s i tuation for long , e spec ial ly tho s e  with a con s6ience , so  
upri s ings broke out and brought the regime to an end . 
1 9 1 2  to 1 9 2 4  
I n  D ecember 1 9 1 1 , according to Purc e l l , Sun Yat - s en 
was e l ec ted in Nahking 1 in . c entra l C h ina ) � the c ap�tal of 
the newly fourided Repub l ic of . China at th i s  time , by s ix-
teen out o f  the seventeen provinc i a l  repre sentative s of 
h 1 . . . . 1 . d 1 1 2  t e revo ut1onar1e s a s  Prov1 s 1ona - Pre s 1  ent . The 
1 9 1 2  h f .  f h b l ' 
1 1 3 next year, . , wa s t e 1rst year o t e Repu 1c . 
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I n  February 1 9 1 2 , Sun re s igned the pres idency in favor of 
Yu�n S hih-kai, a high- ranking off i c i a l  and mi l i ta ry leader 
of the imper i a l  government who , accordin g  to A P ic torial 
H i s tory of the Repub l ic of China , wa s con s idered the most 
l ike ly per son to work out an early abd i c ation of the Ching 
monarch in Peking ( in �orthern China ) .
1 1 4 Thi s re s ignation , 
large ly due to Sun ' s  broad-mindedne s s , a s  reported by Paul 
Monroe in hi s book , China : A Nation in Evo lution, inc luded 
some c ond i tion s : 
Dr . S un , a s  we l l  a s  hi s supporte r s , recogn i zed 
hi s own inexperience and the need of a s trong 
executive i f  the republ ican movement wa s to 
suc c e ed . With a genero s i ty and a broad­
mindedne s s  that goe s far . to exp l a in hi s 
sub s equent popularity , and with the approval 
of the committee, he offered the pre s idency of 
the new repub l ic to Yuan S hih- ka i  on c ondition 
of hi s acceptance by pub l ic oath �f5 the 
Repub l ic and of the Constitution . 
Purc e l l  a l so reported that Sun s incere ly hoped the Republ ic 
woul d  s a feguard democ ratic rights : 
Sun apprec iated the s ituation , and b e l ieving , or 
hoping , that the form of a Repub l ic would safe­
gua rd democratic rights , offered the P re s idency 
to Yuan . Tha t  Sun wa s compl etely s incere 1
ig 
hi s be l �e f s  ( or hopes )  cannot be doubted . 
A f te r  Yuan a s sumed the Provi s iona l Pre s idency in 
Peking , according to Rowe, " it soon became obviou s  that he 
wa s st i l l  a monarc hi st and that he intended nothing l e s s  
than the e s tab l i shment of a new dynas ty w i t h  himse l f  as  the 
3 9  
f ir s t  emperor . " 1 1 7  The Kuomintang ( the Nat i onal i s t  Party )  
was formed a s  a n  open pol itical party l ater . Campa ign ing 
for democracy and trying to curb the amb i tion of Yuan , as  
reported by Purcel l ,  it  wa s formed in Augus t  1 9 1 2  by a 
c omb ination of the Tung Meng Hui ( formerly a secret 
revolutionary o rgani zation in the Chin g  dyn a s ty )  and the 
Un ited Repub l i c  P arty , together w i th some sma l l  partie s ,  
1 1 8  
t o  oppos e  the Republ ican Party , which supported Yuan . 
Sun and h i s  Kuomintang opened the - s o - c a l l ed 
" Sec ond Revolution " again st Yuan a l it t l e  more than a year 
a f ter the Manchu abdication , for some into lerab l e  reasons : 
The Kuomintang s tood in the path o f  Yuan ' s  
amb i t ions , and he de termined to de s troy i t . 
Thi s  he proceeded to do with every ava i l ab l e  
devic e  of bribery , intrigue , viol enc e , and 
murder . . . .  Sun Yat- sen had seen what Yuan 
really was up to , and determined1i� l ead a 
mi l i ta ry expedition again st h im .  
The " Second Revolution " failed , and S un and the other s  had 
to f le e  the country in Augu s t  1 9 1 3 . 1 2 0  
Yuan , a s  reported by McAleavy , became the Emperor 
of a new dyna sty--Ch ine se Empire- - in 1 9 1 6  a fter a series of 
1 2 1  arrangements . H i s  monarcy , accord ing t o  Rowe , 
immediately c aused much negative re spon s e  f rom both the 
Chine s e  and the fore ign governments : 
At thi s  point , the foreign powe r s , who had 
recogn i zed Yuan as Pres ident a ll a long � took 
alarm . Thr2 2nti..-.rnonarch i s t s  rebe l led in· the southwe s t . 
4 0 
Even a f te r  Yuan cance led the monarchy and resumed h i s  
. d h . . . . . d 
1 2 3  
Wh h pre s 1  ency, 1 s  re s 1gnat1on was 1ns 1 s te upon . en e 
re fused to res ign, " a  number of provinc e s  in c entral, 
southern and southwe s tern China withdrew the i r  support from 
the government and s e t  up their own regime s . "
1 2 4  
Fina l ly, 
according to McAl eavy, " be tween rage and f ru stration, he 
[ Yuan ] broke down comple-t e ly, " and d i ed in June 1 9 1 6 .
1 2 5  
After Yuan ' s  d�a th , a s  reported by McAl eavy, China 
began to dri f t  into c haos . 1 2 6  Thi s  wa s the s o - c a l l ed 
1 d . d 1 2 7  war or · per1o . Purc e l l  offered a b r i e f  introduc tion 
about the d i f ferent groups o f  the warlord s : 
From 1 9 1 6  onwards China wa s divided up under the 
" wa r l ord s . "  There were two group s - - the Chih l i  
( Hope i )  and the Anhwei c l ique . The former wa s 
l inked with Anglo-American and the l a t ter with 
Japane s e  interes t, in the furtherance o f  which 
interes t s  , ( and of course the ir own ) , they fought 
one another . There wa s a l so in Manchur i a  a 
Fengtien c l iqur� 8 sub s idi zed by Japan, under Chang T so- l in . 
The war l o rd i sm, accord ing to Randa l l  Gould in h i s  book, 
China in the Sun, wa s inevitab l e  due to the lack of prepar-
edne s s  of the Chine se for the Revolution of 1 9 1 1 : . 
From the standpoint of sheer exped iency . . The 
Chin e s e  were s l ow starter s . But there is another 
s ide to the matter . Judging f rom the viewpo int 
of inward preparedne s s ,  the Chin e s e  Revo lution 
c ame not too l a te , but too : early . . China ' s  
revolution occurred before the country 1�� s 
menta l ly and spiritual ly ready for i t . 
Gould a rgued that Sun Yat- sen and a handful o f  other · 
revolut ionary�minded per sons " did not overthrow . the Manchu 
d . "
1 3 0  yna sty 1 n  a true sense . 
4 1  
S hortly b efore Yuan ' s  death , ac c ording t o  Chuang , 
1 3 1  
Sun Yat - s en returned to Ch ina from Japan . After Yuan ' s  
death , Sun spent much time in Shangha i , f rom where he 
oppos ed the Premier Tuan Chi- j u i in Pek in g .
1 3 2  
Tuan , 
according to Purc e l l , in stigated the war lords o f  variou s 
provinc e s  to f orc e the Pre s ident Li Yuan-hung , who succeeded 
Y d .  1 1 '  t 1 3 3  uan , . to 1 s so ve par 1amen . Th� s  wa s because Tuan , on 
pre s sure f rom Japan , b�oke o f f  relations wi th Germany and 
intended to enter World War I ,  whi l e  L i  wa s in f luenced by 
the Un ited S ta te s , which urged L i  to oppose the entry of 
Chl· na .1.' nto the war .
1 3 4  
(A d '  t M Al th U ' t d ccor 1ng o c eavy , e n1  e 
S tate s  wa s a fraid that if  China j oined the a l l ied camp , 
" she woul d  automatical ly qua l i fy for a seat at the eventual 
peace conferenc e and would be ab le to de f end her intere sts 
1 3 5  again s t  Japan o r  anyone e l s e . " ) 
I n  1 9 1 7 , according to Chuang , S un went from S hanghai 
to C anton , where he e s tabl i shed the Mi l ita ry Government of 
the Repub l ic o f  China for " c l earance of intern a l  d i sorder 
and prote c tion of the Constitut ion [ of the Repub lic of 
China ]  . "
1 3 6 A P ic toria l  Hi story of the Republ ic of China 
a l so ind ic ate s Sun ' s  e f forts to protec t the Con stitution : 
The f a i lure of the ru le of democracy , provided by 
the Con s titution of the Republ ic o f  C h ina , ago­
ni z ed D r . Sun , never a . man to s i t  back . I n  July 
1 9 1 7  he brought the Navy to C anton 1 and c a l l ed 
upon members of the def�nc t Parliament to j oin him 
for an emergency conferenc e . The re s u l t  wa s 
rr outl ine C harter for the E s tabl ishmen t  of the 
Mi l itary Government of the Repub l ic o f  C h ina . "  Dr . 
S un wa s 1 37 ec ted Commander-in-Chief of _Armed 
Forc e s . · . 
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The admin i st ration of the Mi l i tary Government wa s J however ,  
ac tual ly c ontrol l ed by the Kwang-hsi c l ique o f  war lords .
1 3 8  
I n  1 9 1 8 , S un resigned and wen t t o  S hangha i, where 
he , according to ·A P i c toria l H i s tory o f  the Repub l ic of 
China , !' devoted hims e l f  to the wri t ing s of book s aimed at 
the enl ightenment of h i s  countrymen to the path s  of democ -
- 1 3 9  
racy and national reconstruction . "  Among Sun ' s  books , 
the National Recons truction wa s a comb inat ion by which 
three o f  S un ' s  ear l ier book s , Doc trine of S un Wen ( 1 9 1 9 ) , 
The Internationa l D eve l opment of China ( 1 9 1 ) , and The 
Pre l iminary S teps to Democracy ( 1 9 1 7 ) , wer e  put into one 
vo lume .
1 4 0 
I n  1 9 2 1 , acc ording to A P ic torial H i s tory of the 
Republ ic of  China , S un went to Canton a f ter the Kwang-hs i  
warlords were driven away by the Kwang� tung Revolutionary 
A d h Ch . . 
1 4 1  1 t d b h rmy un er C eng 1ung-m1ng . S un wa s e ec e y t e 
Emergency C ommittee of the Parl iament the Emergency 
Pres ident to the Repub l ic whi l e  the Mi l i ta ry Government wa s 
1 d b h 1 . G 
1 4 2 rep ace y t e Revo ut1onary overnment .  After the 
province s  of Kwang- tung and Kwang- h s i were un i f i ed under 
the Revolutionary Government, Chen Chiung�ming suddenly 
contrived a coup-d ' etat and attack ed . S un ' s  Pres idential 
Office in Canton in 1 9 2 2 .
1 4 3  
Sun f in a l ly left in saf�ty 
f 
. 1 4 4  o r  Shanghai by way of Hong Kong . 
4 3  
The Soviet Union , a s  reported by McA l eavy , wa s in 
c lo s e  contac t with Sun afte r  1 9 2 1 .
1 4 5  
Mo scow was reported 
by i t s  delegate s  in China as bel i eving tha t  " the warlord 
might we l l  control the stronges t  army in the c ouritry , but 
was tota l ly l ac k ing in pol itical value , "  and S un seemed 
" the only pos s ib l e  champion of the N ew C h ina they [ the 
R . ] . d , 1 4 6 u s s1ans env1 sage • I n  January 1 9 2 3 , a Rus s ian emi s-
s a ry , Ado l f  Joffe vis i ted Sun in S hanghai and ended with the 
pub l ication of a j o int statement . 1 4 7  The j oint statement , 
according to McA l eavy _, del cared the fol l owing : 
. Moscow apprec iated that Chin e s e  conditions 
did not requ i re a S oviet system , but f ir s!4 §nd 
foremos t  independence and nat ional un i ty . · 
Sun did re ly on the a s s i stance from the S oviet Union to a 
l a rge extent after he went back to C anton because , accord-
ing to Rowe , he fai led to get support from the We s tern 
powers . 1 4 9  Meanwhi le , Chine se commun i s t s  were a l so a l lowed 
t . . h . t . c 1 5 0 o J Oln t e Kuom1n ang 1n anton . 
Accord ing to Chuang , Sun returned to C anton again 
in February 1 9 2 3  a fter the troops loyal to him launched a 
tt k . t Ch d d Ch t H . h 1 5 1  countera a c  aga1ns en a n  rove e n  o ue1 - c  ou . 
In Augu s t  1 9 2 3 , whi l e  sti l l  fighting aga i n s t  C hen, Sun 
s ent a " D r . Sun Yat - s en ' s  D e l egation , "  headed by Chiang 
Kai - s hek _, to Rus s i a  for learning some pol it i c a l  and 
· 1 · · 
. 
f f  . h 
1 5 2  Aft t h  d 1 . m1 . 1 ta ry a a 1 r s  t ere . er e e ega t1on c ame back , 
Suri a s s igned Chiang to set up the Whampoa M i l i tary Academy 
4 4 
to train mi l i tary of f icers for the fu l f i l lment of Sun ' s  
" nationa·l revolution . "
1 5 3  
The Academy , a c c ord ing to Rowe , 
largely improved the armed forc e s  under S un and the 
Kuomintang : 
C adet s  were care fu l ly chosen and were g iven s t i f f  
mi l itary tra in ing , accompani ed b y  pol it ic a l  educa ­
t ion . Army l eade rship improved , so that b y  1 9 2 6  
the two chief southern province s  o f  Kwang- tung and 
Kwang- h s i were both sol idly unde r  Kuomintang
1
g�n­
tro l , with armed forc e s  of about 9 0 , 0 0 0  men . 
From January to Augu s t , 1 9 2 4 , a s  reported in A 
P ic to r i a l  B iography of Dr . Sun Yat- sen , S un gave a series 
o f  lecture s on the " Three Princ iples of the P eopl e "  to the 
members of mi l itary and c iv i l  departmen ts , in the hal l  of 
1 5 5  
Kwang- tung S en ior Norma l S chool , Canton . Thes e  lec ture s 
were important for h i s  personnel ,  Sun b e l i eved , becau s e  the 
psyc ho l og ic a l  recons truction should tak e  precedenc e over 
a l l  other recons truc t ions and the " Three P rinc ipl e s  of the 
Peop l e " l ec ture s were the ma j or part o f  the psycho logical 
reconstruction . 1 5 6  However ,  he d id not f in i sh the lec ­
ture s . 1 5 7  He had to go to Shao-kuan in north Kwang-tung 
f h ' 1 '  t '  f th N th E d '  . 1 5 8  o r  t e m 1  1tary prepara 10n o e o r  xpe 1t1on . 
The Northern Government in P ek ing was mainly re spon-
s ible for China ' s  international a f f a i r s  f rom 1 9 1 2 to 1 9 2 4 , 
whi le S un ' s  National Government in southern China was , a s  
reported b y  McAleavy J never accepted by the world a t  
large . 1 5 9  Due t o  the fighting among d i f f erent c l iques in 
the North , f rom 1 9 1 6  on , accord ing to Rowe , " the powers 
recogn i zed a series of ' governments • in Pek ing , but the 
rea l .power was in the hands of loc a l  l eader s , the ' war-
1 6 0  lord s • o f  the period . " The Northe rn Government faced 
a serie s of d iplomat ic c r i s e s  with Japan during thi s 
period . The fol lowing are two examp l e s : 
1 .  I n  1 9 1 4 , at the beginn ing o f  World War I ,  
ac cord ing to Rowe , " Japan j oined the A l l ie s  and attacked 
4 5  
the German l e a s ehold at Kiaochow Bay ( Ts ingtao ) , i n  Shan-
tung P rovince [ in northe rn China ] , " even though the 
Chin e s e  Government in Peking had a l ready proc l a imed its 
t 1 . 1 6 1 neu ra 1. ty . 
2 .  I n  1 9 1 5 , according to Rowe , J apan f orwarded to 
the Northe rn Government the so-cal led Twenty - one Demand s ,  
"which a imed at making China a . protec torate of Japan . " 1 6 2  
Purc e l l  a l s o  reported that Yuan , for obta ining Japane se 
support , " vi rtual ly accepted all o f  the notorious Twenty-
one D emand s . 11 1 6 3  
I n  genera l , the po l it ic a l  s ituation i n  China in 1 9 2 4  
wa s " in a mi s erab l e  s tate o f  divi s i on , "  a s  d e s c r ibed by 
1 6 4  Purce l l . There were two formal gove rnmen t s : one in the 
north , and the other one in the south , but mos t  of the coun-
t�y wa s a c tua l ly control led by many near s ighted warlord s . 
As reported by McAl eavy , the war l ord s were by no means 
within the construc t ive group : 
The knowl edge that the i r  tenure o f  power was pre­
car ious wa s i t s e l f  suf f ic ient to c a u s e  them to 
rega rd any long-term inve stments a s  a wa s te o f  
time , f o r  a waf�grd could not hope to found a 
local dynasty . · 
Among the many different l eader s 1  Sun Yat� s en 
appears to be the most sub l ime one , who a lway s seemed to 
devote hims e l f  to some unse l f i sh goa l s , such a s  the 
4 6  
psycholog i c a l  and phy s ic a l  recon struc t ions of h i s  country . 
Accord ing to "Invinc ibi l ity of Sun Yat - s en , "  an a rtic le 
in L iterary D ige s t , Ja�uary 2 0 , 1 9 2 3 , Sun al s o  c arried the 
popularity of a l l  China : 
I t  i s  wonderful how Suri , the defe ated l eader of 
Canton { by Chen Chiung-ming ] , s ti l l  c a rr i e s  the 
popularity of not only Canton but a l l  China 
. he i s  the only honest po l it ic ian l ik e ly to 
become the pre s ident of the Republ ic in the near 
future , and capab l e , if surrounded by c l ever 
yo�ng �6� ' of giving the Chine s e  s ome show of 
un.1.ty . 
" I f surrounded by c lever young men " i s  a pertinent modif ier 
for the d e s cription above . Sun suf fered f a i lure in the 
proc e s s  of seeking h i s  goa l s  before and a f ter the 1 9 1 1  
Revolution due to in suf f ic iency o f  c l ever per son s  around 
him .  Thi s a l so support s what Gould s a id - -China ' s  revol ution 
occurred be fore the country wa s menta l ly and spiritua l ly 
ready for i t . The National Governmen t  s e t  up by Sun in 
Canton , a s  de s c r ibed · by McA1eavy , "wa s a c reature even 
more l amentab l e  than its counterpart in Peking , being 
ob l i ged , on s everal occa s ion s J  to abandon its c apital c i ty 
at the loc a l  warlord ' s  change of whim· and scatter for 
safety _ to Hong Kong or the foreign s e t t l ement s  of  
Sh h 
. " 1 6 7 . ang a 1. • . The l ec tures on · the " Three Princ iples of 
4 7  
the Peop l e u ( a s  a treatment f or h i s  men ta l ly and spiritu-
a l ly retarded peopl e )  , as  wel l  as the . e s tabl i shment of the 
Whampoa Mi l itary Academy ( so he no longer re l i ed on the 
troops of the warlord s  for his idea l i stic goa l s )  , can be 
regarded , in some sense , as a react ion to the pr ior fai lure . 
I n  brief , the pol i tical s ituation in China at the 
time of the s e l e c ted speeche s was nothing other than 
upheaval and uncerta inty . Nobody in the c ountry seemed to 
dominate the pol it i c a l  stage . The long- term d i sunion of 
�he country and the end l e s s  f i ghting among the warlords 
mu st have l arge ly weakened the nation ' s  potential to 
upgrade i t s  international status and mainta in i ts internal 
stab i l i ty .  More problems would fol low i f  the s ituation 
could not be improved . The whol e  country , f i l l ed with 
hope l e s sne s s , seemed anxious about tomorrow ' s  survival . 
The S oc ial S itua tion in 1 9 2 4 
The c enter of the entire s oc i a l  system in China in 
the 1 9 2 0 s  wa s ,  accord ing to Monroe , the fami ly . 1 6 8 Within 
the pas t  s evera l thousand years , the fami ly in China , 
acc ord ing to McA l eavy , had evolved from a s impl e  form of 
in s uran c e  ( The parents beget sons to he lp in ti l l ing the 
ground and the s ons support the ir parent s  when the parents 
get o l d ·. )  into a sy stem of _ doc trine regulating every aspect 
f h . . . 1 6 9  h . d 1 o t e peop l e r s  act1.v1ty . · T 1. s  eve opment wa s due to 
4 8  
th-e inf luence o f  the vi rtue hs iao , i n i t i a l ly advocated by 
Confuc ius ( 5 5 1 - 4 7 9  B . C . ) and usua l ly trans l ated into 
Engl ; sh a s  f ; l ; a l p ; ety .
1 7 0  
I th 1 9 2 0  t d b � � � � n e s ,  a s . repor e y 
Monroe , h s iao wa s s ti l l  regarded a s  " the f ir s t  duty " of 
h b . b h h "  1 7 1  h ld h . f " 1  uman e 1ngs y t e C 1nese . It e · t e 1 r  am1 y 
together : 
A say ing o f  C onfuc iu s , " Chi ldren shoul d  not wander 
far whi l e  the ir parents are a l ive , " i s  yet com­
monly ob served and _holds the fami ly as a bond . In 
a s im i l a r  way , loyal ty to brother s ,  s i s te r s , and 
k in smen is taught . Violation of thes e 1 7�1 e s  may 
be brought before the fam i ly tribuna l . 
Ance s tor worship wa s a part of h s iao and important to the 
f " 1  1 7 3  am1 y .  "Worship of ance stors , "  ind i c a ted Monroe , " holds 
the f amily together and nec e s s itate s its  perpetuity by 
1 7 4  
adoption o f  sons , o r  by concub inage i f  nec e s sa ry . " 
Unl ike the family in the Wes t , the C h ine s e - fami l ie s  in the 
1 9 2 0 s  might c on s i s t  of four or f ive generations and four 
or f ive c o l lateral branche s . 1 7 5  S everal hundred d i s t inc t 
fami l i e s  in one v i l l age may have be longed to one " c l an " 
( a  group of peopl e  being descended from a . c ommon ance stor) , 
or repr e s ent more than one " c l an , " with s ever a l  fam i l i e s  
i n  e a c h  " c lan . " 1 7 6  
Under the strong family system , a c cord ing to Rowe , 
an inten s e , perhaps even extreme " fami l ia l  individua l i sm "  
could b e  f ound , whi l e  the " personal individua l i sm "  o f. _ the 
W ld h dl � . Ch " 1 7 7  . d "  d h e s t  cou ar · y ex1 st 1n 1na . Monroe 1n 1cate t at 
the people under thi s  syste�· usua l ly had very · l ittle contact 
4 9 
. 1 7 8 with the government .  The annual l and tax wa s about a l l  
the c ontac t that was e s s ential i n  norma l t ime s . 1
7 9 Most 
peopl e  were indiff erent to the d i s turbance o f  the wa rs of  
.the mi l itar i s t s  if  tho se wars were not in their immediate 
region . 1 8 0 Rowe a l so mentioned something with regard to 
the people 1 s  response toward the f ighting among the war-
l ords : 
• . by and l arge , the strugg le between the 
rival s for supreme - power seemed of no d i rect 
intere s t  to the people , who on ly wi s£8� it 
" would go away and l eave us a l onge . "  
The ord inary peop le in the 1 9 2 0 s  were obviou s ly not con-
cerned too much about poli tica l af fairs . 
The Chine s e , as reported by Harold Archer Van Dorn 
in h i s  book , Twenty Years of the Ch ine s e  Repub l ic , are 
charac ter i z ed as a people inc l ined to be prac tical and 
1 k· . . 1 ' . . t . 1 8 2  h . d .  d ac 1ng ln strong re lglous ln s 1nc t . Yet , e 1n 1cate , 
China never lacked rel i gion , but blended . many d i f ferent 
re l igions and its tradition together : 
I n  a sense she [ China ] might be c a l l ed the me l t ing­
pot of a l l  re l igions , for each of the four great 
f aiths of  the world has found she l ter here and been 
fused to a greater or les ser extent with the nat��e 
re l igious customs and tradi tion s  of  the people . 
For example , Confuc ianism , Taoi sm ,  and Buddh i sm ,  according 
to McAleavy , " have sometime s been cal l ed the three reli gions 
of China , " but " to the va st maj ority of _ peopl e  the three 
were in no s en se mutua l ly exc lus ive . " 1 8 4  Monroe reported 
that there could hardly be said to ex i s t  e i ther orthodoxy 
or heresy in China in the 1 9 2 0 s , e spec ia l ly among " the 
th 1 . . " . d b 
. 1 8  5 . · ree re 1g1ons ment1one a ove . He a l so emphas i zed 
that ance s tor worship wa s the rea l  re l igion of _ China : 
The. real religion of China , which permeate s the 
l ife of a l l  the people and determines the organ­
i z ation of soc iety and the charac teri s tic s of 
soc i a l  l if e , is  not Confuc ian i sm ,  Buddh i sm , or 
Taoi sm , but ance s tor worship . Con fuc i ani sm may 
furn i sh the framework of soc iety , Buddhi sm or 
Tao i sm may furnish the roof 1 8�ut the c u l t  of  the dead i s  the foundation . 
-
5 0  
In the We st , a s  reported by Monroe � the peop l e ' s  in stitu� 
tional l i fe is based upon the idea of " the continuity of 
soc ial organ i zation , "  and the ir re l igiou s  bel i e f s  are based 
upon _the idea of " the continuity of individua l l i f e . " 1 8 7 
In China of the 1 9 2 0 s , only " the continu i ty of the fami ly " 
wa s primary . 1 8 8  The ind ividual wa s o f  l ittle value except 
as he / she a s s i sted in pre serving the fami ly uni ty , and if 
l i f e  was kept norma l , there wa s l i tt l e  u s e  for further 
soc ial organ i z a tion . 1 8 9 Here was a rel igion in which 
prie sthood , churche s or temples , monk s or mona s terie s ,  a 
sac red book , or even Diety did not exi st , or were of  no 
importance i f  they ex i sted . 1 9 0  The combinat ion of " fami l ial 
individual i sm "  and rel igion f inal ly c au s ed the fol lowing 
revers a l s  of attitude between China and the Wes t :  The 
Wes tern c onc eption of future l i fe became in China ances tor 
worship : and e s sential ly the same princ iple became " in 
the Chri s t ian re l igion the keystone of orthodoxy and in the 
Ch . • t • t b d '  d 1 9 1  1ne se re l igion a superst1 1on o e era 1cate . "  
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China , accord ing t o  Monroe , ha s a long recorded 
his tory o f  educationa l admini stration dating f rom 
2 3 0 0  B . c . 1 9 2  Yet on ly a " perfec ted " examination sy stem wa s 
the heart of the - traditional education system unt i l  it was 
abol i s hed in 1 9 0 5 . 1 9 3 B e s ide s the examinat ion sys tem , a l l  
h 1 . 1 1  . . t 1 1 9 4 1 9 0 5  sc oo s were prac t1ca y pr1vate 1n con ro . From , 
both the imperial government and the repub l ican government 
approved many educatioQal reforms or change s ,  such as the 
e s tabl i shment of a centra l i z ed sys tem by the imperial 
government at the c lose of 1 9 0 5 , and " the a l te ration of the 
curriculum so a s  to encourage the spirit o f  democracy 
ins tead of that of reverenc e to the Manchu authorities " by 
the republ ican government in 1 9 1 2 . 1 9 5  Unfortunately , much 
of the e laborat ion of education sys tems wa s an ideal only , 
or a " pape r sys tem " before the 1 9 1 1  Revo lution . 1 9
6 
After 
1 9 1 1 , educ ational development wa s greatly retarded by the 
1 .  · 1 a · 1 ·  a ·  t b 1 9 7  po 1 t 1c a  an ml 1 tary l S  ur ance s . . I n  the 1 9 2 0 s , 
the re had grown up " a  subst itution of a provinc ial for 
the national sy s tem , '' and general ly the c ondition s  were 
" chaotic , "  and varied greatly from province to province and 
1 9 8 from year to year . 
S ince many re spec t s  of the tradit iona l  education 
were , accord ing to Monroe , s t i l l  true in the 1 9 2 0 s , 
e spec ial ly a s  c oncerned mas se s , they deserve further d i s ­
cus s ion. here . 1 9 9  Monroe indicated tha t  t h e  ba s ic 
d i f f erence between the Western educat ion and traditiona l 
Chine s e  education wa s : 
In  the Wes t  education i s  now c on s idered chiefly 
as  the means of af fecting the future , o f  deter­
mining progre s s . In China the old education was 
organ��0d whol ly as a means o f  pre serving the 
pa st . 
This was due to the influence of the Confuc ian texts , as  
2 0 1  reported by Monroe . H An accordance with nature " was 
cal led the " path of du�y " by Confuc iu s . 2 0 2 The " natural 
state " was the " ex i sting state of rel ation ships . " 2 0 3  
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F inal ly , the " path of duty 11 became " the maintenance of that 
which exi s t s , wi thout change or mod i f ication , "  to the 
trad itional scholars and even the whol e  soc iety . 2 0 4 The 
a im of the Chine se sy stem of government , who l ly composed of 
traditional " scholars in po l i t ic s , "  was a l so to prevent 
2 0 5  change . 
The Chine se soc iety in 1 9 2 4 , a s  c an be inferred 
from the data surrounding the 1 9 2 0 s , was in mos t  part a 
trad i tiona l one . The We stern convent ions or systems , even 
though introduced in - some corners of the c ountry , were 
being repel led by the deep-rooted Chines e  one s . The l i fe 
of  th i s  conservative people wa s on every s ide influenced 
by _thei r  s trong family system . Many rel igious bel iefs of 
the outs ide world_ had been adapted for s t rengthening the i r  
idea s  o f  _ " the continuity of _ the f�mi ly . "  The va lue of both 
organ i zation and the individual was ful ly. vic timi z ed by the 
11 fami l ia l  ind ividua l i sm . " The trad itional education 
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system 1 empha s i z ing the maintenanc e o f  what exi sts and the 
virtue hs iao a s  " the f irst duty 1 " should be re spons ible 
for th i s  conservat i sm and " famil i a l  individual i sm . " The 
un stab l e pol it ic a l  s ituation 1 of c our s e , a l so accounts 
large ly for the retardation of change in Ch ine se soc iety . 
The Economic S i tuation in 1 9 2 4 
-
According to McAleavy , China had a population of 
three hundred and fi fty mi l l ion people in 1 8 4 0 . 2 0
6 
Sun 
Yat-sen mentioned in his " Three P rinc ipl e s  o f  the People " 
speeche s in 1 9 2 4 that the estimated . popul a t ion of China 
2 0 7  was four hundred mi l l ion people . such a huge number of 
people ,  accord ing to Monroe , deserved foreign ers � · f frst · 
attention : " The first and more lasting impre s s ion one gets 
2 0 8  o f  China i s  of people- -mul ti.t udes of peop l e . " This 
huge population , a s  reported by Rowe , was usua l ly in itse l f  
the sourc e of  many prob lems inc lud ing ins u f f ic iency of food , 
and very low level s of  health and educ a tion .
2 0 9  Monroe al so 
reported that the streets and the hou s e s  in China in the 
1 9 2 0 s  were general ly narrow and crowded , and manpower wa s 
used exten s ive ly : 
. the narrow- s treets i  the economic _ use o f  hou se 
space , which puts the population on the s treets or 
on the narrow merchants 1 benche s and c ounters 
fac ing the stree t s ; the use of _ the s treets for 
foot pa s sengers only or chiefly ; the use of  human 
beings for a l l  need s of tran sportation ; a l l  add 
to the impre s s ion of crowds . In l arge c it i e s , 
where some streets are wide , and where there may 
be vehicular tra ffic , most of the c ity tra f f ic 
�n merGhand i s e  ��ij in transportation o f  buyers 
J.s by manpower . 
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. The high population was certa inly a very important factor 
wh ich negatively influenced the economic s ituat ion in China 
in the 1 9 2 0 s . 
The Chine se government in the 1 9 2 0 s , e spec ial ly the 
Northern one , wa s , according to Monroe , ma inly burdened with 
. - 2 1 1  large . mi l ita ry . expend J.ture s .  In  add i ti on , some of " the 
unequal treaties " made between the Manchu · regime and the 
forei gn powers before 1 9 1 2  were accepted by the government ,  
and they were undoubtedly detrimenta l to the c ountry ' s  
economic cond ition . 2 1 2 Foreign control o f  the cus toms 
service wa s one in s tance among them . " Ta r i f f  autonomy 
would contribute d irec tly to improvement o f  e conomic 
cond ition s , "  but , Monroe indicated , " only i f  the customs 
2 1 3  service i s  admini s tered wi sely and hones tly . "  Rowe 
al so reported that the economic environment wa s " highly 
di s turbed " in China between 1 8 9 5  and 1 9 3 0 ,  due to the 
l · t ·  1 d " l " t t 1 there . 2 1 4  B " d  th · po 1 1ca an m1 1 ary s rugg e e s 1  es e1r 
direct harm to the country , war and chao s f rom the pol i tic al 
and mi l itary s trugg le even drove capital into the . foreign 
conc e s s ion areas , where the control of  money and f inanc e 
was not in China . 2 1 5  On the other hand , the Chinese people 
could survive many years of cont inuous c iv i l  war ,  according 
to Rowe , ma inly because of two facts : 
F i r s t , the armies and weapon s of  war wh ich were 
be ing used in China generally lack�d enou�h ma s s  
and power t o  bring general des truc tion t o  the 
productive fac i l ities of any given area ; and 
second , s ince there was no nationa l  economy , 
economic d i sruption s were chief ly loca l  and 
regiona l an� �hu� 1gould not bring about a general economic c r 1. s 1. s . 
He indic ated that the reason China wa s kept economica l ly 
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divided wa s l ack o f  modern communication , and trade between 
dif ferent area s wa s not common : 
·-
Ra i lroad deve lopment was very s l ight except in 
Manchuria 7 an area dominated by Ru s s ia and Japan 
and where thes e  powers developed rai lways under 
the ir own control . The use of the automobi l e  
and a irpl ane was j ust beginning i n  C hina . Thus 
trade between diffe�I�t ma j or regions in China 
wa s a mere trick le . 
China wa s , according to Rowe , prima r i ly an agri-
2 1 8 cultural country before 1 9 3 0 . Concern ing the agricul-
ture and the land in China in the · l 9 2 0 s , Monroe reported 
that the people in general had only a very sma l l  unit of 
the hold ings . 2 1 9  The average s i ze of the f arm in all China 
2 2 0  wa s l e s s  than three acre s . The s i z e of the farm usual ly 
could no t support the whole family of the owner , a s  shown 
by the fol lowing inves tigat ion : 
The Chines e  Bureau of Economic Informat ion e sti­
mate s that for the wheat area of  the North it 
would take the crop of 4 . 7  acre s of  whe a t  to 
support a fami ly of f ive at sub s i stence point·; 
that thirty- three percent of the farms are 
l e s s  than one acre in extent ; that f i f ty - f ive 
percent are one and one�hal f . ac re s or2 �1 s s ; and that the large holdings are very f ew . 
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Due. t o  _the lack of _ sc ient i f ic inve s t i gation and knowledge , 
Mbnroe a l so reported , even with 8 0  or 8 5  percent o f  the 
popu l a t ion engaged in food-ra i s ing occupa t ion s , there wa s 
not suf f ic ient food to supply the actua l l i fe need s of the 
2 2 2  
peop l e . 
Under the c ircums tance mentioned above , the l iving 
s tandard of the Chine s e  people in the 1 9 2 0 s  wa s , a s  
- - 2 2 3  reported by Monroe , ve�y low .  As indi cated by an 
inves t i ga t ion in 1 9 2 2 , sponsored by the I n ternational 
Famine Re l i e f  Commi s s ion , the yearly income o f  mo s t  famil i e s  
in the four provinc e s  inve stigated wa s. 1 5 0 Chines e  si lver 
dol lars ( or in American money , $ 7 5 )  .
2 2 4  
Mos t  peopl e  had 
no meat s , f i sh , eggs , mi lk � or mi lk product s  for the ir 
food , but re l i ed chie f ly on grains , vege tab l e s , . and 
fruits .
2 2 5  
The f requency of famine , according to Monroe , 
seriou s ly a f fected the economic condi tion o f  C h ina in the 
1 9 2 0 s .
2 2 6  Two inve stigation s  d i sc losed tha t there were 
1 , 8 2 8  famine s in China between 1 0 8  B . C .  and 1 9 1 1 , - and a l l  
were o f  suffic ient extremity t o  requ ire government ac tion 
for the ir re l ie f .
2 2 7  Each famine c ou l d  c au se an incredib le 
amount of death and misery . 
One l a s t ing from 1 8 7 6 to 1 8 7 9  cau sed the death 
of thirteen mi l l ion peopl e _  Even with a l l the 
fac i l i t i e s  of modern transportation , in the 
rec7n t  f���fte of - 1 9 2 0 , f ive hundred thousand 
per l s hed . 
Drought wa s the mo st common among many c a u s e s  of  the 
famine s .
2 2 9  
I t  might cause failure of c rops at f ir s t ; 
and s ince there wa s " l i ttle accumu lated surplu s , with no 
adequate tran sportat±on fac i l itie s , "  starvat ion in the 
5 7  
f f  t d f . '1 1 . 
. 
. t b l  2 3 0  a ec e areas wa s 1na y 1nev1 a e • The other cause s 
. d 1 1 
. 
1 l " t "  1 d . 1 
2 3 1  var1 e  arge y - �econom1c , natura , p o  l 1 c a  , a n  soc la . 
Handicraft was , as  reported by Monroe , developed 
early in China and exi � ting in the 1 9 2 0 s  for s ome rea sons :  
Earl ier than any other peopl e , the Chine s e  devel ­
oped a minute d ivis ion of l abor in indus tr i a l  
pur sui t s . D u e  chie f ly t o  the pre s sure of popula­
t ion but partly to the early deve lopment of the 
ar t s , partly to the abs ence . of machinery , partly 
to i solat ion , the minute divi s ion o f  l abor con­
tinue s and results 2 �2 the continuance o f  the 
handicra ft system . 
The hand icraft system could be eas i ly f ound in many fami-
l ie s , whe re agricultural or other forms of work were 
suppl emented by spinning , weaving , embroidery , lace work , 
etc . 2 3 3  I t  could a l so be found in many shops or s tore s 
in larger v i l l age s , town s , and . c it i e s , which were not only 
the places  whe re artic l e s  were sold , but where artic l e s  
were made . 2 3 4 I n  the 1 9 2 0 s , a part of t h e  sy s tem was 
adapted to produce some items , such a s  rug s , for the quan-
t . f h w t 2 3 5  1ty marke t  o t e e s  . Some We s tern produc ts , such as  
the kni t t ing machine , had a l so been introduced to the 
2 3 6  
sys tem . 
Whi le the agricu l ture wa s suppl emented by the work 
of _ handic raft in many areas , accord ing to Monroe , modern 
indus try a l so began to c ome into China in the 1 9 2 0 s .
2 3 7  
Modern indus try c aused many prob l ems a s  we l l  a s  benefits 
for the country .
2 3 8  
" Th e  modern indus try---machinery and 
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organ i z a t ion�- , "  he indicated , "mu s t  suppl ement the l imited 
product ion of food [ in China ] . " 2 3 9  Y e t , s ome prob l ems , 
such a s  " the appa l l ingly low wage " and the abus e  of child 
l abor , a l so became very common in the c ountry . 2 4 0  
The economic s ituation in China i n  1 9 2 4 , a s  shown 
by the data around the 1 9 2 0 s , was c lo s e ly rel a ted to its 
pol itic a l  or s oc ia l  counterpart . The who l e  c ountry was 
poverty � s tricken ma inly because of continuous war and chaos . 
Over-popu lation and l ack of indu s tr i a l  techno l ogy a l so 
contributed to the in suff ic iency of i t s  food supply . Even 
though modern industry had been introduced to thi s  
agricul tural c ountry , i t  did not mate r i a l ly improve the 
si tuation . A we l l-arranged nation-wide economic p l an 
seemed to be the best solut ion i f  the country could be 
pol itic a l ly un i f ied and stable in the future . 
Summary 
S un Yat- s en was born in 1 8 6 6  in Kwang- tung , a 
southern province of China which had c onnec tion s  with 
We s tern c ountr i e s . Before the Ching dynas ty ( 1 6 4 4 - 1 9 1 1 ) , 
h i s  anc e s tors had moved from the North mo s t ly because of 
pol itic a l  s ituation s . Nobody _ in h i s  f ami ly had been within 
the rul ing group s ince the beginn ing of the Manchu regime 
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o f  . . . the Ching dynasty . Suri ' s f ami ly was origina l ly poor , 
but thi s s i tuation improved a s  Suri ' s e l d e s t  brother 
succe s s fu l ly bui l t  up h i s  own enterpri s e  in Hawa i i . Owing 
to the fami ly backgrourid , Sun rece ived mos t  of h i s  
educ ation in We stern schoo l s , inc luding the school s with 
Wes tern e duc at ion sys tems in Hawa i i , Hong Kong and Canton 
{ China ) . After s pending severa l years in Hawa i i , Sun 
be c ame intole rant of China ' s  backwardne s s · whi l e  he was 
s tudying in Hong Kong and Canton for h i s  high school and 
co l l ege education . H i s  acquaintance with ant i-Manchu s ecret 
soc ietie s , and comparison between B r i t i s h - governed Hong 
Kong and Chine se - governed Kwang-tung during th i s  period 
further r e in fo rced h i s  bel ief that the imperial government ,  
or the Manchu reg ime of China shoul d  be overthrown . 
The Manchu regime , regarded a s  an a l i en rul er in 
China by mos t  Chine se people ,  faced many external prob l ems 
wi th Japan , Ru s s ia and certain Wes tern powers , and internal 
dif f icul t i e s  with anti-Manchu secret soc i e t ie s and large 
rebe l l ion s . After a series of defeat s , the regime had to 
accept many " unequal treatie s . "  Under the " unequa l 
treatie s , "  China wa s actua l ly control led by many fore i gn 
countries .  
The imper i a l  government was taken ove.r by . repub­
l ic an fqrm s inc e 1 9 1 2  ma inly as a r e su l t  of S un 1 s  revolu­
tionary movement .  Yet , most Chine s e  peopl e  had not been 
6 0  
menta lly and spiritua l ly ready for a new e ra . The 
pre s ident Yuan Shih�kai ' s  intention to c hange the repub­
l ic an sys tem back to the monarchy , wi th h ims e l f  a s  the new 
emperor , in 1 9 1 6  caused the tragedy o f  so-c a l l ed warlord i sm 
in Ch ina a s  wel l  as  h i s  own death . The who l e  c ountry was 
immediately d ivided up under the war l ord s , and f i l l ed with 
war and chaos before and during 1 9 2 4 . The gove rnment in 
Peking , a fter Yuan , wa� constantly manipu l ated by several 
more powerful warlords . Foreign powe r s , suc h  a s  Japan , 
were s trongly inf luer1tial in the government , whi l e  many 
" unequa l treatie s "  were s t i l l  val id . 
The f ami ly was the center of the C h in e s e  soc iety 
in the 1 9 2 0 s . Nothing wa s more important to mos t  Chines e  
peopl e  than " the continuity o f  the f ami ly . "  Mo st people 
a l so su f fered from poverty and insuf f ic ient food supply 
due to continuous war and chaos , over-popu l a t i on , and 
indu s t r i a l  backwardne s s . I t  seems that they had not been 
taken c a re of by any government for a long time . Thi s  
soc i a l - ec onomic s i tuat ion made the peopl e ' s  ind i f ference 
to the de s t iny of their country very obvi ou s . 
S un Yat- s en did not give up h i s  idea l to e s tab l i sh 
a real repub l ican government in Ch ina even though he 
encoun te red a number of failure s and d if f ic u lt ie s  before 
1 9 2 4 . A s outhern government_ wa s e s tab l i s hed in Canton by 
him not l ong before 1 9 2 4 . He a l so pl anned the Northern 
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Expedition for the reun i f ication o f  the c ountry , and pre­
pared a s e t  of theories and p l an s  for the rec on s truc tion 
of the couritry . F ina l ly , he dec ided to introduc e  the 
" Three P r inc ipl e s  of the Peop l e " - -the e s sentia l s  of hi s 
pol it i c a l  and economic theory- -to h i s  pol i t i c a l and 
mi l i tary per sonne l in Canton by a s erie s of speeche s in 
1 9 2 4 . 
China in 1 9 2 4 , a s  we c an s e e  from i t s  pol i ti c a l ­
soc i a l � ec onomic m i l ieu , was in a mi serab l e  s tate of 
upheava l and unc ertainty . The coun try n eeded to be 
reun i f i ed as  i t  was before Yuan ' s  death . A we l l - rounded 
nation-wide p l an for its recons truction and pro sperity , 
a f te r  reun i f ic ation , wa s a l so urgently needed . 
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CHAPTER I I I  
INDUCT IVE SUPPORT AND DEDUCT IVE REASON ING 
IN THREE SELECTED SPEECHES 
The purpo se of th i s  chapter was to an swer the fol­
lowing que s ti on s , wh ich appeared under " Purpo s e  of the 
Inve s t igat i on " in Chapter I :  
1 .  What wa s the or igin of the sel ected speeche s ?  
2 .  What as s ertions are found in the s e l ec ted 
speeche s ?  
3 . How exten s ive ly and how effec t ive ly d id Sun 
use induct ive support to sub s tantiate the var iou s a s sertion s 
in the s e l e c ted speeche s ?  
4 .  How extens ive ly and how e f f ec t ive ly d id Sun use 
deduc tive rea soning to e s tab l i sh his  as sertion s in the 
selected speeche s ?  
Proc e s s  of Choo s ing C rite r i a  
Among many speech books , Lester Thons s en , A .  _ Craig 
Baird and Wa ldo W .  B raden ' s  Speech C r i t ic i sm unchangeably 
provide s a c ommonly acc epted standard for rhetori c a l  
critic i sm .  The origina l ed ition of the book had on ly two 
authors :  Le s ter Thon s s en and A .  C ra i g  B a i rd . Waldo W .  
Braden j oined them in the second edit ion . A l l  of the three 
7 4  
authors have been among the outs tanding scho l a r s  i n  the 
speech f ie ld . Everyone of them has served a s  pres ident of 
the Spe ech As s oc i at ion of America at dif feren t time s , and 
ha s been the author or the ed itor of numerous pub l ic a -
t . 1 1.on s . Their tra ining and long� term invo lvement in the 
field make the book , Speech Critic i sm , of both theoretical 
and empiric a l  va lue . This book a l s o  provid e s  deta i l ed 
criteria for the eva luat ion of induc tive support and 
deductive re a s on ing . I t  seems that the se criteria a re the 
be st ones now avai l able in the speech f i e l d . 
Inductive Criteria 
The c r i teria for eva luating induc tive suppor t , as 
stated by Thon s sen , Ba ird and Braden , are : 
1 .  Are the in stances examined " true " or what 
they appear to be ? 
2 .  Are the instance s examined suf f ic ient in 
number to warrant the genera l i z ation ? 
3 .  Are the instance s representative ? 
4 .  Are negative in stanc e s  d i scoverab l e ? 
5 .  Doe s the method of e l iminating a l ternative 
hypothe s e s  va l idate the conc lus ion ?  
6 .  Does the genera l i zat ion conform to the l aws
· 
of  probab i � i ty and causation ( sc ient i f ic 
ana l y s i s ) ? 
Among the se criteria l i sted above , on ly the f i rst 
three wi l l  be appl ied . The main reason for th i s  dec i s ion is  
that the s e l e c ted speeches were given about s ix ty years ago , 
and today we can hardly check the al ternative cour s e s  of 
ac tion tha t might have been taken in a time so long 
ago . S ome in s tanc e s  which are ava i l able to u s  now might 
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not have been ava i l ab l e  to the speaker i n  1 9 2 4 ; and some 
others not ava i labl e  now might have been ava i l ab l e  in 1 9 2 4 . 
In  other word s , on ly the cr iteria 1 - 3  are c l ea r ly 
appl icab l e  to the evidence after it has been identi f ied . 
The cr ite r i a  4 - 6 , on the other hand , deal w i th the a l ter-
native s , and thu s c annot be applied with any c erta inty . 
Deductive Criteria 
At the same t ime , Thons s en , Baird and B r ad en ind i -
cate that trad i t iona l logic h a s  organi z ed i t s  c oncepts and 
treatment of deduc tion under the syl logi s t ic forms o f  
. . . . d 1 . 
3 
ma J or prem1 s e s , m1nor prem1 s e s , an cone u s 1on s . The 
criteria for j udging deduc tive rea son ing , as reported by 
them , should be divided into three categories accord ing to 
the framing of the ma j or premise of the typical form s : 
categorical ( as sertion without qua l i f ication ) , d i s j unc tive 
( the ma j or premi s e  l i sts al ternative pos s ib i l i t ie s ) , and 
the hypothet ical ( the ma j or premi se expres se s  a c ond i tion )  . 4  
The three categori e s  c an be repres ented in the f o l lowing 
examples : 
Categoric a l  syl logi sm 
MIDDLE TERM 
MAJOR PREMI SE : Al l rhetoricians 
MINOR TERM 
MINOR PREMI SE : Thoma s Wil son 
MINOR TERM 
CONCLUS I ON : Thomas Wil �on 
MAJOR TERM 
re ly upon the 
c l a s s ic s . 
MIDDLE TERM 
i s  a rhe toric ian . 
MAJOR TERM 
re l ie s  upon 5 the 
c l a s s ic s . 
D i sjunc tive syl logi sm 
MAJOR PREMISE : 
MINOR PREMI SE : 
E i ther overproduction or undercon­
sumption wa s re spon s ib l e  for the 
pos twar depre s s ion . 
Overproduc tion wa s not respon s ib le . 
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CONCLUS I ON : Therefore , underc on sumpt ion wa s 6 
respon s ib l e  for the po stwar depre s s ion . 
Hypothe tical syl logi sm 
MAJOR PREMI SE : 
MINOR PREMI SE : 
CONCLUS I ON : 
I f  wor ld peace i s  to be ach i eved , 
the Un ited Nations mus t  be supported . 
World peace mu st be achieve d . 
There fore ,
7
the United Nation s mu st be 
supported . 
The cr iteria for eva luating deduc t ive r ea soning , 
under each syl logi s tic form , are as  fol l ows : 
Categoric a l  syl logi sm 
1 .  The syl logi sm mus t  contain a ma j or prem i s e , 
a minor premi se , and a conc lus ion 
2 .  I t  mu s t  c ontain three terms : ma j or ,  midd l e , 
and minor . !he arrangement of the se terms 
in the propo s ition s conforms to the scheme 
previou s ly outl ined . 
3 .  The midd l e  term of the sy l logi sm mu s t  b e  
d i s tributed - - i . e . , used in a unive r s a l  s en s e , 
meaning " a l l " or " every " - - in at l ea s t  one 
o f  the premi s e s . 
4 .  To be d i s tributed in the conc lus ion , the term 
mus t  be d i s tr ibuted in one of the premi s e s . 
5 .  Two negat ive premi s e s  make impo s s ib l e  the 
drawing of a va l id conc lus ion . 
6 .  I f  one prem i s e  i s  negative , the conc l u s i on 
mus t  l ikewi s e  be negative . 
7 .  Negative conc lus ions cannot be draw unl e s s  one 
premi se is negat ive . 
8 .  The f�c ts a l l eged in the premi s e s  shou l d  be 
true . 
D i sj unc t ive syl logism 
1 .  The a l ternative pos s ib i l i t ies ment ioned in 
the ma j or premise shou ld be as  exhau s t ive a s  
the c a s e  wi l l  permi t .  
2 .  The enumera ted pos s ib i l i ti e s  shou ld not 
ove rlap . 
3 . I f  the minor premise a f f i rms one o f  the a l te r­
native s , the conc lus ion mus t  deny the other . 
4 .  I f  the minor prem i s e  den i s e  one o f  the a l ter- 9 
native s , the conc lus ion must a f f i rm the othe r . 
Hypothet i c a l  syl logi sm 
1 .  I f  the minor premise a f f i rms the antec edent , 
the conc lus ion mu st a f f i rm the c on s equent . 
2 .  I f  the minor premi se den i s e  the consequent , 
the conc lus ion mus t  deny the antecedent . 
3 .  A den i a l  o f  the antecedent or an a f f i rmation 
of the consequent does not make pos s i�6e the 
rea l i z a t ion of a rel iab l e  conc l u s ion . 
The Speeche s Chosen 
As s tated in Chapter I under " Me thodo logy o f  the 
Inve s tigat ion , "  the fol lowing three speeche s were chosen 
from Sun Ya t- s en ' s  " Three Princ iples of the P eop l e " 
speeche s :  
1 .  11 The P r inc i p l e  of Nationa l i sm , " lecture s ix 
2 .  " The Princ ipl e  of Democ racy , "  lecture one 
3 . " The P r inc iple of L ive l ihood , "  lecture four . 
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Ful l texts o f  the s e  three speeche s appear in the append ixe s .  
Method of Analys i s  
I n  order to analyze the selected speeches con s i st-
ently and e f f ic i en t ly , the method of ana lys i s  needed to be 
careful ly de s igned . F i rst , the origin of the s e l ec ted 
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speeche s was inve stigated _ Whi l e  deal ing with each speech , 
the fol lowing steps were compl eted : 
1 .  Al l the a s s ertions , or ma in po int s , S un tr ied 
to make were extrac ted . 
2 .  Each a s sertion was ana ly zed independen t ly . 
Both induc tive support and deductive rea son ing for each 
as sertion were identif ied . I f  the a s s ertion was f ound to 
be supported by induc tion and / or deduc tion , the i t ems of 
induc tive s upport and /or deductive rea s on ing were tota l ed . 
3 .  The items of inductive support unde r  each 
a s sertion 1 i f  any , were c l a s s i f ied into examp l e s 1 s tati s ­
tic s , tes t imony , and accepted trui sms . Al l the ba s i c  
tru i sms and h i storic a l  tradition s were treated a s  accepted 
trui sms . When items were too equivoc al to be iden t i f i ed 
with any certainty , a d i scuss ion with my advi sor , D r . Wayne 
E .  Hooges traa t , wa s engaged to work out a f ina l dec i s ion . 
4 .  F inal ly , the re l ated criteria were app l i ed to 
dec ide the e f f ectiven e s s  of the induct ive suppor t  and /or 
deduc tive rea son ing . 
5 .  A c ompos ite eva luation , conc erning the exten­
s ivene s s  and e f fec t ivene s s  of the inductive support and the 
deduc tive reas oning in the three speeche s 1 wa s made a f ter 
all  the a s sertions in the speeches had been ana ly z ed . 
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Ana lys i s  o f  the Three Speech e s  
Origin o f  the Three Speech e s  
O n  November 2 4 , 1 8 9 4 , Sun Yat- sen , ac cording to 
Haro ld Z. S c h i f f r in in his · book , Sun Yat- sen : Re luc tant 
Revo lut ionary ,  estab l i shed an antidynastic organi zation , 
Hs ing Chung Hui ( The Revival of China S oc iety )  in Hawaii . 1 1  
The aim s  o f  th i s  organi zation , to which ind ividua l members 
had to p l edge loya l ty ,  were , as  reported by Chuang Cheng 
in h i s  book , Kuo Fu Sheng P ing Yu Chih Yeh , " expu l s ion of 
the Manchu s , res toration of Chine se rul e , and the e s tabl i sh-
1 2  
ment o f  a repub l ican government . "  Acc ord ing t o  Chuang , 
the ba s ic idea of the Princ ipl e s  of Nation a l i sm and D emoc -
racy wa s f ir s t  revealed by these aims , of which the f irst 
two were re l ated to the Nationa l i sm and the last wa s to 
1 3  
the Democ racy . When Tung Meng Hui ( The China F edera l 
A s s oc ia t ion ) wa s formed in Tokyo in 1 9 0 5  to sub s t i tute for 
H s ing Chung Hui , there were four aims of the party ' s  member­
ship oath . 1 4  " The equa l i zation of l and rights " wa s added 
. h . . 1 th 
15 
h . . as the fourth a 1m to t e or1g1na ree . T 1 s  a 1m ,  
according to Chuang , wa s the origin o f  the Princ ipl e of 
L ive l ihood .
1 6  Accord ing to Schiffrin , the three term s  
" Nationa l i sm , "  " Democ racy , !I and " Live l ihood " were a l so men-
tioned for the f ir s t  time by Sun in 1 9 0 5 , in h i s  introduc -
tion to the f ir s t  i s sue of People ' s  Report ( a  newspaper 
- . . . . 1 7 pub l i s hed. by Tung Meng Hul )  . 
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S un ' s  Nationa l i sm ,  according to David N e l son Rowe 
in. h i s  book , Modern China , provided broader meaning of 
" anti- forei gn i sm "  than the origina l " expu l s ion o f  the 
Manchus " during and a f ter the First World War : 
• the r i s ing tide o f  anti - fore ign i sm in China 
during and after the F i rst World War gave new 
mean ing to Dr . Sun ' s doc trine s of " nat iona l i sm "  
wh ich he 1fiad origina l ly aimed at the Manchu dynasty . 
I n  1 9 1 9 , a s  reported by Chuang , whi l e  s tay ing in 
S hanghai , a fter he re s igned from the Mi l i tary Government in 
Canton , Sun began to wri te a book , " The Three P r inc ipl e s  of 
1 9  the People . "  The manuscript s ,  however ,  were de stroyed by 
fire during C hen Chiung-ming ' s  coup-d ' etat in 1 9 2 2 . 2 0 As 
Sun hims e l f  said in 1 9 2 4 : 
My note s and manuscripts which repre sented the 
mental l abor of years and hundred s o f  fore i gn 
book s which I had col lected for referenc e were 
a l l  d2ftroyed by f ire . It wa s a d i s tre s s in g  
l o s s . 
The s ixteen " Three Princ iples of the P eop l e " 
speeche s del ivered by S un between January 2 7  and Augu st 2 4 , 
1 9 2 4 , accord ing to S un h imsel f ,  left out muc h  tha t  wa s in 
hi s former manu scripts .
2 2  
The speeches selec ted for 
analy s i s  in th i s  c hapter are " The Princ iple of Nationa l i sm , " 
lecture s ix ,  given on March 2 ,  1 9 2 4 ; " The P r inc i p l e  o f  
Democ racy , "  l e c ture one , on March 9 ,  1 9 2 4 ; and " The 
Princ iple of L ive l ihood , "  lecture four , on Augu s t  2 4 , 1 9 2 4 . 
The original text of the speeche s wa s , a s  men tioned 
in Chapte r I ,  written down in Chine se by Hwang Chang-ku . 
I t , a s  I know , h a s  been trans lated into many d i f f erent 
language s within the past few decade s .  I n  thi s  c hapter 
the Engl i sh vers ion titled , San Min Chu I :  The �hree 
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Princ ipl e s  of the People , tran s l ated by F rank W .  Price and 
publ i shed by China Pub l i shing Company ( Ta iwan ) in 1 9 6 4  
wa s used . The Chine se ver s ion pub l i shed by Chung Yang 
Wen Wu Kung Ying She ( The Central I n formation S ervic e )  , 
Taiwan in 1 9 7 2  was a l so used for add itional r e ferenc e . 
As sertions 
" The Princ iple of Na tiona l i sm , " 
Lec ture S ix 
Read ing and rereading of the text of " The Princ iple 
of Nationa l i sm , " lecture s ix ,  made it c l ear that the 
as sertion s in the speech inc luded the fol lowing : 
1 .  " To know and to un ite are two e s senti a l s  for reviving 
our nat ional i sm "  
2 .  " I f  we want to re s tore our race ' s  stand ing , b e s ides 
un iting a l l in to a great nationa l  body , we mus t  f i � s t  
recover our anc ient mora lity "  
3 .  I f  we want to rega in our national spiri t , " we mus t  
revive not on ly our moral i ty but a l so our o ld learning " 
4 .  " I f we wan t  to res tore our former standing , we mu st 
a l so revive our anc ient powers " 
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5 ..  " To advance China to a first plac e  amon<J. the nation s , "  
we wi l l  " need to l earn the strong point s  of Europe 
and Ame r ic a " 
6 ..  After China reache s the first place , i t  s houl d  " re scue 
the weak , l i ft up the fal l en "  
Eva luation 
As sertion one 
The f i r s t  a s sertion in the speec h wa s " To know and 
to un ite are two e s sentia l s  for reviving our nation a l i sm . " 
The f ir s t  part of the speech wa s given for the development 
of thi s  a s sertion . 
S ince " to know and to unite " were two terms too 
broad to carry any exac t meaning for u s , they n eeded to be 
def ined . " To know and to un ite " were exp l a ined and l imited 
in th i s  s peech by the speaker a s : 
F i r s t , we mus t  unders tand that we occupy today a 
most per i l ou s  pos i tion ; and second , knowing our 
danger , we mu st uti l i ze China ' s  anc ient soc i a l  
group s , as  the family and the c l an , and con so l i ­
date them t o  form a great national body . 
I nduc tive support .  Nothing which could be identi-
f i ed a s  induc tive support for th is a s sertion wa s f ound , 
even though a c areful study o� . the speech .had been done . 
The speaker doe s not appear to uti l i z e any induc t ive support 
for thi s a s sertion , and there fore , urider thi s  a s sertion , 
sure ly the speaker fai led to fol low c r i ter ion 2 s inc e no 
support was o f fered . 
Deductive rea soning .  Ana ly s i s  o f  the speech 
revea l ed tha t there were two hypothetic a l  sy l logi sms 
e s tabl i shed for the as sertion . The speak er d i d  rely , 
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though not heavi ly , on some deduc tive rea son ing to deve lop 
th i s  a s s ertion . 
The f i r s t  hypothe tic al syl logi sm wa s imp l i ed in the 
fol lowing enthymeme � 
I f  we want to re store our national standing , we 
mu s t  f i r s t  revive our nationa l  spirit . 
Even though the minor premi se and c onc lu s ion were 
not expre s sed , they cou ld be supplied wi thout c hanging the 
speakers apparent mean ing : 
MAJOR PREMI SE : I f  we want to re store our nat iona l s tand ing , 
we mu s t  f i r s t  revive our nation a l  spirit . 
MINOR PREMI SE : We want to re s tore our nationa l s tanding . 
CONCLUS I ON : We must f irst revive our nat iona l  spirit . 
Thi s hypothe tical syl logi sm met the c r i teria 
stated be fore . I t  fol lowed the f i r s t  rul e  very we l l ;  i . e . , 
the minor premi se a f f i rmed the antecedent whi l e  the con-
e lus ion a l so a f f i rmed the consequent .  The other two ru l e s  
d id n o t  apply , s ince the minor premise of the sy l l ogi sm 
ne ither denied the antecedent , nor a f f i rmed the consequent . 
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The syl logi sm c ou l d , there fore , be regarded a s  an e f f ec tive 
one . 
The s econd hypothetic al syl logi sm wa s 1  l ik e  the 
f ir s t  one 1 an enthymeme , wi th only the ma j or p remi s e  c l early 
expre s s ed : 
I f  we wan t to revive our nationa l  spir i t , we mus t  
ful f i l l  two c ondition s [ to know and t o  un i te ] . 
I t  could be rewri tten to a syl logi s tic form a s  
fo l l ows : 
MAJOR PREMI SE : I f  we want to revive our nat ion a l  spiri t , 
we mus t  fu l f i l l  two cond i t ion s [ to know and 
to un ite ] . 
MINOR PREMI SE : We want to revive our national spirit . 
CONCLUS I ON : We mu s t  fu l f i l l  two condit ion s [ to know 
and to un ite ] . 
I n  the sy l logi sm above , the minor prem i s e  and the 
conc lus ion a f f irmed re spective ly the antec edent and the 
consequent in the ma j or premi se . For the s ame rea s on as 
for the f i r s t  hypothetic al sy l l ogism , the c r ite ria have 
been met . 
As sertion two 
The sec ond a s sert ion in the speech wa s : " I f we wan t 
to re s tore our race ' s  stand ing , bes ide s un i t ing a l l  into a 
great national body , we mu st first recover our anc i ent 
mora l i ty . " 
I nduc tive support .  Care ful s tudy of the text 
showed s ix examp l e s , two i tems of te s t imony , and three 
acc epted tru i sms u s ed by the speaker to support thi s  
a s s ertion . 
The exampl e s  were : 
1 .  Mongo l s  were absorbed by the Chines e  
2 .  Manchus were a s s imi l ated by the Chine s e  
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3 .  The speaker saw the charac ter for " F i l ia l  D evot ion " in 
an anc e s tral temple 
4 .  The speaker saw . the extra l arge charac ter for " F i l ia l  
Devotion " i n  another temple 
5 . The Chin e s e  do not use written contrac t s . 
6 .  Korea ha s been d e s troyed by Japan 
The items of te stimony were : 
1 .  Mot z e : 
2 .  Jesus : 
" Love without discrimination !I  
" Univer s a l  love " 
The accepted trui sms were : 
1 .  " A  nation become s s trong at f irst by the expan s ion of 
its  mi l i tary power , then by the deve l opment o f  various 
forms of c u l ture " 
2 .  F i l ia l  duty in the " Canon of F i l ia l  P ie ty "  
3 .  " He who de l ights not in k i l l ing a man can un i fy a l l  men u 
The speak er adopted e l even items o f  induc tive sup-
port in deve lopment of thi s  s econd as sertion . 
support wa s extens ive ly used . 
I nduc tive 
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Al l the evidence used a s  induc tive support appears 
to. have been true a t  the t ime of the speech . They were 
a l s o  su f f i c i en t  in number to warrant the a s sertion . The 
examp l e s  one and two and the accepted trui sm one were u s ed 
to s upport the speaker ' s  subord inate point : Mora l i ty i s  
important t o  the country . A l l  the others were for another 
subord ina te point : China ' s  moral standard s u s ed to be very 
high , and they shou ld be recovered . The instance s  were 
j udged to be repre s entat ive of Chine s e  h i s tory . For 
example , the Chine s e  had been complete ly c onquered twic e  by 
a l i en peopl e ,  i . e . , by Mongo l s  and Manchus . The s e  a l ien s  
who came t o  China had f inal ly been a s s imi l ated b y  the 
Chine s e , and at the time Sun wa s speak ing it wa s c ommon ly 
be l ieved that they had been a s s imi lated l arge ly owing to 
the ir infe rior s tandard of cul ture and mora l i ty .  I t  wa s 
thu s  appropriate for the speaker to use the s e  two examp l e s  
t o  i l lus trate the importance of culture and mora l i ty . I n  
add i tion , the mora l i t i e s  such as F i l ia l  P i e ty , K indne s s  
and Love , about which the speaker offered many i n s tance s ,  
were a lway s h i ghly apprec i ated in the anc ient Chine s e  
soc iety . They could undoubted ly represent the " anc i ent 
mora l i ty . " S ince a l l  the c r iteria adopted have been met , 
the inductive support for the second a s sertion s hou l d  be 
regarded as e f fective . 
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Deduc tive reasoning . Two hypothetic a l  sy l logisms 
were offered under the second as sert ion . The speaker 
obviou s ly d id not depend so much on deductive reason ing a s  
o n  induc tive support f o r  the a s sertion � 
The f i rs t  hypothetic a l  sy l logi sm wa s found in the 
fo l lowing enthymeme : 
. i f  the nation and the state are to ma intain 
a permanent standing , mora l character i s  e s s entia l .  
Jus t  l ike the two enthymemes discu s s ed in the first 
a s s ert ion part , the minor premi se and the conc lus ion for 
the syl logi sm were not expre s sed . They were to b e  f il l ed 
in by the audience : 
MAJOR PREMI SE : I f  the nat ion and the state are to ma intain 
a permanent standing , moral charac ter i s  
e s sential . 
MINOR PREMI SE : The nat ion and the s tate are to maintain a 
permanent s tand ing . 
CONCLUS I ON : Mora l charac ter i s  e s sentia l . 
The syl logi sm above met the criteria for hypothet-
ical sy l l og i sm very we l l . I t  fol lowed the f i r s t  ru l e , i . e . , 
the minor prem i s e  and the conc lus ion a f f i rmed , re spec tive ly , 
the antec edent and the consequent in the ma j or premi se . 
The minor premi s e  ne ither den ied the an tec edent nor 
a f f i rmed the con s equent , so the other rul e s  did not apply . 
I t  wa s thu s e f f ec tive . 
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The second bpo thetica l syl logi sm wa s f ound in the 
as sertion i t se l f : 
. . .  i f  we want to re store our rac e ' s  s tandin g 1 
bes ide s un iting a l l  into a great nation a l  body , 
we mus t  f ir s t  recover our anc ient mora l i ty . 
Thi s  enthymeme could be rewritten to f i t  the 
syl logi stic form : 
MAJOR PREMI SE : I f  we want to re store our rac e ' s  s tand ing , 
be s ides un iting a l l  into a great n ational 
body ; we mus t  first recover our anc i ent 
mora l ity . 
MINOR PREMI SE : We want to restore our rac e ' s  s tanding . 
CONCLUS ION : Be s ide s un iting a l l  into a great national 
body , we mu st f irst recover our anc ient 
mora l i ty . 
I t  wa s not d i ff icul t to find that thi s  hypothetical 
sy l logi sm had exac tly the same pattern as  the f i rs t . 
Therefore , for the s ame rea sons , it  should be regarded as  
e f f ec tive . 
As sertion three 
The third a s sertion in the speech wa s :  " I f  we want 
to res tore our former standing , we mu st revive not only our 
mora l ity but a l so our old l earning . "  
I nduc t ive support .  Two exampl e s  and two i tems of 
te stimony _ were u s ed as  induc t ive su�port for the a s sertion 
in the speech . 
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The examp l e s  were : 
1 . " The scho l ar s  o f  the Sung Period paid much a ttention to 
the mental tra ining " 
2 .  " The Confuc ian scholars of the Sung age were c are ful 
and s trict in ' regu lating the mind , making the purpose 
s incere , and cu l tivating the person ' "  
The items o f  testimony were : 
1 .  " Great learning " :
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" Search into the nature o f  things , 
extend the boundarie s o f  knowledge , make the purpo se 
sincere , regulate the mind , cultivate per sona l  vi rtue , 
rul e  the fami ly , govern the state , pac i fy the wor ld " 
2 . Confuc iu s : 
down •• 
" I f  the mat is not stra ight , do not s i t  
The speaker did not empl oy s o  many i tems o f  induc ­
tive support for th i s  as sertion as  he did for a s s ertion two . 
Four items l i s ted above were used . 
The items me t a l l  the criteria exc ept the second 
one , i . e . , the in stanc e s  mu st be " su f f ic ient in number to 
warrant the general i zation . "  Al l the ins tance s  o f fered 
focu sed on the pol itical phi losophy in the " Great L ea rning , "  
but the " o ld l earning " of China carried a broader meaning 
than j us t  one vo lume of Chine se c l a s s ic s . The speak er 
cou ld do e i ther o f  the fol lowing two th ings to make h i s  
induc tive support warrant a genera l i z ation : A t  f i r s t , he 
cou ld o f fer more " old learning , "  such as " Con fuc i an 
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Ana l ec ts " under the a s sertion ; secondly , h e  c ould modi fy 
hi s a s sertion to a more spe c i f ic re spec t , such a s  "We 
must revive the pol itical phi lo sophy in the ' Great Learn-
ing . ' "  The first and the third ru les were c a r e ful ly 
ob served by the speaker . Al l the in s tanc e s  o f f e red we re 
true or appe ar to have been true . They were a l so repre-
sentative of the " o ld learning " in China , though not 
su f f ic ient . The " Great Learning , "  one o f  the " Four 
C l a s s ic s "  in China , i s  a wide ly known and c ommon ly accepted 
volume to the Chine s e . I t  wa s an in s tance pertinent to 
substantiate the " old l earning . "  I nductive support , a s  
mentioned above , wa s not so e f fective ly u s ed f o r  th i s  
a s s ertion a s  f o r  the second one . 
Deduc t ive reasoning . Scrutiny o f  the text revea l ed 
one di s j unc tive syllogism and two hypothetic a l  sy l logi sms 
under the th i rd a s sertion . Deductive rea s oning wa s ,  
though not extens ive ly , sub s tantial ly u s ed . 
The d i s j unctive syl logi sm was found in the f o l l ow-
ing enthymeme : 
As a resu l t , we cannot govern our own c ountry , and 
fore igner s ,  seeing that we cannot do s o , want to 
come and e s tabl i sh internationa l contro l over u s . 
A syl logi st ic form could be d i s c l o sed by supplying 
the enthymeme with the implied ma j or prem i s e , and rewr i t� 
ing it a s  fol l ows : 
MAJOR PREMI SE : E i ther we can govern our own c ountry , or 
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fore igner s wi l l  come and e s tabl ish inter-
nationa l  control over us . 
MINOR PREMI SE : We cannot govern our own c oun try . 
CONCLUS ION : Fore igners wi l l  come and e s tab l i sh inter-
national control over us . 
The syl logi sm met a l l  the c rite r i a  for di s j unc tive 
syl logisms . The a l ternative pos s ib l i ties  in the ma j or 
premise did not overlap . They were a l s o  exhau s t ive , i . e . , 
e i ther one mu s t  be true . B e s ide s , the minor prem i s e  den ied 
the f i r s t  po s s ib i l i ty , whi l e  the conclu s ion a f f irmed the 
s econd . The third rul e  did not app ly , s ince the minor 
premi s e  did not a f f i rm e ither one o f  the a l ternative s . 
The f ir s t  hypothetic a l  syl log i sm wa s imp l ied in the 
fol lowing enthymeme : 
I f  we want to regain our national spirit , we mu s t  
reawaken the l earn ing as we l l  a s  the mora l ide a l s  
which w e  onc e po s s e s sed . 
The enthymeme could be rewri tten a s  f o l l ows : 
MAJOR PREMI SE : I f  we want to rega in our national spirit , 
we mus t  reawaken the learning a s  we l l  a s  
the mora l idea l s  wh ich we onc e pos s e s sed . 
MINOR PREM I S E : We wan t to regain our nationa l spiri t . 
CONCLUS I ON : We must reawaken the lea rn ing a s  we l l  a s  
the mora l ideal s which w e  once pos se s sed . 
As wi th tho se hypothetic a l  syl logi sm s  appearing 
under the l a s t  as sertion , this hypothetic a l  syl logi sm 
sati s f ied the criteria . The minor premi s e  a f f i rmed the 
anteceden t ,  and at the s ame time the conc l us i on a l so 
a f f i rmed the consequent . The second rul e  did not apply , 
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sinc e the minor premise did not deny the c on s equen t . The 
mino r premi se niether den ied the antec edent ,  nor a f f i rmed 
the con s equent , so the third rul e  did not app ly e i ther . 
The second hypothetical sy l logi sm was found in an 
enthymeme : 
I f  now we want to ru le our fami l i e s  and govern 
our s tate and not be sub j ec t to foreign c on tro l , 
we mu st begin with persona l  culture , we mus t  
revive Ch ina ' s  anc ient wi sdom and comprehen s ive 
phi l o sophy . 
I t  c ou ld a l so be rewri tten to fi t the syl logi stic 
form : 
MAJOR PREMI S E : I f  now we want to ru le our fam i l ie s  and 
govern our s tate and not be sub j ec t  to 
fore ign control , we mus t  begin with persona l 
cu l ture , and revive Ch ina ' s  anc ient wi sdom 
and comprehen s ive phi lo sophy . 
MINOR PREMI S E : We want to rule our fami l i e s  and govern our 
state and not be sub j ect to fore ign control . 
CONCLUS ION : We must begin with per sona l cul ture , and 
revive China ' s  anc ient wisdom and comprehen-
s ive philo sophy . 
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The sy l logi s tic pattern above wa s the s ame a s  the 
previous sy l logi sm , s o , for the same reason , the criteria 
were met .  
Ass ert ion four 
The fourth a s sertion found in the speech wa s " I f we 
want to res tore our former standing , we mus t  a l so revive 
our anc ient power . "  
I nduc tive support . There were e ight examp l e s  used 
as inductive support under the fourth a s sertion : 
The examp l e s  were : 
1 .  The compa s s  wa s invented by the Chine s e  
2 .  The h i s tory of printing begins with early Ch ine s e  
inven tions 
3 .  Porc e l a in ware wa s f i rst introduc ed in China 
4 .  Smoke-produc ing b l ack gunpower wa s invented by the 
Chin e s e  
5 . The tea leaf wa s d i scovered in China 
6 .  S i lk wa s f ir s t  found in China 
7 .  The arched doorway was introduced earl ier in China than 
anywhere e l s e . 
8 .  The c red it for inventing suspen s ion bridg e s  be longs to 
China 
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The speaker of fered eight exampl e s  i n  thi s  sma l l  
part o f  the speech . Even though no other form s  o f  support 
were inc luded , induc tive support was used exten s ive ly . 
The example s  offered followed a l l  the c r i teria for 
inductive support . The example s  had been commonly accepted 
as true in Ch ina for many years . They were a l so s uf f ic ient 
to support the speaker • s  point : The anc ient power shou ld 
be revived . F ina l ly , they were repre sentative o f  the 
" anc i ent power , "  s inc e al l the items the speaker mentioned 
did require some " power " to invent . I nductive support 
appears to have been e f fec tively used here . 
Deduc t ive rea soning . Only one hypothetic a l  syl lo-
g i sm wa s found under this a s sertion . Deduc tive rea soning , 
obviou s ly , wa s not exten s ively used . 
The on ly hypothetical sy l log i sm wa s imp l ied in the 
a s sertion i t s e l f : 
I f  we wan t  to restore our former standing , we mus t  
a l so revive our anc i ent powers . 
The enthymeme can be replaced by the f o l lowing 
syl log i s tic form , without changing its thrust .  
MAJOR PREMI SE : I f  we want to re store our former s tand ing , 
we mu st revive our anc ient powe r s . 
MINOR PREMI SE : We want to restore our former s tand ing . 
CONCLUS I ON : We mus t  reviv� ou� anc ient powers . 
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The syl logi sm above m e t  al l the criteria . The 
minor premi s e  a f f i rmed the antecedent , and the conc l u s ion 
a f f i rmed the c on s equent . 
A s sert ion five 
" To advanc e China to a f i r s t  p l ac e  among the nations , 
we wi l l  need to learn the strong point s o f  Europe and 
America , "  wa s the f i fth a s sert ion in the speec h . 
I nduc t ive support . Ana lys i s  of the text exposes one 
exampl e  and two accepted trui sms used to inductive ly support 
the a s sertion : 
The example wa s : 
1 .  The Uni t ed S tates i s  now considering a scheme o f  " l ink­
ing together a l l  its factories in one great e l ec tric 
power sys tem " 
The acc epted tru isms were : 
1 .  " I f  each one of us shou ld have a sma l l  s tove to c ook a 
mea l  here , it  wou ld be troub l e some and wa s t e fu l , but 
if a l l j oined together and cooked a mea l  on a b i g  stove , 
we would f ind it much more convenient and ec onomical " 
2 .  " Intercepting and s triking at the advanc e forc e [We 
should intercept and strike at the advance force when­
ever we want to attack our enemy and ga in the battl e . ] " 
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Though there were only three items o f  induc tive 
support u s ed under th i s  as sertion , they c an s t i l l  be 
regarded exten s ive s ince th is part of the speech was short . 
Al so , the exampl e  wa s deta i l ed so it occupied a large 
port ion of treatment of the stated a s se rt ion . 
A l l  the three items of induc t ive support appear 
to have been true at the time of the speech . They are 
su f f ic ient to warrant the Speaker ' s  point : S ci ence should 
be learned . The example of e lec tricity wa s s o  we l l -
deve l oped that everybody could eas i ly s e e  the importance 
and advantages o f  sc ience . The e lectric ity wa s a l so very 
repre sentative of Western sc ience at that time . There fore , 
induc tive support appears to have been e f f ec t ively u s ed . 
Deduc tive reasoning . On ly one hypothetic a l  
sy l l og i sm wa s u sed under th is as sertion , so t h e  speaker did 
not depend much on deduc tive rea soning for thi s  a s sertion . 
The fol lowing enthymeme introduced the hypothetic a l  
syl logi sm : 
. . . i f  China wants to learn the strong points of 
the Wes t , she shou ld not start with coal power but 
with e l ec tric ity , and give a singl e , great mot ive 
power to the who le country . 
The minor premise and conc lus i on could be f i l l ed in 
as fol lows : 
MAJOR PREMI SE : I f  China wants to learn the s trong points 
of the We st , she should not s tart wi th coal 
power but with e l ectric i ty , and give a 
s ingle , great motive power to the whol e  
country . 
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MINOR PREMI SE : China wants to learn the s trong points of 
the We st . 
CONCLUS I ON : China should not s tart wi th coa l power but 
with e lectric ity , and g ive a s ingl e , great 
mot ive power to the who l e  country . 
As s hown above , the minor premi s e  and the conc lus ion 
a f f i rmed , re spec t ively , the antecedent and the con sequent in 
the ma j or premi s e . Thi s  mean s the criteria were met . 
As sertion s ix 
The s ixth and l a s t  a s s ert ion in the speech wa s : 
After China reaches the f irst plac e , it shou ld " re scue the 
weak , l i ft up the f a l l en . " 
I nduc t ive support . The speaker u s ed three examples , 
one item of te s timony , and one accepted tru i sm in deve l op­
ing a s sert ion s ix .  
The examples were : 
1 .  Annam wa s abl e  to maintain its independenc e  be f ore 
overthrown by France 
2 .  Burma wa s able to ma inta in its independenc e before 
ove rthrown by Great Britain 
· 3 . Korea wa s abl e  to maintain its independence be fore 
overthrown by Japan . 
The item of testimony wa s : 
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1 .  " Great Learning " :  
the worl d "  
" Governing the sta t e  and pac i fying 
The acc epted trui sm wa s : 
1 . " -[ Mankind should ] re scue the weak , l i ft up the f a l l en " 
The l a s t  part of the speech under a s s ertion s ix wa s 
not long , and the speaker offered f ive items o f  induc tive 
support for deve lopment .  
A l l  the items examined seem to have been tnue at 
the time o f  the s peech . The speaker o f f e red the three 
exampl e s  to emphas i ze that the princ iple of " re scue the 
we ak , l i ft up the fal l en "  had always been obs e rved by China , 
and used the testimony and the accepted trui sm to support 
the c l aim that China should do the same th ing in the 
future . I nduc t ive support wa s thu s suf f i c i en t  to warrant 
the a s sertion . Al l the items were a l so repre s entative . 
The three examples were used to repre sent " the weak " or 
" the fa l l en . " The test imony and the tru i sm repre sented 
the origin of the re spon s ib i l i ty , " to resc ue the weak , l i ft 
up the fa l l en . " Al l criteria were met , so the inductive 
support wa s j udged to be effec tive . 
Deduc tive rea soning . On ly one hypoth e t ic a l  syl lo­
gi sm used as deduc tive rea soning wa s found unde r  the s ixth 
9 9  
a s sert ion . The speaker did not extens ive ly u s e  deduc tive 
rea son ing here . 
The deduct ive rea soning wa s impl i ed in an enthymeme : 
I f  we want China to ri se to power , we mu s t  not on ly 
res tore our nat ional s tanding , but we mu s t  a l s o  
a s s ume a great respon s ib i l ity toward s the worl d . 
The enthymeme could fit the syl logis tic f orm a fter 
the impl ied minor premise and conc lus ion were suppl i ed : 
MAJOR PREMI SE : I f  we want China to r i s e  to power , we must 
not on ly re store our nationa l  s tanding , but 
we mus t  a l so a s sume a great respon s ib i l i ty 
towards the world . 
MINOR PREMI SE : We want China to r i s e  to powe r . 
CONCLUS I ON : · We mu st not only re store our natioal s tand-
ing , but we must a l so a s sume a great re spon-
sib i l ity toward s the wor ld . 
For the same rea sons a s  for the hypothe t i c a l  syl lo-
gi sm under a s sertion f ive , i . e . , the minor premi s e  and the 
conc lus ion a f f irmed , respec tively , the antecedent and the 
con sequent in the ma j o r premi se and it did not violate the 
selec ted c r i teria . 
" The Principl e of Democ racy , "  
Lecture One 
Be fore ana lyz ing " The Princ iple of Democ racy ,_ " 
lec ture one J in terms of inductive support and deduc tive 
rea soning , . something in the speech deserve s spec i a l  
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attention . Due to the semantic dive r s i t i e s  among d i f ferent 
languages ,  the imperfectness  of trans lation f rom one l an ­
guage into another seems t o  b e  unavoidab l e . The Engl ish 
ve rs ion o f  the texts of the selected spe ec he s i s  no excep­
tion . Confus ion may re sul t ,  e spec ia l ly in " The Princ iple 
of Democ racy ., "  lecture one , if  something is not c larif ied 
now . The speech , a s  mentioned before , wa s g iven in 
Chine s e . I n  Chinese , " The Princ iple of Democ racy " is  com­
pos ed of four Ch inese charac ter s :  Min Chuan Chu I .  The 
l a s t  two charac ters , Chu I ,  means " princ iple " or " i sm " in 
Engl i sh . The f i r s t  one , Min , means " peop l e ., "  or 
" peopl e ' s , "  whi le the second , Chuan , means " power , "  or 
" right . "  When the first and the second are c omb in ed , they 
can be tran s l a ted l i tera l ly as " people ' s  sove r e ignty " or 
" people ' s  powe r , "  or l ibera l ly as " democ racy . "  Therefore , 
" people ' s  sove re ignty , "  " people ' s  power , "  and " democ racy " 
in thi s  speech were actua l ly the same thing , though they 
were interchangeab ly u sed by the tran s lator . 
A s s e rtion s 
I n  " The Princ ipl e of Democ racy , "  l e c ture one , the 
speaker at f ir s t  provided the definition of " peopl e ' s  
sovereign ty . " After the de finition , the f o l l owing s even 
a s s ertion s  were revea l ed : 
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1 .  " The human race ha s used its s trength [ Chuan ] in com­
bat , and s ince its bi rth upon the p l anet unt i l  now ha s 
l ived in the th ick of stri f e "  
2 .  I n  human h i s tory , the first period wa s one of . " struggle 
between man and bea s t  in which man used on ly his 
phy s i c a l  s trength or sometime s the spec i e s  wou ld fight 
together " 
3 . " I n the sec ond period , man fought with Nature [ s ic ] and 
c a l l ed div ine powers to h i s  aid " 
4 ..  " In the th i rd period , men carne into c on f l ic t  with men , 
sta te s with state s , rac e s  with rac e s , and autoc ratic 
power wa s the chief weapon " 
5 . We are now at " the age of the people ' s  sovere ignty--the 
age o f  democ racy , "  which is the world c urrent in spite 
of many d i sappo intsrnents and de feats i t  may meet 
6 .  " China more than two mi l lenniums ago had a l ready con­
s idered the idea of democ racy " 
7 .  I n  order to avert further civi l war , " we in our revolu­
tion have c ho s en democ racy " 
Eva luat ion 
As sertion one 
The as sertion appearing at f ir s t  in thi s  speech was 
" The human rac e has used its s trength [ Chuan ] in combat , 
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and s ince i t s  bi rth upon the planet urit i l  now has l ived in 
the thick of strife . "  
I nduc tive support .  There we re f our a cc e pted trui sms 
u s ed as induc tive support for thi s  as s ertion . 
The accepted tru i sms were ! 
1 .  " In order to exi s t , mankind mus t  have protec t ion and 
sustenance and it is daily engaged in mee ting the s e  two 
great need s " 
2 .  "Wh i l e  man i s  ma inta ining h i s  ex i s tenc e , o ther anima l s  
are a l so try ing t o  maintain the i r s " 
3 .  "Wh i l e  man i s  defend ing himse l f , other anima l s  are a l so 
de fending themse lve s "  
4 .  "Wh i l e  man s eek s food , other anima l s  a re a l so seek ing 
food " 
For the short part of the speech under a s s ertion 
one , four accepted truisms were not a sma l l  quan t i ty . 
The four accepted tru i sms were true in a pr imi tive 
sense of ex i s tenc e . They were suf f ic ient in number to 
warrant tha t the human race had to use its s trength to 
survive , and a l so repre sentative of the use o f  its  s trength 
in many re spec t s  of l i fe , though_ roore �concrete -examp l e s _ 
could be added to e s tab l i sh the as sertion more ful ly . 
I nduc tive support seems to have been e f fec t ive . 
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t o  b e  true . There fore , the criteria 1 - 4  and 8 for categor­
ic al syl l ogi sms were followed . The c r i te r ia 5 - 7  did not 
apply s ince ne i ther ma j or nor minor premi se wa s a negative 
statement . The sy l l ogi sm was e f f ective ly e s tabl i shed . 
As sertion two 
The second as sertion in the speech wa s : I n  human 
hi story , the f irst period wa s one of " struggl e  between man 
and bea st in which man u sed only h i s  phy s ic a l  s trength or 
sometime s the spe c i e s  wou ld f ight together . "  
I nduct ive support . The speaker u s ed one exampl e  
and three accepted tru i sms as inductive support f o r  this 
a s sertion : 
The exampl e  wa s : 
1 .  " The men o f  two places fought together aga in s t  the other 
spec i e s " 
The acc epted truisms were : 
1 .  " Man had two way s  of pre serving hi s ex i s tenc e - - through 
seeking food and through sel f-defen s e " 
2 .  " In very anc ient times men ate bea s t s  and bea s t s  al so 
ate men " 
3 .  I n  very anc ient time s " the land wa s covered with 
venomou s snakes and wild anima l s ; man wa s b e s e t  by 
dangers and so had to fight for h i s  very l i f e " 
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The quantity o f  induc tive support under th i s  a s ser­
tion wa s simi l a r  to that under as sertion one . 
The exampl e  wa s hypothetic a l , ra ther than l iteral . 
There i s  no way to j udge whether it wa s t rue or not . The 
s econd and the th ird accepted trui sms could hard ly be 
examined rega rd ing truth , e i ther . Yet the examp l e  wa s 
compo sed reasonab ly , and the tru i sms had been c ommon ly 
accepted for a l ong time at the time of the speech , so they 
" appear to be true " and fol lowed the f ir s t  ru l e . The 
exampl e  wa s u s ed to support part of the a s s e r t ion : " The 
spe c i e s  wou l d  f ight together . " The three tru i sms warranted 
another part of i t : Man u sed physical strength to f ight 
against beas t . They a l so represented what a s truggl e  
between man and b e a s t  wa s .  The second and th i rd ru les were 
thus fol l owed . A l l  the criteria we re met . 
Deduc t ive reasoning . There wa s no dedu c t ive rea son­
ing found in thi s  part of the speech . The speaker did not 
depend on any deductive rea soning for e s tab l i s hment of thi s  
as sertion . 
As sertion th ree 
The th ird a s sertion the speaker proc l a imed in the 
speec h  wa s : " In the second period , man fought with Nature 
and c a l led divine powers to his aid . " 
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I nduc t ive support . There were fou� example s  and two 
accepted trui sms u s ed by the speaker for deve l opment o f  
as sertion three . 
1 . 
2 .  
The examples were : 
2 4 " Grea t Yu reduc ed the water to order " 
" Yu Chao Shih ( the Nest Bui lder )
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taught the peop l e  how 
to bui ld hou s e s " 
3 .  " The c hi e f s  of savage tribes in Africa o f fe r  prayers " 
4 .  " �1ongol i an s  and Tibe tan s now make a 1- L iving Buddha • 
the i r  ru ler " 
The accepted trui sms were : 
1 .  Man " wa s  wi ser than the bea s t s  and l earned to u s e  s ticks 
and s tone s  for weapon s , so f ina l ly he won a compl ete 
vic tory over hi s wi ld enemies " 
2 .  " . the two great func tion s of the s ta te were worship 
and war , praying and f ighting " 
S ix items o f  inductive support were employed for the 
a s sertion . 
The i tems met a l l  the criteria for induc tive support . 
At f ir s t , they appear to have been true . They a l so appear 
to be suf f ic ient to support the a s s ert ion . For ins tance , 
the Gre at Yu and Yu Chao Shih were respec ted a s  wi s e  men in 
very anc i ent China only because they could avert the 
calami t i e s  of f lood , wind or storm for the peopl e . That 
means peopl e ' s  ma j or conc ern wa s Nature at thi s period , 
whi l e , a s  indicated by the f irst trui sm , bea s t s  were no 
longer threa tening them . The divine power s  were , as 
i l lus trated by examples three and four , and accepted 
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trui sm two , frequently c a l l ed to a s s i s t  them . The leader 
or the government was usua l ly re lated to the rel igion . I n  
add ition , the s e  ins tanc e s  were representative of human ' s  
strugg l e  with Nature and the rol e  of div ine power s  at that 
time . Great Yu , for example , wa s famou s  in C hine s e  his tory 
as a wi s e  man who deve loped f lood control . The d ivine 
powers could a l s o  be found in " L iving Buddha " at the time 
of the speec h , which was regarded a s  a remnant o f  the second 
period by the speaker . 
Deduc tive rea soning . No deductive rea s on ing wa s 
found under th is a s s ertion . 
As sertion four 
" I n the thi rd period , men came into c on f l ic t  with 
men , s tates with s tate s , race s  with race s ,  and autocratic 
power was the chi e f  weapon , "  wa s the fourth a s s ertion in 
the speec h . 
I nduc tive support . Three examp l e s  and one i tem of 
testimony were used by the speaker a s  inductive support 
under a s sertion four : 
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The examp l e s  were : 
1 .  Theoc racy gradua l ly decayed a f ter the d i s so lu tion of 
the Roman Empire 
2 .  Autoc racy reached the peak of its  power in the re ign 
of Lou i s  XIV of France 
3 .  Chin S hih Hwang
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did the same thing a s  Lou i s  XIV 
The item of testimony wa s : 
1 .  Lou i s  XIV : " I  am the king , therefore I am the s tate " 
I nduc tive support was subs tanti a l ly u s ed for th i s  
as sertion , though not s o  extens ive ly a s  for the l a s t  a s ser­
tion . 
The four items met a l l  the criteria exc ept c r i terion 
2 s ince they were not suf fic ient to warrant the a s se rt ion . 
A l l  the in stance s  l i sted above were u s ed to s upport that 
., autoc rat ic power wa s the chief weapon " or theoc racy had 
dec ayed . The speaker fai l ed to offer any in s tanc e to 
support h i s  other subordinate point :. " Men c ame into con­
f l ic t  wi th men , states with s tate s , race s  with rac e s . "  The 
f i r s t  and the third ru les were observed . Al l the instances 
appear to be true , and were repre sentative o f  the autocracy . 
Deduc tive reasoning . No deduc tive reasoning was 
found under th i s  a s sertion . 
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A s sertion f ive 
The f i fth a s sertion in the speech wa s : We a re now 
at " the age o f  the peopl e ' s  sovere ignty - - the age o f  
democ racy , "  which i s  the wor ld current i n  s p i te of many 
d i s appointment s  and defeats it may meet . The speaker 
of f ered some support of th i s  assertion f o l l owing its state­
ment , and some a f ter the treatment of a s sert ion s ix , i . e . , 
not a l l  support wa s offered in an un interrupted un it . 
I nduc tive support . There were e l even examp l e s  and 
four acc epted trui sms found under a s sert ion f ive . 
The examples were : 
1 .  " Europe and America have founded repub l ic s  and 
have appl ied democ racy for one hundred f i f ty years " 
2 .  Cromwe l l ' s  " execut ion of Charles  I in Engl and " 
3 .  " Char l e s  I I  wa s we lcomed back a s  king in Eng l and 11 
l e s s  than ten years later 
4 .  "A hundred years l ater American Revo lution took plac e "  
5 . Lou i s  X IV " exerc i s ed ab solute despoti sm "  in Franc e )'  
and Lou i s  XVI wa s k i l led i n  the French Revolution 
6 .  The spirit of democ racy in Rous seau ' s  S oc i a l  Contract 
wa s "wa rmly received " 
7 .  11 The F rench Revo lution lasted eighty yea r s  be fore it 
succ e eded " 
8 ..  " The Ame r i c an Revo lut ion accomp l i shed its aims in 
e ight years " 
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9 . " Eng l and a f ter two hundred years of revo lut ion s ti l l  
h a s  a k ing " 
1 0 . I n  1 9 1 1 , the Manchu emperor " fe l l wi th one push " 
1 1 . " Gre at B r itain uses a pol i tical party rather than a 
k ing to govern the c ountry " 
The accepted trui sms were : 
1 .  "When the ma s se s  were unenl i ghtened , they d epended upon 
s ac red kings and virtuous sage s to lead them " 
2 .  " Ho ly men founded re l igion upon the way of the god s in 
order to conserve soc i a l  va lue " 
3 .  
4 . 
II • with the rapid advance of c ivi l i za tion peop l e  
a r e  growing i n  inte l l igence and deve lop ing a new 
c on s c iou snes s  of se l f "  
" . we , who as chi ldren wan ted our parents to support 
us , c anno t depend upon them further but mu s t  be inde­
pendent when we grow up to manhood and s e ek our own 
l iving " 
The speaker used f ifteen items to deve lop th i s  
as sertion . A l so most of the se items were very long . 
I nduc tive support was thu s exten sively used . 
The evidence li sted above fol lowed a l l  the c r i teria 
for induc t ive support . First , all the items appear to 
have been true . S econdly , they were suf f ic ient in number 
to warrant the gene ra l i z ation . Examp l e s  1 ,  3 �  4 ,  9 ,  
and 1 0 , and a l l  the trui sms were used _ to i l lu s trate 
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that " the day o f  democ racy i s  here , " and " au toc racy and 
theocracy are things of the pa st . "  The speaker a l so 
indicated some " di sappointmen ts and de feats " the democ racy 
had enountered in exampl e  2 as we l l  as in examp l e s  6 ,  7 ,  
and 8 .  He , in example 5 , empha s i zed tha t  even Rou s s eau ' s  
idea that democ racy wa s natura l ly endowed wa s unreasonable , 
but Rou s se au wa s s ti l l  warmly rece ived becau s e  the spirit 
of democ racy " was al ready coming to be a rea l ity o f  the 
l i fe . " F ina l ly , the se in stance s  were repres entative of the 
democ ra tic development in the world . Theref o re , induc tive 
support wa s j udged to have been e f f ec t ive ly u s ed . 
Deduc tive rea soning . There wa s no d educt ive reason­
ing found under th is a s se rtion . The speaker did not depend 
on deduct ive rea soning to deve lop a s s ertion f ive . 
As sertion s ix 
The s ixth a s sertion in the speec h  wa s : China more 
than two mi l l enn iums ago had al ready con s idered the idea of 
democracy . I t  appeared between two d i f ferent port ion s of 
the devel opment of as sertion five in the text . 
I nduc t ive support . The speaker o f fered one example 
and four items of testimony as inductive suppor t  under this 
as sert ion . 
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The example wa s : 
1 .  Con fuc ius con s tantly referred to Yao and S hun 11 because 
they did not try to monpol i z e the emp i re " 
The items of te s timony were : 
1 ..  Confuc iu s : " When the Great Doctrine preva i l s , a l l  under 
heaven wi l l  work for the common good " 
2 .  Menc ius : "Mo s t  prec ious are the peop l e ; n ext come the 
land and gra in ; and l as t , the princ e s " 
3 .  Menc iu s : " Heaven sees as the peop l e  see , Heaven hears 
a s  the peop l e  hear " 
4 .  Menc ius : " I  have heard the pun i shment o f  the tyrant 
Chou but never of the a s s a s s inat ion of a s ove re i gn "  
The f ive items o f  inductive support c an b e  regarded 
as a high quan tity in th is short part of the speech .  
The items met a l l  the criteria for induc tive support . 
They were true ; and s inc e Confucius and Menc ius , both o f  
whom were born before 3 0 0  B . C . , had been h igh ly inf l uential 
to the Ch ine s e  cul ture , they could undoubtedly repres ent 
"China " at the time of the speech . The se item s were a l so 
suf f ic ient to warrant the as sertion : The idea of democ racy 
had been c ons idered more than two thousand years ago . 
D educ tive rea soning . Only one hypothe t i c a l  syl lo­
g i sm wa s used by the speaker under th i s  as sert ion � He did 
not exten s ive ly use deduc tive rea soning here . 
The hypothetic a l  syl logi sm wa s imp l i ed in an 
enthymeme : 
I f  we base our j udgment upon the inte l l i genc e  and 
the abi l i ty of the Chinese peop l e , we come to the 
conc lus ion that the sovere ignty of the peop l e  
would b e  f a r  more suitab le for u s . 
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The enthymeme could be rewritten , wi thout changing 
its meaning , as fol lows to f i t  the syl log i s tic form : 
MAJOR PREMI SE : I f  we base our j udgment upon the inte l l i-
genc e and the abi l ity of the Ch ine s e  
peopl e , we come t o  the conc l u s i on that the 
sovereignty of the peopl e  woul d  be far more 
suitab l e  for us . 
MINOR PREMI SE : We base our j udgment upon the inte l l igenc e 
and the ab i l i ty of the C h ine s e  people .  
CONCLUS I ON : We come to the conc lus ion tha t the sover-
e ignty of the peop l e  would be far more 
suitabl e  for us . 
The syl l og i sm above fol lowed the c r i teria . The 
minor premi s e  a f f i rmed the antecedent , and at the s ame time 
the conc lus ion a l so a f f i rmed the con sequen t . The minor 
premise ne ither denied the antecedent , nor a f f i rmed /den ied 
the con sequent , so the second and the th i rd ru l e s  did not 
apply . 
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A s s ertion s even 
The s even th and last a s sertion in the speech wa s � 
I n  order to avert further c ivil war , we in our revo lution 
have chos en democracy . 
I nduc tive support . Three exampl e s  and two accepted 
trui sms were u sed as induc tive support by the speaker under 
th i s  a s sertion . 
The examp l e s  were : 
1 .  Liu P ang said , " That i s  the way for men o f  va lor ! " when 
he saw Chin Shih Hwang rid ing out 
2 .  Hs iang Yu said , " Let us u surp h i s  plac e ! "  when he saw 
Chin Shih Hwang riding out 
3 .  Among Sun ' s  fol lowers there were some who fought against 
each other 
The acc epted tru i sms were : 
1 .  " The hi s tory o f  China shows that every change o f  dyna sty 
has meant war " 
2 .  " Fore ign coun tr i e s  have had wars over re l igion and wars 
over f reedom , but Ch ina in her thou s ands o f  years ha s 
had but one kind o f  war , the war for the throne � 
O f f ering f ive items of evidenc e in s uc h  a short 
s ec tion shou ld be regarded as  exten s ive u s e  of induc tive 
support .  
Al l the items appear to have been true a t  the time 
of the speech . They suf f ic iently supported the a s sertion . 
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A l l  the ins tance s  revea l ed that in China "men of  great 
amb ition have [ had ] a l l  wanted to be king 1 " but unfortu-
nate ly there could be only one k ing a t  each t ime . There-
fore 1 it seemed to the speaker that on ly democ racy cou ld 
avert further c ivi l war . The s e  in stanc e s  were a l s o  
repre s entat ive o f  the inadequac ies o f  t h e  autoc ratic 
sy stem in China . Al l the criteria were appa r ently met . 
Deduc tive reasoning . No deduc tive rea son ing was 
found in the deve l opment of th i s  as sertion . 
Assertions 
" The Princ iple of L ivel ihood 1 "  
Lec ture Four 
Repea ted s tudy of " The Princ iple o f  L ivel ihood 1 "  
lec ture four , revea l ed that there were seven a s sertion s 
inc luded in the speech : 
1 .  " The more c ivi l i zation advanced , the more c ompl ete 
c lothing became " 
2 . I n  the progre s s  of human c ivi l i zation , l iv ing s tandard s 
evo lve through three stage s of nece s s i tie s , comforts , 
and luxu r i e s  
3 .  To solve t h e  s i lk problem , w e  mus t  learn fore ign 
sc ient i f i c  methods 
4 .  We mu st apply the mo st mode rn s c i enti f ic me thod s to get 
good l inens and inexpen s ive material for c l othing 
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5 .  " I f we want to solve our l ive l ihood prob l em and protect 
our native indus trie s ,  we must first have the pol itic a l  
power to protec t them " 
6 .  " Both our c otton and woolen indu s tr i e s  are suffering 
from fore ign po l i tical and economic domination " 
7 .  " The c lothing needed by our people mus t  f ul f i l l  a l l  the 
fol lowing func tion s - - i t  must protec t  the body , it  must 
be good- l ook ing , and it mu st be conven i en t  and not 
hinder work " 
B e tween the second and the th ird a s se rtion l i sted 
above , the speaker offered the indicat ion o f  e s s ential 
materia l s  for man ' s  c lothing being s i l k , hemp or f l ax , 
cotton , and wool . Thi s part of the speech s e ems to be 
indi rec tly u s ed as an introduc tion to a s sertions three , 
four , and s ix . 
Eva luation 
Ass ertion one 
The f irst a s sert ion found in the speech wa s ,  " The 
more c ivi l i zation advanced , the more complete c lothing 
became . "  
I nduc t ive support . One exampl e  and two accepted 
tru i sms were found in the text . 
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The example wa s : 
1 .  " The unc ivi l i zed race s  of Africa and Ma l ay s i a  go with-
out c lothe s " 
The accepted trui sms were : 
1 .  " On ly man , on ly c ivi l i zed man in fac t , wears c lo thing " 
2 .  " Other anima l s  and the plant s do not have c l othe s to 
wea r , nor do savage s wear c lothe s "  
I n  thi s  very short part o f  the speec h , three i tems 
of induc tive support were offered . Induc tive support wa s 
proper ly used . 
The induc tive support met a l l  the c r i teria . The 
a s se rtion could eas i ly be inferred from the two accepted 
trui sms . The in s tanc e s  o f fered were both true and repre-
sentative . 
Deduc tive rea soning . There was one c ategoric a l  
syl log i sm found under thi s  as sertion . 
The c a tegoric a l  syl logi sm was found in the fol low-
ing enthymeme : 
Only man , only c iv i l i zed man in fac t , wea r s  c loth-
ing . • The unc ivi l i zed rac e s  of A f r i c a  and 
Ma lay s ia go wi thout c lothe s , and so our p r imitive 
ance s tors must a l so have l ived naked . 
A minor premi s e  should be _ suppl ied at f i r s t , and i t 
can be rewritten to the syl logi s tic form a s  f o l lows : 
MAJOR PREMI SE : Al l unc ivi l i zed peopl e  go. without c lothe s . 
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MINOR PREMI SE : 
CONCLUS I ON :. 
Our primitive anc e s tors we re unc ivi l i zed . 
Our primitive anc estors went without 
c lothe s . 
The pattern above me t a l l  the crite r i a  for categor­
ic a l  sy l l og i sm . I t  conformed to the scheme p reviou s ly 
out l ined exac tly . The midd l e  term " unc ivi l i zed peop l e " was 
d i s tr ibuted in the ma j or premi se . Neither ma j or nor minor 
premi s e  wa s a negative on� , so ru l e s  5 - 7  did not apply . 
B e s ide s , the facts a l l eged in the prem i s e s  were true . The 
sy l l og i sm appears to have been e f fective ly e s tabl i shed . 
Ass ertion two 
" In the progre s s  of human c ivi l i z ation , l iving 
standard s evolve through three states of nec e s s ity , com­
forts , and luxuri e s , "  wa s the second a s sert ion iden t i f ied 
in the speech . 
I nduct ive support . There were s ix a c cepted tru i sms 
used by the speaker to. deve lop h i s  second a s sertion in the 
speech . 
The accepted tru i sms inc luded : 
1 . " In anc ient times ' gra s s  c loth in s ummer and fur in 
winte r '  were cons idered amp l e " 
2 .  And then , man . ,wa s not content with c loth irtg that 
shoul d  s imply meet hi s phy s ic a l  needs ; he wanted h i s  
c lothing a l so t o  f i t  h i s  body and t o  be c omfortab le " 
3 . " Later man advanced another step and began to seek 
beauty and refinement in his  c lo thing " 
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4 .  "At f ir s t  man s imply sought to f i l l  h i s  s tomach with 
' green vegetab l e s  and coarse rice ' "  
5 . " Then he began to des ire the sweet and j uicy f l avors 
of wine and cooked meat " 
6 .  " Further on , he began to comb the mounta ins and the 
seas  for del icac i e s  and dainties " 
Each i tem of inductive support appea r s  to have 
been true . They seem suf f ic i ent to warrant the a s sertion . 
The f i r s t  three trui sms were to indicate the three s tage s 
in dre s s ing ; and the last three , the three s tage s in eat­
ing . They c ould a l so represent the hierarchy of l iving 
standards in human soc i e ty . 
Deductive rea soning . No deduc tive pattern was 
d i scovered under a s sertion two . The speaker did not seem 
to have rel i ed on any deduct ive reason ing to e s tab l i sh 
th i s  a s sertion . 
As sertion three 
The th ird as sertion identi f i�d in the speech wa s : 
To so lve the s i lk problem ,  we mus t  learn fore i gn sc ienti f ic 
method s .. 
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I nduc t ive support . S ix examp l e s  and four accepted 
tru i sms i u s ed as  induc tive support , were f ound under thi s  
as sertion . 
The examp les were : 
1 .. " . a l arge proport ion of Chinese peop l e  c annot 
a f f ord to wear s i lk " 
2 .  "A great many Chinese s i lkworms are d i se a s ed , " and the 
methods of reel ing are imperfect 
3 . I n  F ranc e and I ta ly , the di sea s ed s i lkworms were 
reduced in number and the coc oon spinning turned out 
we l l  after P a s teur ' s methods to eradi c a te d i seases  were 
adopted 
4 .  The s i lk indu stry in Japan began to advance a f ter the se 
methods had been s tud ied 
5 . " Mo s t  of the people now in China do not wea r  s i lk , but 
our raw s i lk i s  sh ipped abroad in exchange for cotton 
fabric s and yarn " 
6 .  " The exqu i s ite s i lk goods used by wea lthy C h ine s e  fami­
l ie s  a l l  come from abroad " 
The accepted tru i sms were : 
1 . " S i lk i s  a f ine materia l  for c l othe s and wa s f i r s t  d i s ­
covered in China " 
2 .  Ch ina ' s  s i lk indu stry "was once a l l  very f ine " 
3 .  China ' s  farmers " have always been cons ervative and 
unwi l l i ng to learn new method s " 
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4 . " I f Chin e s e  s i lk · i s  poor in qua l ity , oth e r  c ountrie s 
wi l l  not wan t it and the s i lk wi l l  have no market "  
The speaker o f fered extens ive induc t ive support . 
Al l the criteria for induc tive support have been 
fol lowed . The instanc e s  a l l  appear to have been true . 
They reve a l ed both the problems in s i lk indu s try and the 
e f f e c tive s olut ion to the prob l em in the Wes t , and so 
wa rranted the a s sert ion . Both the prob l ems and the solu-
tion mentioned a re repre sentative of the time o f  the 
speec h . 
Deduc tive rea soning . Two hypothetic a l  sy l logi sms 
were found under thi s  as sertion . The speak e r  did depend , 
though not heavi ly , on deduc tive reasoning . 
The f ir s t  hypothe tical syl l og i sm wa s found in an 
enthymeme : 
I f  China i s  to reform her s i lk indu s try and to 
increase s i l k  produc tion , her s i l k  grower s  mu s t  
learn fore ign s c ienti fic method s . . 
The enthymeme could be rewri tten to f it the 
sy l l og i s t ic form : 
MAJOR P REMI SE : I f  China i s  to reform her s i l k  indus try and 
to inc rea s e  s i lk production , her s i lk 
growers mus t  l earn foreign s c i enti f ic 
method s . 
MINOR P REMI SE : China i s  to reform her s i l k  indu stry and to 
inc rease her s i lk produc tion . 
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CONCLUS I ON : Her s i lk growers mus t  learn fore ign sc ien-
t i f ic methods . 
The minor premise and the conc lus i on , a s  shown 
above , a f f i rmed , re spec tively , the antec edent and the 
cons equent in the ma j or premi se , so the c r i teria were met . 
The second hypothetic a l  sy l logism wa s impl ied in 
the fo l l owing enthymeme : 
So i f  China wants her peop l e  to have the mater i a l  
nec e s sary f o r  c lothing i n  order t o  so lve thei r  
c l oth ing probl em , s h e  must pre serve her anc ient 
indu s try , improve her s i lkworm eggs and mulberry 
leave s and reform her methods of s i lk ree l ing . 
I t  could a l so be rewr itten to : 
MAJOR PREMI SE : I f  China wants her peop l e  to have the mate-
rial nec e s sa ry for c l oth ing in order to 
solve the i r  c lothing prob l em ,  she mus t  
pre serve her anc ient indu s try , improve her 
s i lkworm eggs and mulberry l eave s and reform 
her methods o f  s i lk ree l in g . 
MINOR PREMI SE : China wants her peop l e  to have the material 
nec e s s ary for c lothing in order to solve 
the ir c lothing prob l em .  
CONCLUS I ON : China mus t  pre serve her anc ient indus try , 
improve her s i lkworm egg s  and mulberry 
leave s and reform her methods o f  s i lk ree l -
ing . 
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were u s ed t o  support that the status quo shou ld b e  improved . 
Yet that " mo s t  modern sc ienti f i c  method s " would help China 
improve the s tatus quo had not been d irect ly supported . 
The items o f f ered d id , however ,  appear to be true and 
repre sentative . 
Deduc tive reason ing . Two hypothetic a l  sy l logi sms 
were iden t i f ied under a s sertion four . 
The f ir s t  hypothetica l  syl logi sm wa s found in the 
fo l l owing enthymeme : 
I f  we want to better the l inen indus try , we must 
make a deta i l ed and radical study of i ts agricul­
ture s ide- -how to cul tivate hemp and f l ax and how 
to apply fert i l i zers ; and a l so of i t s  manuf ac tur­
ing s ide - - how to produce f ine l inen thread . 
· •  \ The enthymeme cou ld f i t  the syl l og i s t ic form after 
a minor premi se and a conc lus ion were f i l l ed in accord ing 
to its original meaning : 
MAJOR PREMI SE : I f  we want to better the l inen indus try , we 
mus t  make a deta i l ed and rad i c a l  s tudy of 
its agriculture s ide- -how to c u l tivate hemp 
and f l ax and how to apply f ert i l i z er s ; and 
a l so of its manufac turing s id e - - how to 
produce f ine l inen thread . 
MINOR PREMI SE : We want to better the l inen indus t�y . 
CONCLUS I ON : We mus t  make a deta i l ed and rad i c a l  s tudy 
o f  its agricul ture s ide - - how to c u l t ivate 
hemp and f l ax and how to apply ferti l i zers ; 
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and a l so o f  its manufac turing s ide- -how to 
produce fin e  l inen thre ad . 
L ike the two hypothetic a l  syl log i sms appearing 
under a s sertion three , thi s  one a l so met the c r i teria- - the 
minor premi s e  a f f irmed the antecedent , .whi l e  the conc lus ion 
a f f i rmed the consequent . I t  was e f f ec tive ly e s tabl i shed . 
The second syl logism was a l so found in an enthymeme : 
I f  we want to improve - the linen indus t ry and 
manufac ture l inen . fabric s ,  we mu s t  have a broad 
p l an . 
The rewr itten form was : 
MAJOR P REMI S E : I f  we want to improve the l in en industry and 
manufacture l inen fabric s ,  we mus t  have a 
broad plan . 
MINOR PREMI SE : We want to improve the l inen industry and 
manufacture l inen fabric s .  
CONCLUS I ON : We mus t  have a broad plan . 
The pattern wa s exac tly the same a s  the l a s t  one , 
and it wa s equa l ly ef fective . 
As sertion f ive 
The f i fth as sertion in the speech wa s " I f we want 
to so lve our l ivel ihood probl em and protec t our native 
indus trie s ,  we must f irst have the pol i tic a l  power to 
protec t them . " 
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I nduc tive support . F ive examp l e s  and one accepted 
trui sm were found under a s se rtion f ive . 
The examp l e s  were : 
1 .  After the European War , Chine s e  spinn ing and text i l e  
fac torie s ,  " wh ich were competing again s t  fore ign 
nations wi th machinery mode led after the i rs , "  fai led 
2 .  " China wa s forced to s ign many unequa l treat ies " after 
Manchu Governmen t had - been de feated by fore ign nation s 
3 .  Fore ign nat ions use treatie s " to bind C h ina " 
4 .  " The Uni ted S tates adopted a protec t ive pol icy and put 
a prote c tive tari f f  into e f fec t " aga i n s t  British good s 
5 . " Germany adopted a protec tive pol icy " aga in st British 
goods . 
The accepted tru i sm wa s :  
1 .  " I f China s tood on an equa l pol itic a l  ba s i s with other 
na tion s , she could compete free ly with them in the 
economic f ie ld " 
The speaker used s ix items o f  inductive support for 
thi s  a s s ertion . 
The induc tive support met a l l  the c r iteria . A l l  
items appe a r  t o  be true . They seem suf f ic ient in number 
to warrant the a s sertion . Examples 1 ,  2 ,  3 ,  and the 
acc epted tru i sm were used to empha s i ze tha t e c onomic prob­
lems were connected to po l i tical - prob lems . Examp l e s  4 and 
5 indicated tha t po l i tical power cou ld protec t  na tiona l  
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indus trie s .  I n  addition , " tari f f " wa s repre s entative of 
the relat ion ship between po l i tical and e conomic probl ems . 
Deduc tive rea soning . Two hypothet ica l  sy l logi sms 
were found under thi s a s s ert ion . 
The first hypothet ical syl log i sm wa s found in the 
a s s ert ion itse l f : 
I f  we want to so lve our l ivel ihood prob l em and 
protect our native industries so that they cannot 
be attacked by foreign industtie s , we mus t  f i rst 
have the po l i tical power to protec t them . 
Th is en thymeme could be rewritten to f i t  the 
syl logi s tic form : 
MAJOR PREMI SE : I f  we want to so lve our l ive l ihood prob l em 
and protect our native indu s t r i e s  so that 
they cannot be attacked by fore ign indu s-
tries , we mu s t  first have the po l itic a l  
power t o  protec t them . 
MINOR PREMI SE : We want to so lve our l iv e l ihood prob l em 
and protec t our native indu s tr i e s  so that 
they cannot be attacked by fore ign indu s-
trie s . 
CONCLUS I ON : We must f irst have the po l it i c a l  power to 
protect them . 
The syl logism met the criteria , i . e . , the minor 
premi s e  and the conc lus ion a f f irmed , re spe c t ive ly , the 
antec edent and the consequent in the ma j or prem i se . I t  
should b e  regarded e ffective . 
The second hypothetic a l  sy l logi sm wa s f ound in 
the enthymeme- -
I f  we want Chine se industrie s t o  f l ouri sh , we mus t  
fol low the protective pol i cy o f  the Un i ted S tate s 
and of Germany , re s i st the inva s ion o f  f ore ign 
goods , and protect our native good s . 
I t  c ould be rewritten a s  fol lows : 
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MAJOR PREMI SE : I f  we want Chine se indus trie s to f lourish , 
we must fol low the protec tive pol icy of the 
United S tates and of Ge rmany , re s i st the 
invas ion of fore ign good s , and protect 
our native goods . 
MINOR PREMI S E � We want Chinese industr i e s  t o  f l ouri sh . 
CONCLUS I ON : We mu st fol low the protec tive po l icy of the 
Un ited S tates and of Germany , re s i s t  the 
inva s ion of fore ign ggod s , and protect · 
native goods . 
The syl l ogi sm had the same pattern a s  the f i r s t , therefore , 
for the same reasons , i t  wa s effec tive . 
As sertion s ix 
The s ixth as sertion wa s : " Both our c otton and 
woo l en industries are suf fering from fore ign pol i t ic a l  and 
economic domination . "  Some evidence for thi s a s sertion 
wa s offered be fore the deve lopment of _ a s sert ion f ive , and 
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another part o f  i t  was fbund after a s sert ion £ ive . Thi s  
appears to con stitute a s tructural f l aw much a s. the earl ier 
in terrupted treatment of evidence ( S ee page 1 0 9 . ) .  
I nduc tive support . Five examp l e s  and one acc epted 
tru i sm were found under this as sertion . 
The examp l e s  were : 
1 . " Fore ign cotton c l oth . of a better qua l i ty than the 
native c loth , and quite inexpen sive , "  wa s imported into 
China 
2 .  China " c annot u se the raw cotton in the manu fac ture of 
good fabric s and yarn , " and " c an only ship i t  for · sale 
abroad " 
3 .  The c lothe s Chinese people wear every day " are made of 
imported ma ter i a l  for which they have to pay a high 
price " 
4 .  Chine s e  peopl e " do no t manufacture woo l e n s  but ship 
the i r  woo l · to other countries to b e  sold " 
5 .  " . the pe l t s  and the loo s e  cut woo l which c annot be 
u s ed in China are sold at a low price abroad , made 
into wool en c l oth and a l l  kind s of pe l t  good s , shipped 
back to China , and sold for our money here " 
The ac cepted tru i sm wa s : 
1 .  " Chin e s e  have preferred the fore ign to the native 
c loth " 
A tota l of s ix items of induc tive s upport wa s 
offered by the speaker for th i s  as sertion . 
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The ins tanc e s  appear to have been true a t  the time 
of the speec h . They were a l so repre sentative o f  the 
prob l ems s ta ted in the a s sertion . The speaker d id not 
re l a te the prob l ems to po l i tical domination very wel l  by 
the use of induc tive support . He had o f fe red evidence to 
ind icate the re la tion ship between pol i t i c a l  power and 
ec onomic deve l opment under the l a s t  a s s e rtion . However , he 
fai l ed to apply that evidence to a s s ert i on s ix ,  and there­
fore , he did not have suf f ic ient evidence to warrant the 
genera l i zation . 
Deduc tive rea son ing . No deductive reason ing pattern 
wa s found unde r a s sertion s ix . 
A s s ertion seven 
The seventh and l a s t  as sertion ident i f ied in the 
s peech wa s :  " The c lothing needed by our peopl e  mu st ful f i l l  
al l the fol lowing func tion s - - it mu st protect the body , i t  
must b e  good- looking , and it mu st b e  conven ient and not 
h inder work . 11 
I nduc tive support . Two exampl e s  and three accepted 
trui sms were di scovered under thi s  as s ert ion . 
The examp l e s  were : 
1 .  S avage man tattooed h i s  body for decoration 
2 .  C loth ing materia l s  are constantly appea r ing in new 
forms 1 and the styles are d i fferent every year 
The accepted tru i sms were : 
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1 . The wearing of  c lothes began " a s a protec t ion aga inst 
c o l d 11 
2 .  " As c ivi l i zat ion advanced , c lothes began to be used a s  
bod i ly ornament " 
3 .  " A l l  c la s s e s  are becoming equal and l abor i s  becoming 
sac red " 
A l l  the criteria s eem sati s fi ed . The in s tanc e s  were 
true and su f f ic ient to warrant the a s sertion . On ly the 
th ird ac c epted trui sm deserved spec i a l  attention . I t  wa s 
us ed to support the third func tion o f  the c l oth ing indicated 
by the speaker- - i t  mu st be conven ient and not h inder work . 
The instanc e s  were a l so repre sentative of the d i f ferent 
func tion s o f  c lothe s . 
Deduc tive rea soning . One d i s j unc t ive sy l l og i sm was 
found under th i s  as sertion . The speaker u sed l imi ted 
deduc tive rea s oning here . 
The d i s j unc tive syl logi sm wa s found in the fol low-
ing enthymeme : 
savaqe man did not have any c l othing for ornament 1 
so h� ta ttooed h i s  body ; that is , he marked and 
colored h i s  f l e sh . 
The enthyrneme could be rewr itten wi th a ma j or 
premise suppl i ed , to f it the sy l logistic form : 
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MAJOR PREMI SE : Savage man e i ther had c loth ing for ornament 
or tattooed h i s  body for ornament . 
MINOR PREMI SE : S avage man did not have any c lothing for 
ornament .  
CONCLUS I ON : S avage man tattooed h i s  body for ornament . 
The d i s j unc tive syl logi sm above met the c r i teria 
we l l . F i r s t , the a l ternative pos s ib i l i t i e s  mentioned in 
the ma j or premise were exhaustive and did not over l ap . 
S econdly , the minor premise den ied one o f  the a lternative s , 
wh i l e  the conc lus ion a f f irmed the other . I t  wa s thus 
e f f ec t ive ly e s tab l i shed . 
Compo s i te Eva luat ion 
As sert ions 
During the proc e s s  of inve s t igat ion , the d i sc overy 
o f  a s sert ion s wa s not d i f f icu l t . Most a s se r t ions cou ld be 
ea s i ly identi f ied .  I n  " The P rinc iple of  Nat i ona l i sm , " 
l ec ture s ix ,  for example , f ive of the s ix a s se rt i on s 
appeared before any development of the point . On ly the 
second a s sert ion , " I f we want to restore our rac e ' s  s tand­
ing , bes ides un it ing a l l  into a great nationa l body , we 
must f i r s t  recove r our anc ient mora l i ty , "  wa s d i sc losed 
a fter the o f f er ing of  some evidence and the u s e  o f  one 
syl logi sm . Yet s inc e it strongly impl ied " ou ght , "  and wa s 
obv�bu� ly the speaker ' s  personal opinion , i t  cou ld ea s i ly 
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be ident i f ied a s  an a s sertion . Thi s e a s e  of d iscovery 
ind i cated that the s peeches were genera l ly we l l �organ i zed . 
However ,  there were a l s o  two s tructural flaws 
found in the d eve l opment o f  a s sertion s . The s e  happened in 
the s ituation when a new as sertion wa s ra i sed be fore the 
treatment of the previous as sertion had been comp l e ted . 
I n  " The P r inc ipl e of Democ racy , "  lecture one , a s sertion 
s ix wa s found between two"- port ions of the d eve lopment of 
a s sert ion f ive . A s s ertion s ix of " The P rinc iple o f  L ive l i ­
hood 1 " l ecture four , a l so appeared i n  the mid s t  o f  the 
treatment of as sertion f ive . 
Twenty as s e rtions were advanced by the speak er in 
the three s e l e c ted speeche s : six in " The P r inc iple of 
Nationa l i sm , " seven in " The Princ ip le of Democ racy , "  and 
s even in " The Princ iple of Livel ihood . " 
Induc tive support 
The speaker offered inductive support for n ineteen 
out of the twenty a s sertions identif ied in the three 
s e l ected speeche s . Only under the f i r s t  a s sertion in " The 
Pr inc iple of Nationa l i sm , " lecture s ix , wa s no inductive 
support found . Yet the lack of induc tive support in tha t  
a s s ertion i s  partial ly j usti f ied bec ause t h e  a s sertion 
belongs to the fi r s t  part of the speech J u sed a s  a 
succ e s s ion f rom the previou s speeche s . He s a id , a s  we can 
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f ind a t  the f i rst part o f  the speec h , " The c h i e f  cause I 
have a l ready d i scus sed with you ; " Unde r  the o ther f ive 
a s sertion s  in " The Princ iple of Nationa l i sm , " l ec ture s ix , 
he of fered thirty-one items o f  inductive support . I n  " The 
Princ ipl e o f  Democracy , "  lecture one , h e  o f fered forty­
three i tems of induc tive support for the deve lopment of h i s  
seven a s s e rt ion s . And in " The Pr inc iple o f  L ive l ihood , "  
lecture four , thi rty-nine items of induc t ive support were 
offered for seven a s sert ion s . In general ,  indu c tive 
support was exten s ive ly used . 
The inductive support under s ixteen out o f  the 
twenty a s sertion s  in the three speec he s wa s j udged to be 
e f f ec tive . The re were four as sert ion s under whi c h  the 
induc tive support o f fered fai l ed to meet one of the c ho sen 
cri ter ia . They were : the f i r s t  and the thi rd a s s ertions 
in " The Princ iple of Nationa l i sm , "  lecture s ix ;  the fourth 
a s s ertion in " The P r inc iple of Democ racy , "  l ec ture one ; and 
the fourth a s sertion in " The P r inc iple of L iv e l i hood , "  
lecture four . As ind icated before , the speaker d id not 
offer any induc tive support under the f ir s t  a s sertion in 
" The Pr inc iple o f  Nationa l i sm , " lecture s ix .  I n  the other 
non - e f fec tive c a s e s , he f a i l ed to meet c r i te rion 2 ,  i . e . , 
he d id not o f fer suf f ic i ent ins tance s  to warrant the 
general i zation , but s t i l l  sati s f ied the other cr i teria . 
As mentioned under nMethod of Ana ly s i s " in thi s  
chapter , forms of  evidence were a s sumed t o  inc l ude 
examp l e s , stat i s t ic s , te stimony , and acc ep ted trui sms . 
1 3 5  
I n  the three speeche s , the speaker o f fered s eventy exampl es , 
ten items of te s t imony , th irty-three accepted tru i sms , and 
no statis tic s .  He uti l i zed examples mos t  f requen t ly ; 
acc epted tru i sms , the second ; and te stimony , the third . 
The use o f  acc epted trui sms which inc luded h i s toric a l  
tradit ions and ba sic truisms seemed particul arly appropriate 
for the audience since preserving tradit ion wa s , as d i s ­
cus sed i n  Chapter I I , greatly empha s i z ed in t h e  Chinese 
soc iety o f  1 9 2 4 . 
Deduc tive rea soning 
Deduc tive rea soning wa s discovered unde r  thirteen of 
twenty a s sertion s . Sun deve loped ten enthymeme s to e s tab­
l ish s ix a s s ertions in " The Princ iple of Nationa l i sm , " two 
for two o f  s even a s sertion s in " The P r inc i p l e  o f  D emocracy , "  
and e i ght for f ive o f  seven as sertion s in " The Princ iple of 
Live l ihood . "  That is  to say , that under the thirteen 
a s s ert ion s , there were twenty instanc e s  o f  deduc t ive rea son­
ing found . Twenty in s tanc e s  in a total o f  twenty a s sert ion s 
cannot be regarded exten s ive . The speaker obviou s ly did 
not rely so much on deductive reason ing as on inductive 
support to deve lop h i s  as sertions .  
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A l l  twenty ins tance s of  _ deduc t ive rea soning d i s -
c overed i n  the selected speeches were j udged t o  be e f f ect-
ive ly e s tab l i shed . Howeve r ,  all the deduc t ive patterns 
found in the spe eche s were enthymemes ,  and the speaker 
never comp l etely provided the syl logi stic form of ma j or 
premi se , minor premi s e , and conc lus ion . S ome part ( s )  of 
the syl logi s tic form had to be supp l i ed to make the 
enthyrneme an e f fec t ive sy]. logi sm .  For examp l e , fourteen 
out of the twenty in stances were enthymeme s whi c h  could be 
c a s t  into hypothe tical syl logi sms . In  a l l  f ourteen 
in s tanc e s , only ma j or premi ses were provided in the text , 
such as , " I f we want to re store our former s tand ing , we 
mus t  a l so revive our anc ient power . .. The m inor premi se 
and the conc lus i on a lways needed to be supp l ied by the 
hearer . 
The e f f ect of deduc tive rea son ing i n  the speeche s 
wa s not d imini shed to any large extent even though the 
speaker re l i ed ma in ly on enthymeme s . The s y l log i s tic 
patterns were u sual ly forc ibly impl i ed in the enthymeme s .  
For ins tanc e , the f irst enthymeme appear ing under the f irst 
as sertion of " The Princ iple of Nationa l i sm , "  l e c ture s ix , 
wa s � 
I f  we want to re store our national s tand ing , we must 
first revive our nat ional spiri t . 
I n  thi s  s ta tement , nobody wou ld doubt that the speaker 
imp l ied "we rea l ly want to re store our national s tanding " 
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and " we mus t  f i r s t  revive our national spi r i t . "  The minor 
premi s e  and the c onclus ion , in other word s , would normal ly 
be s upp l ied by the hearer under a lmo s t  any c i rcumstanc e s . 
The imp l i ed minor premi ses and conc lus ions were equa l ly 
obvious in the other enthymeme s .  
I n  bri e f , the deductive rea soning in the s e l ec ted 
speeches wa s j udged e f fec tive after the enthymemi c  forms 
had been c a s t  into standard syl logi s tic forms . 
Uti l i z ation of  Western rhetoric 
The three s e l ected speec hes were apparen tly of very 
high qua l ity in terms of inductive support and deduc tive 
rea son ing . They were a l s o so we l l -organ i z ed that mos t  
as sertion s  could b e  identif ied e a s i ly . The u se of evidence 
in developmen t of as sert ions wa s surpr i s ingly exten s ive 
and e f fec tive . Deduc tive reasoning , a f ter tran s formation 
of enthymeme s into syl log i sms had been done , was found to 
be va l id in a l l instanc e s . Thi s  wa s e spec i a l ly unusual for 
a Chine se speaker in 1 9 2 4 , when , a s  indicated in Chapter I ,  
mo st Chine se sti l l  re l ied upon " sub j ec tive mental proc e s s " 
for the ir communi cat ion with others . Sun , there fore , 
appears to have used Western rhetor ica l  s tandards in 
expre s s ing h i s  ideas . 
Nothing wa s found as  to what exten t he had rece ived 
rhetoric a l  tra in ing prior to the time of the speeche s , nor 
were any rhetorical book s which he might have been ab le to 
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c onsult iden t i f i ed . Yet , rhetori c a l  tra in ing had very 
l ike ly been o f fered in the c la s s ic a l  We s te rn s c hoo l s  he 
attended J e spec i a l ly the primary and the secondary schoo l s  
i n  Hawa i i  and Hong Kong . Even if  thi s  was not t rue , the 
We s tern education he rece ived , such as the med i c a l  training 
in Canton and Hong Kong , must have prepared h im in the use 
of evidence to support a genera l i z ation , and the deduc tion 
of a spec i f ic statement from a general statement , s i nc e  
induct ion and deduc tion had been the core o f  We s tern culture 
and sc ience for many centuries . 
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CHAPTER IV 
SUMMARY , CONCLUS I ONS , AND RECOMMENDATI ONS 
The purpose of thi s  chapter i s  to summari z e  the 
inve s t i gat ion , found in previous chapte r s , to draw conc lu­
s i on s , and to propo s e  recommendation s for further s tudy . 
Summary 
The purpos e  of th i s  research wa s to determine the 
extens ivene s s  and e f f ect ivene s s  of induc tive support and 
deductive rea soning in S un Yat- s en ' s  " Three P r inc ipl e s  of 
the Peop l e " speeche s , given between January 2 7  and Augu s t  
2 4  in 1 9 2 4 . I t  was conc luded that no s imi l a r  inqu i ry had 
been undertaken . 
Three speeches were cho sen for inve s t i gation from 
Sun ' s " Three P r inc ipl e s  of the People " speeche s :  " The 
Princ iple of Nationa l i sm , " l ecture s ix ;  " The P rinc ipl e of 
Democracy , "  l ec ture one ; and " The Princ iple of L ivel ihood , "  
lecture f our . 
Sun ' s  per sona l background wa s examined at the 
beginning of thi s  inve stigation . I t  wa s f ound that he wa s 
born in 1 8 6 6  in Kwang- tung , a provinc e in S outhern China 
which had connec tions with We stern countr i e s . Hi s 
ance s tors origina l ly came from the North , and none o f  them 
had been w i thin the rul ing group of the Chin g  dyna sty 
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{ 1 6 4 4 - 1 9 1 1 ) . Sun ' s  fam i ly appear to have had c lose ties 
with the We s tern world since the time his e lde s t  bro ther 
wa s sent to Hawai i  ( 1 8 7 1 ) . 
S un rece ived mos t  of h i s  educat ion in Western 
schoo l s . Though having been trained as  a medical doctor 
in Hong Kong , he wa s apparently more intere s ted in po l iti­
cal a f f a i r s . He became intol erant o f  China ' s  backward­
ne s s  and made acquaintance with ant idyn a s t ic sec re t  soc ie­
tie s whi l e  he wa s studying in Canton and Hong Kong . He 
a l so be l ieved that the imperial gove rnment of China ( Ching 
dynasty )  should be overthrown . 
I t  was d i scovered that the po l i t i c a l - soc i a l ­
economic m i l i eu i n  China in 1 9 2 4 was i n  a m i serab l e  s tate 
of upheava l and unc ertainty . The impe r i a l  government o f  
China be fore 1 9 1 1  fac ed many externa l and intern a l  prob l ems . 
Unde r  some " unequal treatie s "  made with fore i gn countries 
as  a re su l t  of a series of de feats , China s e ems to have 
been contro l l ed both po l i tic a l ly and economi ca l ly by 
fore ign countri e s . After Sun ' s  revo lut ion in 1 9 1 1 , though 
the imper i a l  government wa s taken over by the repub l i can 
form , most people had l ike ly not been menta l ly and spirit­
ua l ly ready for the new sys tem . The c ountry wa s then 
divided up under the warlords and f i l led with strife and 
chaos before and during 1 9 2 4 . To a large extent , foreign 
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powers , a s  we l l  a s  the " unequa l treatie s , "  s t i l l bound the 
country .. 
The fami ly was found to have been the c enter of 
Chinese soc iety in 1 9 2 4 . Many people in China s u f f ered 
from poverty and in suf fic ient food supply .  Mo st of them 
seemed ind i fferent to the des tiny of the i r  country . 
I n  1 9 2 4 , Sun was the l ikely person to improve the 
c ri t ica l s i tuat ion in China . He had propos ed a s e t  of 
plans for the recon struc tion o f  the c ountry . As the leader 
of National Government ( in the S outh ) , he had p l anned to 
reun i fy the country . Al so , for introduc ing the e s sentia l s  
o f  hi s po l itical and economic theory to h i s  pol i tical and 
mi l i ta ry per sonne l , he had made a series o f  " Three Prin­
cipl e s  o f  the Peopl e "  speeche s in Canton . 
The c r i teria of fered by Le ster Thon s s en , A .  Craig 
Baird and Waldo W .  Braden in Speech C ri t ic i sm ,  wi th some 
dele tion , were adopted for evaluating the s e l ec ted speeches 
in terms of induc tive support and deduc tive rea son ing . 
The three s e l ected speeche s  were found to have 
originated from the four aims of Sun ' s revo l utionary organ­
i zati on , Tung Meng Hui , founded in 1 9 0 5 . The mean ing of 
"Nation a l i sm , "  his firs t "Princ iple , "  was broadened l ate r . 
A s s e rtions were identi f ied as  the f i r s t  s tep of 
analy s i s in each selected speech . There were twen ty 
as sertions found in the three speeche s .  
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The criteria were then app l ied to induc t ive support 
and deduc tive rea soning under each a s sertion . S un wa s 
found to have o f f ered 1 1 3  items of inductive support for 
nineteen out o f  twenty a s sertions iden t i f ied in the three 
speeche s . Examp l e s  were of fered mo s t  f requently among 
dif f erent f orms of evidence . I nduc tive support wa s j udged 
to be e f f ec tively used under s ixteen a s s ertion s . Twenty 
in s tance s  of deduc tive reasoning were f ound in th irteen o f  
twenty as sert ions . A l l  o f  them were enthymeme s ,  and j udged 
to be e f f ec t ive after they had been c a s t  into syl logi sms . 
I n  the compos ite eva luation , it  wa s determined that 
the speeche s were general ly wel l- organi zed in spite of the 
exi s tenc e  of two structural f l aws . I nductive support wa s 
used extens ive ly and in mos t  cases e f fective ly . Deduc tive 
rea soning wa s e f fective after the enthymemic forms had been 
cast into syl logis tic forms , but not so exten s ive ly used . 
Conc lus ion s 
On the ba s i s  of the data co l l ec ted in thi s  inve s t i ­
gation , the f o l l owing conc lus ions seem to be c lear : 
1 .  sun Yat- sen • s  fami ly had conne c t ion s  with the 
We s tern wor ld , wh ich obviou sly _ provided him wi th an 
opportunity to rece ive We stern education . 
2 .  sun Yat- sen appears to have been inf l uenced , 
pol i tical ly and rhetorica l ly ,  by the We s tern educ ation he 
rece ived . 
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3 .  The po l i tica l - soc i a l - ec onomic mi l i eu in China 
in 1 9 2 4 , of upheava l and uncerta inty , seems to have 
furni shed a " rhetor ical s i tuat ion " for S un ' s  " Three 
P rinc ipl e s  of the People " . speeche s . 
4 .  The purpo se o f  Sun ' s " Three P r inc ipl e s  o f  the 
Peop l e '' speeche s wa s apparently to instruc t h i s  f e l l ow 
peopl e  how to save and recons truc t their c ountry - -China . 
5 .  · Sun ' s  " Three ··Princ ipl e s  of the Peop l e " speec hes 
originated f rom the four aims o f  Tung Meng Hui , a revolu­
tionary organi zation founded by himse l f  in 1 9 0 5 . 
6 .  The a s s ertion s  identif ied in each s e l ected 
speech were apparently rhetoric a l - - suf f ic i ent in quantity 
and qua l i ty to warrant a we l l -organi zed speec h . 
7 .  I nduc tive support in the s e l ec ted speeches wa s 
used exten s ively , and in most cases e f f ec t ive ly . 
8 .  Deduc tive reason ing in the s e l ected speeche s  
wa s e f fec t ive after the enthymeme s had been c a s t  into 
syl logi sms , but was not so exten s ive ly u s ed as induc tive 
support . 
Recommendat ion s for Further S tudy 
The inquiry and the conc lu s ion s mentioned in th is 
the s i s  were by no mean s inc lus ive , but indi c a te that Sun 
Yat� s en ' s  Chine se speeche s could be analy z ed in terms of 
l ogica l  proo f � - the core of We stern rhetoric . The fol lowing 
recommendation s  are thus proposed for furthe r s tudy : 
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1 .  More attention could be paid to Chine s e  rhetoric 
in many d i f ferent facets . I t  is  genera l ly agreed that 
Chine s e  cul ture i s  d i f ferent from Wes tern . Speech , one 
of . the bas ic human behav iors ,  can a lways ref l ect its 
cul tura l background , so Chinese rhe toric shou ld be d i ff erent 
in many re spec ts from We s tern rhetoric . To f ind if it  is 
true or not , many ques tions need to b e  an swered , such as : 
Can Chin e s e  speeche s give·n by tho s e  who had not been trained 
in We s tern schoo l s  be j udged in terms of We s tern rhetoric ? 
I f  not , are there different rhetoric a l  s tandard s ? 
2 .  S emantic divers ities among d i f f e rent languages 
can ra i se many probl ems for tran s lators . They a l so s eem to 
make it pos s ib l e  that some criteria for eva luating rhetoric 
in one l anguage can never be met in another . Therefore , 
the fol lowing que stion shou ld be an swered in the future : 
Are the tran s l ated texts usua l ly j udged l e s s  sati s factory in 
terms of  rhetoric than the origina l texts ? 
3 .  " Emotiona l  proof " and " ethical proof " in Wes tern 
rhetoric were not appl ied to any of Sun ' s  speeche s . There ­
fore , the fol lowing inve st igation can a l so b e  und ertaken : 
How exten s ively and e f fective ly did S un use emotiona l proof 
and eth ical proof in h i s  speeches ?  
APPEND IX A 
" THE PRINC I PLE OF NATIONAL I SM , " LECTURE S IX 
lECTURE ::1 X 
JJdiver�d on .�.Harch 2, 1924. 
GENTLEMEN : M y  subject to�day is :  
How can we res tore the stand i n g  of o u r  nat ion? In  st udy­
in� t h is question we must not forge t what has been sa id 
in t he previous lectures. What i s  the present standing of 
our nation? �.Vhat is th;; situation of our na tion and s tate 
in the world of to-day? 
Why did China once occupy so exalted a place and 
then "fall ten thousand feet  in one dropB? The chief cause 
I have already discussed with you: because we lost our 
national spiri t, our state bas day by day degen erated. So 
if we wan t  to restore our national stand ing, we must first 
revive our national spiri t. If we want to revive our na­
tional spiri t, we must ful fi l l  two conditions.  First, we 
must u nderstand that we occupy to-day a tnost perilous 
position; and second, knowing our danger, we must utilize 
Chinu's ancient social groups, as the family and the clan, 
aad consolidate them to form a great national body. When 
this is accompl ished and we have the strength of four 
hundred mil lions u n i ted to fight, no matter how low our 
present position, we should be ab1e to lift if t;p. So, to 
knOW ttnd fo unite i.il'C the tWO CS$entiuls fol' revivi ng OUf 
nationalism. When · all of you h ave come to un derstand 
these essentials, you must  procla i m  them among the four 
h undred mill i ons of the whole . country un til everybody 
understands them. Then we can begin to revive our lost 
national spiri t .  Our old national sp i rit is asleep; we must 
awake it and then o u r  nat ionalism will begin to revi ve . 
\\'hen our nat iona l i sm is revived,  we can go a step farther 
a n d  study how to res tore o u r  na t ional s tan d i ng.  
Chi na d id not  reach her former posi tion of gre�tncss 
by one ro;tu i 1 1 d y . lJsua l l y  a nat i()n becomes strong at fi rst 
by the expa ns ion  or i ts m i ; l lary IY'WCr, then by the develop­
ment of various forms of cul ture; but if  the na tion and the 
state arc to maintain a permanent s tanding, moral char­
acter is essential. Only by · atta i n i n g  a high standard of 
morality ca n the state hope to govern long and exist at 
peace. Because the character of the Chinese race was 
higher than that of other races , the Mongols, although 
they conquered China during the S ung dynasty, were later 
absorbed by the Chinese; and the Manchus, although 
Ch i na of the Ming dynasty fell twice before them, were 
assimilated by the Chinese. Because of the high moral 
standards of our race, we have been able not only to survive 
in  spite of the downfall of the state, but we have had power 
to assimilate these outside races. So, coming to tile root 
of the matter, if we want to restore our race's standi ng, 
besides uniting all into a great national body, we must first 
recover our ancient morality -then, and only then, can we 
' plan how to atta in  again to the national position we once 
held. 
As for China's old moral standards, they are not yet 
lost sight of by the people of China. · First come Loyalty 
and Filial Devotion, then Kindness and Love, . the Faith· 




Ch i nese st i l l  spea k of t hese a ncient  qua l i t i es of character. 
B u t  since our dom i nation by al ien races a nd s ince the i n­
vasion of foreign cul ture wh ich has spread i ts i nfluence all 
over China, a group intoxicated with the n ew culture have 
begu n to reject the old moral i ty, saying that the former 
makes the latter u nnecessary. They do not u nderstand 
that we ought to preserve what is good in our past and 
throw away only the bad . China now is  i n  a period of 
conflict between old and new currents and a large number 
of our people have nothing to follow after. 
A few days ago I was in the cou ntry and entered an 
a ncestral temple. O n  goi ng to the  i nnermost court to 
rest, I saw on the righ t-hand side the character for "Filial 
Devotion," but on the left side a blank where there must 
have been previously, I think, the character for "Loyalty."• 
This I have seen more than once; many ancestral or family  
temples are i n  the same condition. But the character for 
"Fil ial Devotion," which I observed the other day, was 
extra large, while the marks on the left wall where the 
character had been scratched off looked very recent. It 
may have been the work of the cou n try fol k  themselves or 
of soldiers l iving in the temple, yet I have seen many an­
cestral temples which had not been bil lets for soldiers wi th 
the character for "Loyalty" rubbed off the walls. This 
shows the · thinking of a certain type of people to-day: 
because we have a republic, we need not tal k abou t loyalty. 
They say that i n  former days loyalty was shown to pri nces, 
and that as there are no pri n ces in  a democracy, so loyalty 
is not needed and ca n be cast aside. Such an argument 
is certai nly due to m isunderstanding: we do not wan t  
* Filial Devotion, hsiao, and loyalty, chung, are constantly associated 
being considered attributes of the same virtue. When manifested i n  
the relationship between father a n d  son, it  is hsiao, when mani­
fetted in the relationship between emperor and officers, it is chung. 
pri n ces in  th e coun try, but  we can no t  d o  without  l oyal t y. 
If we say t hat loyalty is outworn to-day, what a bout  the 
nation? Can we not direct our loyalty towards the nation? 
Of course we can not now speak of loyal ty t o  princes, bu t 
how about loyalty to the people and loyalty to our tasks? 
When we undertake a task we should n o t  falter from fi rst 
to last u n ti l  the task is done; i f  we do not succeed, we 
should not begrudge our very l ives as a sacri fice--t h is  i s  
loyal ty. The ancient  teaching of loyal ty pushed to i ts 
l i mi t  mea n t  death .  To say that a ncient loyalty was due 
to kings and, s ince now we have no kings, we do n ot 
need loyalty and can do as we please, is absolu tely wrong. 
Now everybody who talks about  democracy breaks down 
all the old moral 
'
standards, and the fundamental reason 
i s  right here. I n  a democracy i t  s tands to reasor1 that we 
should · still show loyalty, not to princes but to the nation 
and to the people. Loyalty to four h undred mill ions must 
naturally be on a much higher level than loyalty to one 
i ndividual; so I say that the fine moral qual i ty of loyalty 
must st i l l  be cherished. 
Filial Devotion is even more a characteristic of Chi na ,  
a n d  w e  have gone far beyond other nations i n  the practice 
of i t .  F i l ial duty as revealed in the "Canon of Fil ia l  
Piety" covers almost the  whole field of huma n  activ i ty, 
touch ing every point; there is no treatise on filial piety 
in any civi l ized country to-day that i s  so complete. Fil ial 
Devotion is st i l l  indispensable. I f  the people of the de­
mocracy can carry out Loyalty and Fil ial Devotion to the  
l i m it, our  state wil l  naturally flourish. 
Kindness and Love are also part of Chi na's high 
morality. In the past no one discussed love better than 
Motze.• His "love without discrimination" is the same 




· th ing as Jesus' "universal love." The ancients appl i ed the 
principle of love to government, saying, "Love the p·cople 
as your children,, and, "Be kind to al l the people and 
love all creatures ." Love was used to embrace aU du ties, 
from which we can see how well they put kindness and 
love into effect. S ince our foreign i ntercourse began, 
some people have thought that the Chi nese ideal of kind­
ness and love was inferior to the foreigners' because for· 
eigners in China,  by establishing schools and carrying on 
hospitals to teach and relieve the Chinese, have been pra­
cticing k indness and love. In the practical expression of 
the fine qual ities of kindness and love, it does seem as 
though China were far beh i n d  other countries, and the 
reason is that the Chi i1ese have been less active in perfor­
mance. Yet Kindness and Love are old quali ties of Chinese 
character, and as we study other countries, let us learn their 
practical methods, revive our own kindness and love, the 
spiri t of ancient China, and make them shine wi th grea ter 
glory. 
Faithfulness and Jus t ice. An�ient Ch i na always spoke 
of Fai thfulness in deal ing with n e ighboring countries and 
in  i ntercourse with friends. In m y  est ima tion , the  quali ty 
of faithfulness is practiced better by Ch i n ese than by for­
eigners. This can be seen in busi ness in tercourse: Chinese 
in the ir business �eln tions do not use wri t ten con t racts;  all 
that is  necessary is a verbal promise which is i mpl icitly 
trusted . Thus, when a foreigner pla ces an order for goods 
wi th a Chinese, no contract is necessary; there is simply 
an entry on the books and the bargain is closed. As a 
result, foreigners who have done business for a long time 
in the interior of Ch i na invariably speak h i ghly of the 
Chinese, saying that a Chinese will keep his word better 
than a foreigner his con tract. 
Just ice. China in  her mightiest days never u tterl y 
destroyed another state . Look at Korea, which was for­
merly a tributary of China in name> but an independent 
nation in real ity. China was a strong s tate for thousatH�s 
of years and Korea lived on; Japan has been a stron g 
state for not over twenty years and Korea is already de� 
stroyed . From th is one can see that Japan's sense of "faith­
fulness and justice" is · inferi or to Ch ina's and that Chi na's 
standards have advanced beyond those of other nul ions .  
China has one more splendid virtue-the l ove of 
Harmony and Peace. A mong the states and the peoples 
of the world to-day China alone preaches peace; other 
cotm tries ,ail talk in terms of war and advocate the. over­
th ·iow of s ta tes by imperialism. The intense love of peace 
which the Chinese · have hac� these thousands of years has 
been a natural disposition . In j ndividual relationships 
great stress has been laid upon "hu mil i ty and deference"; 
in government the old saying wRs, ccHe who del ights not 
in kill ing a man can un i fy all men." All of this is very 
d iiTcren t  from 'the ideals of foreigners. China's a n cien t 
vi rtues of Loyalty, Fi l ial Devotion, Kindness, Love., Faith­
ful ness, and such are i n their very nature superior to 
foreign virtues, but in the moral qual i ty of Peace we ·wil l  
further surpass tpe people o f  otl1cr l ands. This special 
characteristic is · the spirit of our nation and we must not 
only che!:ish i t  but cause it to shine with grea ter luster; 
then our national standi ng will  be restored. 
We must revive not only our old morali ty bu t also 
our old learn ing . If we want to regain our national spirit, 
we mus t reawaken the learning as well as the moral ideals 
which we once possessed . What is this ancient learning? 
Among the human theories of the state, China's poli tical 




of Europe and America have made great strides forward 
in recent years, yet the ir  new culture is not so complete 
ns our old poli t ical philosophy. Ch i nn has a speci men of 
political ph ilosophy so systematic and so clear that nothing 
has been discovered or spoken by foreign statesmen to equal 
it. It is found in the "Great Learning": "Search into 
the nature of things, extend the boundaries of knowl edge, 
make the purpose s incere, regu late the mind, cultivate 
personal vi rtue, rule the family, govern the stn te, pacify 
the world ." This cal ls upon a man to develop from within 
ou tward;� to  begin wi th his  inner nature and not  cease 
u ntil the world is at peace. Such a deep, all-embracing 
logic is not found in or spoken by any foreign politcal 
'phi losopher; it is a nugget of wisdom pecul iar to China's 
philosophy of state and worthy to be preserved . 
The principles of "regulat ing the mind, making sincere 
the purpose, cultivating personal virtue, ruling the family," 
naturally belong in the field of morals, but to-day it will 
be more fitting to treat them as matters of knowledge. 
Although our forefathers exe�cised thejr powers on the 
moral side, since the loss of our nationalism the true spirit 
of learning has l ikewise disappeared . The com mon people 
who study the classics constantly use the pa�isage that I 
quoted in a conventional way, bu t t hey repea t the words 
without seeking their in terpretat ion  a 1Hl wi r l l no idea of  
their deeper n1eaning. The knowledge of how to "regulate 
the mind and make sincere t he pu rpose" spri ngs from 
i nward control and is di fficu l t  to cxpou i 1d .  The scholars 
of the Sung"' Period paid much a t tention to this mental 
training, and as we study their books, we can see how well 
they succeeded. But the "cultivation of personal virtue, 
ruling the family, governing the state," are ou tward reforms 
• The Sung Dynasty 96Q.. l l 27 A.D. 
w11ich we hnve not yet e!Tected; on the surface, nt l cnst, we 
have not succeeded in any of them for the pas t  hundreds 
of years. As a result� we cartnot govern. our own coun try, 
and foreigners, seeing that we ca n no 1: do so, wan t  to come 
and establish international control over us. 
Why can we not govern Chi na? What reveals the 
fact to foreigners? In my personal opinion, foreigners 
have no way of observing wh ether we rule our fami l ies 
wd i or not, but they can see that we are very much lack· 
ing in personal culture., Every word and act of a Chinese 
shows absence of refinement; one contact with Chinese 
people is enough to reveal this . 
Confucius s�id , "If the mat is not straight, do not sit  
down,"* which shows how much attention he paid to per­
sonal culture, even to the minute details of sitting and 
standing. The Confucian schola r�; of the Sung age were 
even more careful and strict in "regulating the mind, mak:­
ing the purpose sincere, and ClJl tivating t �1e person," but 
modern Chinese hardly give these matters a thought. As 
a result, n1though we have the wisdom about "cultivating 
pci·sonal virtue, regulati ng the fami1y, governing the. state, 
pacifying the world, "  as soon as foreigners niect us, they 
say that we are barbaric and they wi l l  not study deeply 
i nto our learning. Vvi th the exception of philosophers l ike 
Russell, no foreigners can at  fi rst sight of China u nder· 
stand her civilization, and only those who have spent ten 
or more years i n  China can appreciate hyr age-long cultu re. 
If everyone would devote some systematic effort to the 
cu!ture of his person, "let the character within be manifested 
without," pay attention to even the Smfl l lest ma tters of 
conduct, on meeting foreigners not rudely trespass upon 





their. freedom, then fore igners would cer l:n i n l y  respect the 
Chinese. That is why I am speak ing to-day on personal 
culture. You young men should certa inly learn from the 
modern culture of foreigners and first  cultiva te you r own 
persons, then you can talk abou t "ruli ng famil ies and gov­
ern ing the state." Government is progressing in  every other 
· country to-day; in China it is going backward. Why? 
Because we are u nder the pol it ical and economic dom i na­
t ion of foreign n at ions , yes; but if we sea rch for the funda­
mental reason, we will fi nd it i n the Chinese fa i l u re to 
cultivate pcrs�nal virtue. We seem to forget that the 
ancien ts of China re lated personal culture back to "regulat­
ing the mind, making sincere the purpose, searchi ng i n to 
the nature of th i ngs , and extending the boundaries of 
knowledge." What discriminat ing teaching, what compre­
hensive ph i losophy! And it is China's ancien t wisdom. If 
!l O W  we wan t  to  rule our fam i l ies a nd govern our state 
and not be subject to foreign control ,  we mus t begi n with 
personal culture, we must revive Ch ina's anc ient wisdom 
and comprehensive philosophy, and �hen we can reawaken 
the spi ri t and restore the standing of the Chi nese nation. 
I n  addition to our ancien t  learn ing there a re l i k ewise 
our ancient powers. When the Chinese to-day sec t he 
development of fore ign mach i nery and the glorious  pro­
gress of modern science, they natu ral ly think tha l  our 
ability is not equal to the abil i ty of foreign ers. Bu t what 
abou t the capa bili t ies of t he Chinese thousands of years 
ago? In olden ti mes the Chinese were much superior to 
foreigners . Some of the most valued th i ngs i n  the West 
to-day were invented in ancient China. Take, for example, 
the compass, which, in this great age of shippi ng, cannot 
be dispensed wi th for an hour or a moment; we find that 
it was invented by the Chi nese m i llen n i ums ago. Chinese 
could not have invented the compass without some sort 
of ability, and that foreigners ate still using what China 
used it1 the distant past shows that the Chinese abil i ty 
is superior. There is another thing which occupies a11 
extremely important place in civilization-the art of printing. 
The modern. improved printing press of the West can turn 
out tens of thousands of newspapers in  a.n hour, yet the 
h istory of printi ng begins with ea.rly Chinese inventions. 
Take, again, porcelain ware, which mankind uses daily, 
another invention and special product of China; foreigners 
are still trying to i mitate it but cannot match i ts delicacy 
and beauty. In modern wars smokeless powder is used, 
yet this is  onl y an i mprover;1r nt upon the smoke-produc­
ing black gunpowder which was i nvented by the Chinese. 
These important . and valuuble i nventions-the compass, 
prin t ing, gunpowder-are k nown and used by Western nations 
to-day and are reasons for their greatn ess. 
In the field of human food and clo thing, shel ter and 
communication, China has n : so contributed many dis­
coveries for the use of manki nd . Take beverages: Ch iaa 
discovered the tea leaf, which is one of the g reat necessi ties 
in the modern world; civi l ized coun tries t0-day compete in  
the use of i t  and are ma king it a subs ti tu te for l iquors. 
Th us tea is helping in the eradication of the drink evil 
and is bri ngi ng no t a few o ther benefits to mankind. Take 
clothing: foreigners place the highest value upon articles 
m��de of s i lk and wearers of si lk garments are daily increas­
ing; the silkworm which spins  the silk was first found in  
China thousands of years ago. Or shel ter: the moderm 
houses b ni l t  by foreigners are of cou rse comple te in every 
way but the principles of building and all the important 
parts of house were first devised by the Chinese. The 




China than anywhere else. S tudy methods of commu· 
n ication: Westerners think that their suspension bridges 
are extremely modern engineering and the result of great 
native ab i l ity, but foreig11crs who visit the interior of China 
and reach the borders of Szechwan and Tibet see Chinese 
traversing high mountains and crossing deep rivers by 
means of suspension bridges. They then realize that the 
credit for inventing suspension bridges belongs to China 
l:\nd not to the West as they had thought. All th is goes 
to show that ancient China was not without capabili ties, 
but these po\vers were afterwards lost, and consequently 
our national posi tion has declined. If we want to restore 
our former standing, we must also revive our ancient powers. 
But  even if we succeed i n  revivi ng our ancient mora­
lity, learning and powers, will still not be able, in this 
modern world, to advance China to a first place among 
the nations. If we can reproduce the best of our national 
heri tage just as it was in the time of our forefathers when 
China dominated the world, we will still need to learn the 
strong points of Europe and Ameri�a before we ca n pro­
gress at equal rate with them. Unless we do s l. udy the 
best from foreign cou ntries, we will go backward . Wi th 
our own fine foundation of knowledge and  o u r  age- long 
culture, with our own native i n te l l igence besides, we shou ld 
be able to acquire all the best th in gs from ahro:HJ. The 
strongest poi nt of the West is i ts science. Th is has been 
three hundred years in the cou rse of development, but it  
has made rapid s trides forward only wi thi n the last half 
- century. The advance of science has made it possi ble for 
man to " usu rp the powers of natu re" and to do what 
natural fo.rccs had done. 
The most recently discovered natural power is elec­
tricity. Formerly power was got ten from coal, which in 
turn generated machine power. Now Western science has 
advanced to the second age-the age of electricity. There 
is a trem�ndous project on foot in the United States to 
link up al l the electrical. horse power of the
. 
fo.cto6r!s 
throughout the country into one un ified system. Since 
there a.r.e thousands of fac tories, if each one has its ow a 
generating plant and burns its own coal to generate elec� 
tric power, an enormous amount of coal IJ.nd labor is used. 
Because of this heavy consumption of coal by l i1 c  factories, 
the hundreds of thousands of miles of railroad are n �J t  
suffic ient to transport the needed fuel. The result is  tha t 
the railways are too busy to move the agricultural products 
of the various sections, and these do not fi nd the wide 
market they should. Since the usc of coa.l has two such 
serious disadvantages, the United States is now consideri ng 
a great central pbwer station whic� t ·,q)uld uni te t he c1ec� 
tric power used by the thow;ands of fac tories into one 
sys tem . If this super-power project succeeds, then all the 
generating equipment of the th ousands of factories can be 
consolidated into one central  pl ant. The individual factory 
will not need to use coal and a lot of laborers to feed the 
fires; all it will need to carry on its work vvill be a copper 
wire to conduct the power. The advantages of  this plan 
may be illustrated by the hundreds o f  people gathered i n  
this lecture hall. If each one o f  us  shon1d ha.ve a small 
stove to cook a meal here, i t  would be troublesome and 
wasteful, but if <J 1 1  joined together and cooked a meal en 
a big stove, we would find it much more convenient and 
economicaL The United States is just now considering th is 
scheme of l inki ng together all i ts factories in one great 
electric power system; if China wan ts to learn the strong 
points of the West, she sb ould not start with coal power · 




to the whole country. This way of learni ng may be com­
pared to what military men call a frontal attack, "inter­
cepting nnd s trik ing at the advance force.H If we can 
lea rn from the advance g uard,  withi n ten years we may 
not be ahead of other nations, but we wil l  be keeping 
step with them. 
If we want to learn from the West, we will have to 
catch up with the advance l ine and not chase from behind. 
I tt the study of science, for insta nce, this wi ll mean the 
sav ing of twQ, hundred years. We are in such a position 
to-du.y that if we should still  slu mber on, not commence 
to struggle, and not know how to restore the stand ing of 
our  state, our country would be lost and our race wiped 
ou t forever. But  now that we know how, we ought to 
fol low the world currents and sttrdy the best features of 
Western nations; we certainly should flgo beyond other 
countries in what we study and cause the "last to be · first." 
Al though we went backward for many cen turies, yet now 
it should take us but a few years to catch up wi th the 
rest of the world. Japan is a good . example.  Her culture 
was formerly copied from Chi na and was m uch i nferior 
to ours, but recen tly Japan has st udied only European and 
American civi l ization and withi n a few decades has become 
one of the world 's great powers. I do n o t  think t hat our 
intellectual powers �re below those of the Japanese, a nd i t  
should b e  easier for us now than for Japan to l ea rn from 
the West. So the next ten years is a critical period for 
us; i f  we can come to l ife as the Japanese did and all 
put forth a very sincere eiTort to eleva te the standing of 
our nat ion , within a decade we should be able to get rid 
of fore ign political  and economic control , the pressure of 
foreign population increase, and all the various calamities 
that arc now upon us. 
After China reaches that place, w!:at then? A com� 
. mon phrase in ancient China was) "Rescue the V{eak� l ift 
up the fallen., Because of this  noble policy China pros .. 
pered for thousuncls of years, and Anna�n,  Burma, Korea, 
Siata, and other small states were able to maintain their 
independence. As European influence spread over the 
East, Annam \V3.S overthrown by Fran ce, Burma by Great 
Bri ta. in, i�orea by Japan. If we wa_nt China to rise to 
power, we must not only restore our nationaJ s tandi ng, 
but we r.p.ust a_lso assume a great responsibility towards the 
world. Pu· China cannot assume that responsibility, she 
will be a great disadvantage not an advantage to the 
world, no matter how strong she may be._j What reaJ ly  is  
our d1ity to the world? �he rcr;d which the G.�eat Powers 
are trav.:;ling to-day means the destruction of other s tates; 
if Cbina, when she becomes strong, wants to crush other 
cou n tries, copy the Powers' imperialism, and go their road, 
we will just be following in their  trac.ks. Let us i-lrst of 
all decide on our policy. Only if we "rescue the '\Veak 
and l i ft up the fallen" will \Ye be carrying out the d ivine 
obl igation of our nation . We must aid the '.vcaker and 
smaller peop1es and oppose the great powers of the world.  
If all the people of the country resolve upon this  purpose, 
our nation will prosper; otherwise, there is itO hope for us. 
Let us to-day, before China's development begi ns, p l edge 
ourselves to lift up the fallen and to aid the weak; then 
when we become strong and look back upon our own 
suiTerings under the political and economic domination of 
the Powers and see weaker and smaller peoples u ndergoi n g  
similar treatment, w e  will  ri�.e and smite that i mperialism. 
Then will we be tru ly "governi ng the state and pacifying 
the world." 




we must now revive our national spirit, recover our na­
tional standing, unify the world upon the follltdation of 
our ancient morality and love of peace, and bring about 
a universal rule of equality and fraternity. This is the 
great responsibility which devolves upon our four hundred 
millions. You, gentlemen, are a part of our four hundred 
· millions; you must all shoulder th is responsibil ity and 





APPEND IX B 
" THE PRINC IPLE OF DEMOCRACY , "  LECTURE ONE 
. ..,. 
LECTURE ONE 
l)divered on lvlarch 9, 19;24 . 
V{nAT is the People's Sovereign ty? 
In ore� ·::;� to define th�s term we must first understand. \vha� 
a "people" is. Any unified and organized body of men 
is called a "people." Wh at is Hsovereignty"? It is power 
and authority extended to the area of nie state. The states 
with the greatest power to-day are called in Chinese the 
"strong states," in foreigd. languages the "powers." Mechan­
ical force is spoken of in Chinese as "horse streng G1," in  
o ther languages as "horse power." Thus s trength and power 
are used interchangeably. The power to execute orders 
and to regulate public conduct is called "sovereign ty," and 
when "people" and "sovereign :./' are linked together, we 
have the volitical power of the people . To understand 
"political power" we must kn ow what government is. 
Many people think that gover;_:;.meut is a very abstruse and 
difficult subject which ordina ry persons cannot comprehend. 
Chinese military men are always saying, "We are soldiers 
and know nothing about pol i tics." The reason why they 
arc ignorant is that they consider government to be a deep 
and abstruse study. They do not know that it is a very 




they will no t in terfere with government, we can let them 
by; but if they say that they cannot understand govern· 
mc11t; they nro foolish. Si11cc the soldier is the driving  
force behind the governmen t, he should certai.nly Ut1dcr­
·stand what government is. Briefly, government is a thing 
of the people and by the people; it is control of the affairs 
of all the people. The power of control is pol i tical sover­
eignty, and where the people control the government we 
speak of the "people's sovereignty." 
N9w that we understand what the "people's sover­
eignty'' is, we must s tudy its fu nctions. As we view life 
about us or study i nto the distant past, we sec that human 
power has been employed, to put it simply, in maintaining 
the existence of the human race. In order to exist, man­
kind must have protec tion and sustenance and it is daily 
engaged in meeting these two great needs. Protection 
means self-defense: whether it is an individual or a group 
or a state, the power of self-defense is necessary to exist­
ence. S ustenance means seeking food. Self-defe nse and 
food-seeking are, then, the .two chi ef mea ns by which 
mankind maintains i ts existence. But while man is main­
taining his existence, o ther animals arc ( I  iso trying to 
maintain theirs; while man is defendi ng h i mself, other 
animals are also defend ing thernselvcs; wh i le man seeks 
food, other an i mals are also seek ing food; a n d  so the pro­
tect ion and the s ustenance of man comes in to, conflict with 
the protec tion and the sustenance or other an imals, and 
struggle ensues. To keep al ive in the m idst of struggle 
man must fight, and so mankind has not ceased to fight 
since the beg inn ing of human life. Thus the human race 
has used its strength i 11 combat, and s ince i ts birth upon 
the planet u ntil now has l ived in  the thick of str ife. 
While the germs of democracy were found iu Greece 
and Rome two thousand years ago, yet only within the 
last one hundred fifty years has democracy become firmly 
rooted in the world. The preceding ag@ was one of nutoc· 
racy and the age before, tllat one of theocru.cy. Before 
theocracy came the wilderness age when men fought with 
beasts. Man sought to li_-,e and the animal sought to live. 
Man had two ways of preserving his existence-through 
seeking food and through self�defense. In very ancient 
times tnen ate beasts and beasts also ate men; there was 
a constant struggle bctwen them, The land was covered 
with venomous snakes and wiJd animals; man was beset 
by dangers and so had to fight for his very life. The wai"­
fare of that day , was the irregular confl ict between man 
and beast; there was no banding into groups, it was "each 
fighting for himself." 
In the primi tive struggle between man and ':,·ild beasts, 
man used only his i ndivid�lal physical strength or some­
times the species would iight  together; if, for instance, in 
one. place a few score men. were battling with a few score 
beasts, and in another place, another group of men were 
doing the same thing, the men of both places might 
perceive their own kinship to each other and their difference 
from the animals, unite as fellow crc�a·tnres, and fight to� 
gether against the other species. Ceria. i .nly man would not 
joi11 with another species to fight and devour Juan and 
injure his own kind. Such a banding together of the 
t: pe.cies and unwitting alliance a gainst reptiles and beasts 
v..:as a· natural, not an artificial thing; when the reptiles or 
beasts were destroyed, the men scattered. At that time · 
there was no such thing as popular sovereignty; man, in 
·fighting the an i m�ds, used si mply his own physical prowess 





Later, when man had about exterminated the venomous 
rep tiles and savage beasts, when his env ironment was some· 
what i mproved, and his dwelling place was better sui. tcu 
to his type of existence, then groups of people began to 
live in one place and to domesticate the tamer animals. 
This was the beginning of the pastoral age and also of 
civil ization. A great change now took place in man's 
Jiving conditions : warfare with animals was about at an 
end, civilization was growing up, what we call the ancient 
period of h uma n history had arrived. Man began to direct 
his warfare" against the forces of Nature. Briefly, in the 
firs t s tage man warred with beasts and employed his own 
bru te force or the u n i ted �trength of many to kill them · 
o1l'; in the second stage man warred with Na ture. In the 
iirst stage, because man did no t know when an animal 
would attack him, he was not sure whether he could live 
from one momen t to another; he had only his two hands 
and two feet for self-defense, but he was wiser than the 
beasts and learned to use sticks and stones for weapons, 
so finally he won a complete victory over h is wild enemies .  
Only then could man plan ahead· for a day; whi le he was 
battling with the beasts, his life was not sec ure for a 
moment . 
When wild beasts no longer threatened, the human 
race began to multiply and the most fa vorablc spots on 
the earth began 
·
to fill up with people. What were the 
favorable spots?-Places sheltered from . wind · and rain or 
regions which storms did not touch. 
After driving out the poisonous reptiles and savage 
beasts they were faced with natural disasters of storm and 
flood. Naturally they would try to avert these disasters 
and to struggle against Nature. In the age of warfare with 
the beasts man could use his own physical strength to 
fight, but mere fighting was of no value in the day of  
struggle against Nature. Mankind then suiTered m.any 
hw·&:> i.ps until. some ,,,j �c men ca. me forth with schemes 
for the welfare o f  the peo�>le. Thus the Great Yu* reduced 
the waters to order and averted tbe calamity of flood for 
the people, and Yu Ch'ao Shih (the Nest Builder)** taught 
the people how to b u ild houses in trees and avert the 
disasters from. wind and storm. 
From this time on civilization �lowly progre3sed, the 
people began to unite: and, as land was pl\�n tiful  and the 
inhabitants were few, food was very easy to procure. The 
only problems were the catastrophes of Nature which could 
not be fought, as the wild beasts were, with bodily s � rcngth ,  
a;�d so there arose the idea cf  divine power. Me: af deep 
wist"wm . began to advocate the doctrine of god� and d ivine 
teaching�, and introduced prayers as a means of ward ing 
ofi evil and obtaining blessings. There was no way of 
telling at the time whether thdr praying was effective or 
not; however, since they wen� struggl ing against Heaven, 
they h·ad no other plan, when in extremity, but to appeal 
for the power of the gods. A man of profound insight 
would be chosen as leader, l ike. the chiefs of savage tribes 
in Africa to-day, whose special duty i t  'vas to offer prayers. 
In the same way Mongolians and Ti betans now mGk ·--, a 
"Living Buddha" their ruler and are under a religiou:; 
government. So the ancients used to say tL a t  the two 
great functions of the state were worship and war, praying 
and fighting. 
Thus after the age of w�rfare with wild ani mals came 
the struggles with Nat uJc and out of these struggles was � 
born theocracy. The next step in history was au tocracy, l1l 
1..0 
* The first emperor of the Hsia. 
** Legendary ruler of ancient Chine�e history. 
when mighty warriors and poli tical leaders wrested the 
power away from the rel igious rulers or put themselves at 
the hend of the churches and appoi nted themselves kings. 
A period of struggle between man and man thus evolved. 
When struggles between man and man began to take the 
place of struggles with Nature, people realized that simple 
dependence upon the power of religious faith could nei ther 
protect society nor aid in warfare and that an. enlightened 
government and strong military power were necessary in  
order to compete with other peoples . ?o..fen have fought 
against men si�e the beginning of recorded history. At 
first they employed both the power �f. religion and the 
power of autocracy in their struggles; later, as theocracy 
weakened and, after the dissolution of the Roman Empire, 
gradually decayed, autocracy became stronger until, jn the 
reign of Louis XIV of France, it reached the peak of its 
power. Louis XIV said that there was no difference be­
tween .the king and the state-"! am the king, therefore 
I am the state., He took every power of the state into. 
his own hands and exercised despotism to its l imits, just 
as did Ch' in Shih Hwang* of China. · The absolu te mon­
archy became more terrible every day until the people could 
bear it no longer. About this time science was begi n n i ng 
to make steady progress and the general i ntd l .igcncc of 
mankind was s teadily r ising. As a rcs1 1 l  t, a new conscious­
ness was born. The people saw that au tocracy was some­
thing that only grasped for power, made private property 
of the state and of the people, con tribu ted to , the gratifi­
cation of one ind ividual and did not care abou t the 
sufferings of the many; as it became unbearable, they realized 
with increasing cl earness that, since the system was iniqui-
* De,pot who united China and founded the Ch'in dynasty 
(246-207 B.C.) 
tous, they should resist it, and that resistance meant 
revolution. So, during the last hundred years, the tides of 
revolutionary thought have run high and have given. rise 
to democratic revolutions, struggles between people and 
kings. 
This division into periods will help us in studying the 
origins of democracy. Summing up: the first period was 
one of sLL'Uggle between man and beas t in which man em .. 
ployed physical strength rather than any kind uf power; in 
the second period m:ut fought with Nature and called divine 
powers to his aid; in the third period, men ca me into con­
flict with men, states with states, races with races, and 
autocratic power yras the chief weapon . \Ve arc now i n  
the fourth period, o f  war within fjtates, when the peop le 
are bat tling against their monarchs and kings. The issue 
now is between good and evil, between right and might, 
and as the power of the people is stead ily increasing, we 
may ·call this the age of the people's sovereignty-the age 
of democracy. This is a very new age. We have oHly 
recently entered upon it and overthrown the autocracy of 
the old age. 
Is the change a good thin g or not? Vlhen the masses 
were unenlightened and depended upon sa,�red kings and 
virtuous sages to lead them, autocracy was of considerable 
value. Before autocracies arose, holy men founded religion 
upon the way of the gods in order to conserve social values; 
at that l i me theocracy rendered a large serv ice. But now 
autocracy and theocracy are things of the past and we have 
come to the age of democracy, the age of the people's 
power. Is there any just reason why we shou ld  oppose 
autocracy and i nsist upon democracy? Yes, because with 
the rapid advance of civilization ·people are growing in in­




as we, who as children wanted our parents to support us, 
cannot depend upon them further but must be independetlt 
when we grow up to manhood and seek our own living. 
From two hundred thousand years up to ten or more 
thousand years ago, mankind lived under theocracy, and 
theocracy was well suited to the needs of the age. The 
situation in Europe was a si milar one a thousand or more 
years ago. Chi nese culture flowered earlier than European 
culture, so we have had more au tocracy than theocracy; 
the age of �ptocracy began long ago in China. But 
the word democracy-popular sovereignty-has only lately 
been introduced into China. All of you who have come 
here to-day to support my revol ution arc naturally believers 
in democracy. 
Which, autocracy or democracy, is really bet ter 
suited to modern Ch i na? If  we base ou r judgment 
u pon the intel ligence and the abi l i ty of the Chiriese people, 
we come to the conclusion that the sovereignty of the 
people would be far more sui table for us. Con fucius and 
Mencius two thousand years ago spoke for people's rights. 
Confucius said, " When the Great Doctrine prevai ls ,  all 
under heaven will work for �he common good ."* H e  was 
pleading for a free and fraternal world in which the people 
would rule. He was constantly referring to Yao and Shun** 
simply because they did not try to monopolize the empire. 
Although their government was autocra tic in n ame, yet 
in reali ty they gave the people power and so were h ighly 
reverenced by Confucius . Mencius said, "Mos t precious 
are the people; next come the land and grain; and 
last, the princes . "  Again: "Heaven sees as the people 
see, Heaven hears as the people hear," and "I have 
* J;. r lS� t'ien lzsia U!(;i huug. 
** Legendary rulers of ancient Chinese history before Great Yu. 
heard of the punishment of the tyrant Chou* but 
11ever of the nssassinatio11 of a sovereign." · Hes in his 
age, alreac!y saw that kings were not absolutely nocessnry 
an.d would not last forever, sc he called those who brought 
happiness to the people holy monarchs, but those who were 
cruel and unprincipled he called individualists whom all 
should oppose . Thus China more than two m illenniums 
ago had already considered the idea of democracy, but at 
that t ime she could not put it into operation.  Dern oct·acy 
was tht.::n what foreigners call  a Utopia, an ideal  wh ich 
could not be immediately realized. 
"N"ow that Europe and America have founded republics 
a nd ih·.-e appliep democracy for one hundred fifty years, 
we whose anck:nts dreamed of these things shou ld certai n­
ly foilow the tide of world events and make usc of the 
peopl e's power if we expect our state to rule long and 
peacefully and our people to enjoy happiness. But the 
ri se of democracy is  comparativc; l y recent and many sta tes 
in the world are still autocratic; those which have tried 
democracy have experienced many disappoin tments and 
failures. While democracy was discour:.;ed upnn in  China 
t"rvo thousand years ago, it has become a n  accomplished 
fact for only one hundred fifty years in the \Vest. Now 
it is suddenly spreading over the whole world on the wings 
of the wind. 
. The first instance of actual democracy in  modern times 
was in Er;gland. A revolution of the people took place 
about the time of · the close of the Ming dyn�sty a nd the 
beginning of the Manchu dynasty in China, uncer a leader 
named Cromwell, which resulted in the executi on of King 
Charles I. This deed sent a thrill of horror through the 
* Last ruler of the Shang or Yin dynasty which fd l 1 1 2 1  R. C. a 




people of Europe and America, who had never heard of 
the like in the world before and who thought that th ose 
responsible should be treated as traitors and rebels. The 
secret assassination of princes was common in every coun­
try, but Cromwell's exccn:ion of Charles I was not done 
i n  secret; the king was given a public trial and openly pro­
cla imed gu ilty of disloyal ty to the stale a nd to the people, 
· �nd so deserving of de:1 th. Europe thought that the Eng1 ish 
people would defend the rights of the people, and give a 
great i mpetus to democracy, but, to the surprise of al l ,  the 
English pre t'erred autoe!"acy to democracy; although Charles 
I was de .. td, the:� contin ued to long for a king. Within less 
than ten yen rs the res tG!·a tion of the monarchy had taken 
place and Charles IT wa �) welcomed back as king. This 
happened just at the time when the lvfanchus were entering · 
the Grea t "\Vall ,  before the downfall of the Ming dynasty* 
not much further back than two hundred or more years. 
Something over two centur ies ago, England had this one 
period of democratic governmen t, but i t  soon col lapsed and 
au tocracy again held sway. 
A hundred years later the American Revolution took 
p·�acc when the colon ies broke away trom England and 
declared independence, forming the federal government of 
the Uni [cd States of America. This state, which has now 
existed for one hundred fifty years, was the first in the 
modern world to carry ou t the principles of democracy. 
Ten years after the establishment of the American Repub­
lic, the French Revolution was precipitated. The situation 
at the time of the French Revolution was like this: Since 
Louis XIV had seized nll the power of the state and 
exercised absolute despotism, the people of France hud 
�l.l[Qred \ln told miseries; when his heirs displayed an even 
* 1403-1�4 A.D. 
greater cruelty and wickedness, the people were goaded 
beyond endurance and started to revolt. They killed Louis 
XVI ju�t as the English had k illed Charles I, after giving 
him a public trial and proclaiming his disloyalty to the 
state and to the people . But then all the other states of 
Europe arose to avenge the death of the French king 
and war was fought for over ten years, with the result that 
the revolution failed and mon archy lifted its head once 
more. From this time on, however, democratic ideas 
flourished all the more among the French people. 
Everyone who discusses the history of democracy knows 
about the French philosopher Rousseau, who advocated 
popular rights i� an extreme form and whose democratic 
theories generated the French Revolution. Rousseau's most 
important work out of . his li felong thinking and writing · 
upon democracy was his Social Contract. The idea upon 
which the book is built is this: Man is born with rights 
of freedom and equality, rights which were endowed by 
Nature but which he has thrown away. According to his 
theory, the people are given their sovereign rights by 
Nature; but, as we study the evolution of history, we see 
that democracy has not been Heaven-born but has been 
wrought out of the conditions of the times and the move­
ment of events. We can find no facts in the �olution 
of the race to bear out Rousseau's philosophy, which, 
consequently, lacks foundation. Opponents of democracy 
take Rousseau's unfounded arguments as material for their 
case, but we who believe in democracy do not need to 
start with discussion about it; universal pri nciples are all 
based first upon fact and then upon theory, theory does 
not precede fact. 
The theory in Rousseau's Social Contract that the 




Nature is fundamentally in conflict with the principle of 
h is torical evolu t ion,  and so the enemies of democracy have 
used Rousseau's unsound argument to stop the mouths of 
the supporters of democracy. Rousseau's idea that democ­
racy is naturally endowed was unreasonable, but for op­
ponents to use one false conclusion of his as an argumen t 
against all democracy is just as unreasonable . When we 
are s tudying the truths of the u niverse, we must begin by 
i nvestigating the facts and not depend merely upon the 
treat ises of scholars. Why, if Rousseau's philosophy was 
not based
"}.
upon fact, did all the peoples welcome it? And 
how was Rousseau able to produce such a treatise? He 
saw the power of the people rising into a flood and 
espoused the people's sovereignty; his democratic proposals · 
su ited the psychology of the time and made the masses 
welcome him. So, although his theory of democracy con­
flicted with the principles of historical progress, the spirit  
of  democracy wh ich was already coming to ·be a reality 
in the life of his  day caused him to be warm l y  received 
i n  spite of h is faulty arguments .  A nd i t may be added 
that Roussea u's advocacy of the original idea of democracy 
was one of the greatest contribu tions to govern ment in al l 
history. 
Since the begi nn i ng of human history, the kind of 
power which goyernmcnt has wielded has inevi t�1bly varied 
according to the circumstances and tendencies of the age. 
In an age wh ich reverenced gods, theocratic power had to 
be used; in an age of princes au tocratic power had to be 
used . But now the currents of the world's li fe have swept 
i n to the age of democracy and it behooves us quickly to 
study what democracy means. Because some of the treatises 
npon democracy, such as Rousseau's Social C,ontract, have 
been a bit inconsistent wi th true principles , is no re.ason 
why
· we should oppose all that is good in democracy as 
well. Nor must we think that democracy is impracticable 
because the monarchy was restored after Cromweu•s revolu· 
ti.o11 i11 England or because the revolution stretched o u t  
for s o  long a time in France. The French Revolu tion 
lasted eighty years before it succeeded. The p,_mcrican 
Revolution accomplished its aims in eight years, bu t Eng­
land after two hundred years of revolution still has a 
king. However, if we observe the steady progre;)S of the 
world from many angles� we are assured t.hnt th0 day of 
democracy is here; and that, no ma t : cr ··,vhat disappoint­
mc;1 ts and defeats democracy may meet, i t  will mai ntai n  
i ts�Ir for a long time to come upoD. ti- .c earth. 
Thirty years ago, therefore, we fellow rev�-:1 u lionists 
firmly resolved that, if we \vanted China to be s i ; ; ; :J g  and 
our revolution to be effect i ve, we must espouse the cause 
of democracy . Those Chinese who opposed democracy 
used to ask what strength there wns in our Revoluti o n ary 
Party to be able to overthrow the 1\1anchu emperor. B u t 
in 1 9 1 1 he fell  with one push, anothe r victim of the 
world tide. This world tendency has flowed from the­
ocracy on to autocracy and from autocracy now on to 
democracy, and there is no way to s tem the current. 
Autocracy in Eu�ope is on the wane. Great Britain uses 
a political party rather than a king to govern the country; 
it may be called a republic vvi th a king. From all this 
we see that not only theocracy but also autocracy will 
soon cru mble before the on-flowi ng world current. The 
present age of democracy is a sequence of the democra tic 
ideas in the Greek , and Roman abe and, while i t  has been 
only one hundred fifty years since the beginni ngs of de­
mocracy, its future will be growing brighter day by day. 




Umt we may 5c -ron owing the world current, and· second, 
that we may reduce the period of civil war. From ancient 
times in China, men of great ambition have all wanted to 
be king. Thus, when Liu Pang* saw Ch'in Shih Hwang 
riding out, he said, "That is the way for men of valor!, 
and Hsiang Yu** also said, "Let me usurp his place!" 
From one generation to another, there has been no end 
to this unscrupulous greed for power. When I launched 
the revolution, six or seven out of evel'y ten who came to 
our sup.Qort had imperialistic ideas, but after we made i t  
,.,. 
known that our revolutionary principles aimed not only at 
the overthrow of the Manchus but also at the establish� 
ment of a republic, this group gradually got rid of their 
selfish ambi tions . But there are sti l l  a few among them 
who, even in this thirteenth year of the Republic, cling 
to the old hope of becomi ng king, and this  is the reason 
why even among our followers there were some who fought 
against each other. When we first proclaimed our revolu� 
tion, we li fted up the rights of the people as the basis 
upon which to build our republic, wi th the hope that this 
would prevent the rivalry for Imperial power. 
To-day I am speaking about  the people's sovereignty 
' and I want you all to understand c lcn r ly  what it really 
means. Unless we do understand clea rly, we ca n never 
get rid of imperial ambi tions among us, a m bi t ions which 
will make even brethren in  a ca usc and ci t izcns of the 
same country fight one another. The whole  land wiU be 
torn year after year wi th civil s t rife and there will be no 
end to the sufferings of the people. Because I wanted us 
to avert . such calam ities, I lifted up the banner of de� 
mocracy as soon as the revolution began and determined 
* The founder of the Han dynasty (204 13. C.-2 19 A. D.) . 
** A rival of Liu l'aug. 
that we should found a republic. When we have a real 
republic, who wil l be king? The people, our four hundred 
mi l lions, will be king. This wi ll prevent everybody from 
struggling for power and will reduce the war evil i 11 China. 
The history of China · shows that every change of dynas ty 
has meant war. A peaceful period has always been fol low­
ed by disorder, disorder over the rivalry for kingship. 
Foreigtt countries have had wars over rel igion and. wars 
over freedom, but China in her thousands of years has 
h :J but one kind of war, the war for the throne. I11 order 
to avert further civil Yvllr, we, as soon as we launched 





APPEND IX C 
" THE PRINCI PLE OF L IVEL IHOOD , "  LECTURE FOUR 
I 
LECTURE FOUR 
Delivered on August 24, 1924. 
THE subject of my lecture to-day is 
the problem of . clothing. The first . important problem in 
the Principle of Livelihood is food, the next problem is 
clothing, and that is what I shall discuss now. Only man, 
only civilized man in fact, wears clothing. Other animals 
and the plants do not have clothes to wear, nor do savages 
wear clothes. Food, then, is the chief problem of live­
lihood and clothing is the second. The uncivilized races 
of Africa and Malaysia go without clothes, and so our 
primitive ancestors must also have lived naked. The 
wearing of clothes has come with the progress of civiliza­
tion; the more civilization advances, the more complex 
becomes the problem of clothing. The more civilization 
advanced, the more complete clothing became. 
How far have we got towards a solution of the clothing 
problem? Clothing is one of the necessities o f  life. In· 
the progress of human civilization, l iving standards evolve 
through three stages. The first stage is that of necessities. 
Without these necessities human life of course cannot exist, 
and without a sufficient amount of them, life is incomplete, 




num could not do without. Then man advanced to the 
second stage, the stage of comforts . Vvhen man reached 
this  standard of l ivi :lg, he began. to �· ::,ek not only the n.eces� 
sary things of life but also joy and comfort. Then he \vent 
a step further and looked for l uxuries. Take clothing, for 
example. In ancient times "grass cloth in summer and fur 
in win ter" were considered ample. Bu t  when man reached 
the sta ndn.rd of comfort, he wa s not content with clothing 
that should s i mply meet his physical needs; he wanted his 
clothi ng also to fit his body :md to be comfortable. Later 
ma n aJ. v'mced another step and began to seck beauty and 
refi nement in his clothing-light raw silks and del i cate 
lm;!.i�-ring in pla ce of grass cloth in the summer; otter n.nd 
sable furs in place of ordinary animal furs in the winter. 
Th us the wearing of clothing has d eveloped from the · wear­
ing of plain, necessary cl01 hing to the wearing of com­
fortable clothing, and from t h.e-. wearing of comfortable 
cl othing to the weafing of beautiful and luxurious clothing. 
In the same way the eating of food has evolved. At first 
man simply sought to fill his stomach with "green vegetables 
anq coarse rice." Then he beg:�n to desire the sweet and 
ju icy flavors of wine and cooked meat. Further on, he 
began to comb the mountains and the seas for delicacies 
and dainties. 
But in seeking a solution for tho problem of livelihood 
we are not dealing with comforts or with luxuries; we are 
simply trying to solve the problem of necessities. We want 
the four hundred millions thro ughout the nation to have 
the necessary food and clothing, enough to eat and to wear. 
The first step towards a solution of the problem is a s tudy 
of how materials for clothing are produced. Clothing 
materials come from animals and plants-two kinds from 
animals and two kinds from plants. These four materials 
! 
are silk, hemp or flax, cotton , and wool. Cotton and hemp 
are secured from plants, sil k and wool from animals. Silk 
is spun by the ch'an, or s i lkworm; · wool grows upon the 
backs of camels and other animals. These four products 
are the essent ial materials for man's clothing. 
Let us first consider silk. Silk is a fine material for 
clothes and was f i rs t  d i scovered in Ch i na.  The Chinese 
in very a ncien t l imes wore si l ks. Although the civilization 
of the Western Powers has now far outstripped ours, yet 
at the ti m e  when China discovered silk, their peoples were 
still in t he age of savagery and were still "ea ting raw meat 
and drink i n 1� blood." Not until . two or three centuries ago 
did their civiliza�ion begin to advance beyond ours and did 
they learn to use silk as the material for beautiful clothes. 
Now Westerners use silk to make some necessi ties but  
chiefly to  make articles of luxury. 
Although China discovered silk several thousand years 
ago, yet the key to the clothing problem of our four 
hundred millions is not silk. Our necessary articles of 
clothing are not made of silk, and a large proportion of 
the people cannot afford to wear silk. 
Our silk industry, the methods of producing silk and 
of making silk goods which we discovered, was once all 
very fine. But we did not know how to make imp�vements; 
and later when foreigners copied our industry, applied 
modern science to it and . introduced improvements in it, 
they were able to make silk superior to Chinese silk and 
to supplant the Chinese silk industry. Investigation will 
show that the decline of the Chinese silk industry is due 
to poor methods of production. A great many Chinese 
silkworms are diseased; in fact, half the silkworms in every 
crop turn out badly and die before maturity. If by chance 




worms does not make goods of fine quali ty or cotor. Our 
methods of silk r�el ing are also imperfect; the threads have 
too many breaks i t1 them and a re not su ited to the use of 
foreign silk looms. Consequently, Chinese s i lk  has grad­
ually lost out in competition with foreign silk. Several 
decades ago the foreign methods of seric ulture were just 
like the Chinese methods. When the Chinese farmer 
raises silkworms, the results are somet imes good; at other 
times, there is  a complete loss of the crop. The farmer 
has no other \vay to explain such different outcomes but 
to attribute them to fa te . This was also the case with 
fm�ign farmers . Then scientis ts began to discover the 
principles of biology and to study minutely all forms of li fe, 
not only those visible to the naked eye, but also, by menns 
of microscopes which magnified thousands of times·, tho:;e 
too smaH for the naked eye. 
In the cours� of such i nvestigations, a French scientist 
named Pasteur made the . discovery that all diseases of 
ani muJs, whe ther of human
_ 
beings or of silkworms , are 
c:::. use:d . by rninute organisms, or microbes. Unless these 
n:. �crob�s can be destroyed, the ci:seased animal will surdy 
die. .After spending much ti me and making extended re­
searches, Pasteur understood thoroughly the nature of 
these micro·organisms and was able to discover methods to 
eradicate them and so to rid the silkworms of disease. 
When these methods were communicated · to the silk 
growers of France and Italy, the diseased silkworms were 
greatly reduced in number and the cocoon spinning turned 
out very well. The silk industry was then able to make 
great progress; Later on, Japan began to study those 
methods end her silk industry began to advance. China's 
farmers, however, have always been conservativo and un­
will ing to learn new methods, so our silk industry has 
steadily declined. 
If China is to reform her silk industry and to increase 
silk production, her silk growers must learn foreign scientific 
methods and must improve the silkworm egg and the mul­
berry leaves; they must also study the best methods of 
reeling the si lk from the cocoons and of sorting and improv­
ing the various grades, qualities, and colors of raw silk . 
Then Ch ina's sil k industry will gradually progress and wilt  
be abl e t o  compete in the world's silk market . If Chinese 
do not i mprove their mulberry leaves and silkworm eggs 
and the quali ty of the raw silk, but stick to the old methods, 
China's s i lk i ndustry will  not only fail but will  probably, in 
the course of n,atural selection, be utterly · wiped out. 
Most of the people now in China do not wear silk, but 
our raw silk is shipped abroad in exchange for cotton 
fabrics and yarn. If Chinese silk is poor in quality, other 
countries wi ll not want it and the si lk will have no market. 
China then will not only lose one of her chief sources of 
wealth, but she will also have no material for making cloth­
ing, s ince she cannot export her silk in exchange for cotton 
goods and yarn. So if China wants her people to have 
the material necessary for clothing in order to solve their 
clothing problem, she must preserve her ancient industry, 
improve her silkworm eggs and mulberry leavel and reform 
her methods of silk reeling. China's gauzes and satins 
used to be very fine, unexcelled in any foreign country. 
But now the silk goods which come from foreign machine 
looms are much superior to Chinese goods. The exquisite 
silk goods which are now being used by wealthy Chinese 
famil ies all come from abtoad, which shows how our 
splendid na ti ve industry has been ru ined. To solve the 
silk problem, wo must not only improve silkworm eggs 




and of silk reel ing  in order to produce better silk, but we 
must  also learn foreign methods of weaving silks and satins 
by machinery. Then we can make beautiful silk goods 
for the us� of our people; when the home demand is met, 
we can ship the surplus  abroad in exchange for other goods. 
The second material of which clothes are tnade is 
hemp. Hemp also owes its fi rs t  discovery to China. In 
ancient times t.he Chinese found the method for making cloth 
from hemp, and this old method is  still fol lowed by all 
to-day. But Chiaese agricu l tur� never progresses, so the 
l i nen i tldustry has recently been taken from us by other 
countries. All the provinces of China raise hemp to a 
great extent, but the goods made from her!lp are suit- .. 
able only for s u m mer clothing and do not last more than 
one season . If we want to better the linen industry, we 
mus t mnke a deta iled and radical study of its agricultural 
side-how to ct1 ltivate hemp and flax and how to apply 
ferti l izers; and also of i ts manufacturing side-how to 
produc� ilnD  l inen thread. Then the linen industry will 
develop a nd manufactured l inen goods will be inexpensive. 
In the past the linen industry has depended solely upon 
hand labor; no :Y. ��chi.'!.e:y has been used. Hand. Hl�::.u­
f1ctu re not only consumes time and produces poor linen 
fabrics but also requires expensive capital. If we want 
to improve the l inen industry and manufacture linen 
fabrics, we must have a broad plan. All along the line, 
from the fields, where the hemp or flax is grown, to the 
factories, where linen fabrics are woven, ·we must apply 
the most tnodern scientific methods. If  we can efl'ect such 
a reform, then we shall get good linens and inexpensive 
mnterial for clothing. 
Silk and hemp as raw material for clothing were first 
discovered in China. ·But clothes nowadays are made . not 
only of silk and hemp or flax; most clothes are made of 
cotton, while wool is being used to an increasing extent. 
Cotton and wool are now necessary material for everyone's 
clothing. Cotton is not native to China; the Ceiba tree . 
cotton* was introduced from India. After China obtained 
cotton seeds from Ind i a  and began to plant them in various 
sections of the country, a nd after she learned how to spin 
and to weave cot ton, a cot ton industry was built up. 
Lately, however, foreign cotton cloth of a better quality 
than the na l ive c loth,  and quite i nexpensive, has been im­
ported i n to China. Chinese have preferred the fore ign to 
the na t i ve cloth, and so our native industry has been driven 
to the wall. This fneans that Chinese have to depend upon 
foreign countries for · the necessary clothing material. 
Small native i ndustries still in existence use foreign yarn 
in the weaving. You can see from this how the bottom 
has been knocked out of our cloth industry by other 
countries. 
Although China produces a great deal of cotton of 
good natural quality, yet, because her industries are un­
developed, she cannot herself use the raw cotton in the 
manufacture of good fabrics and yarn; she can only ship 
it for sale abroad. The clothes we wear every day are 
made of imported material for which we hat.ce to pay a 
high price. The high price we . pay is the send ing of our 
valuable money and food abroad in settlement. Such is 
the present condition of C.hina under foreign economic 
domination. 
Foreign nations do not oppress China with economic 
power alone. \Vhen foreign nations at times find their 
economic strength weak and cannot atta in their objectives 
in other ways, they add political force, In former days 




China's hnn.dwork competed aga inst foreign machinery 
and lost out, but that was pu rely an economic problem. 
The fai lure after th� European \Var of Chinese spinning 
and textile factories, which were competing against foreign 
nations with machinery modeled after theirs, was not an 
economic but a political problem. What methods do 
foreign nations use in their pol itical domination over 
China? After the Manchu Government had carried 
on wars with forei gn nations and had been defeated, 
China was forceL" to sign many une qual treaties. Foreign 
nations are still using these treaties to bind China, and as 
a resu l t China f:l i ts at whatever she attempts. If C'. l i na 
stood on an equal poli tical basis with other nations, she 
could compete freely witl, them in the economic field and 
be able to hold her own without  fai lure. But as soon as 
foreign nations use pol i tical power as a shield for their 
economic designs, then China is at a loss how to resist 
or to compete successfully wit� them. 
.. If we want to solve our livelihood problem and protect 
our native indus tries so that they cannot be attacked by 
foreign industries, we must first  have the politicd power 
to protect them. But China to-day in the grip of ihe 
treaties has not only lost her sovereign rights and the 
power to protect her own industries, but is actual ly glving 
protection to foreign industries. This comes of the cnp .. 
i talistic expansion, mechanical progress, and economic 
superiority of foreign countries; besides, foreign economic 
power is backed up by political power. 
In order to compete with other countries we must 
imitate the tariff policy of the Western nations. What has 
been theit: experience with this . policy? Several decades 
ngo, British industries ranked first in the world; whatever 
goods the world needed were all supplied by Great Britain. 
The United States at that time was still in the agricultural 
stage; the small industries which existed were being crush­
ed by British industries and had no chance to develop. 
Then the United States adopted a protective · policy and 
put a protective tariff into etTect. All British goods im­
ported i nto the United Sta tes had to pay a heavy duty 
of fifty to one hundred per cent ad valorem. This made 
the wholesale price of British goods so high that they. 
were u nable to compete with American goods. Many 
kinds of Bri t ish goods could no longer be shipped to the 
United S ta tes, and American industries began to grow 
until now they surpass British industries. Several decades 
ago Gennany was also an agricultural nation and the Ger­
man people also had to depend upon Great Britain for the 
goods which they needed. They were u nder the domina· 
tion of British industry. Later, when Germany adopted a 
protective policy, her industries also began to develop. In 
recent years German industries have gone ahead of every 
other nation's. 
It is clear from this that if we want Chinese industries 
to flourish , we must follow the protective policy of the 
United States and of Germany, resist the invasion of foreign 
goods, and protect our native goods. We cannot find a 
· solution for the livelihood problem in the ecottomic field 
alone; we must first take hold on the pol i tical side, abolish 
all unequal treat ies, and take back the customs out of' 
foreign control. Then we can freely increase the tariff 
and put into effect a protective policy. Such a policy will 
prevent foreign goods from pouring into China, and our 
home industries will naturally be able to develop. 
The most important raw materials which we must 
consider in dealing with our clothing problem are silk, 




produced in considerable quant i ty in China. Chinese wool 
is superior in quali ty to foreign wool, but the woolen in· 
dustry is not de veloped in Cb L�i · t ;  we do not manufacture 
woolens but ship o ur wool to oth er countries to lJe sold. 
Other cou ntries take our wool, make it i'nto wooJ en goods, 
and send these ·! . � .. : for sale: and profit making in China. 
If we co ul.d recov1.;t" our rights and employ the power of 
the state to develop our woolen industry, it would flo�1.rish 
along with the cotton i ndustry. If we had a prosperous 
woolen industry, then Chinese would not have to buy the 
woolen goods which they nee{l i n  winter from foreign 
countries. lf we have a surplus of wool we ca n market 
it abroad in the same way as we do our silk. But now 
the wool en industry is undeveloped in China, so the pel ts 
and the loose cut  wool which cannot be used in Chirl.a are 
sold at a l ow price abroad, made into woolen cloth and 
all kinds of felt goods, shipped back to China, and sold for 
our money here. This shows that  both our cotton and 
woolen industries a re suffering fro m  foreign politic�l and 
e conomic domi nation. In · ord�r to solve the clothing 
problem, we must util ize the great strength of the entire 
nation in a broad comprehensive plan, first recover our 
sovereign rights, employ the state's power to develop the 
agricultural and manufacturing industries in connection 
with silk, hemp, cotton, and wool, and take back our 
Maritime Customs for the protection of these industries, 
raising the duties upon exported raw materials and upon 
i mported manufactured goods. Then our spinning and 
textile industries will immediately begin to grow and the 
problem of clothing will reach a solution. 
Now ,that we see the solution for the problem of 
clothing materials, let us turn to the matter of clothing 
i ts :..�f. The wearing of clothes began, I said once before, 
as a protection against cold. The first function of clothing, 
then, was protection of the body. But as civilizatio� 
advanced , cl othes began to be used as bodily ornament 
and the second function of clothing came to . be beauti­
fication, "present i n g  a fine appearance." Savage man did 
not have any clothi ng for ornament, so he tattooed his 
body; that is, he n1arked and colored his flesh, Our 
ancien ts cal led Lhis wenshen, or decorating the body. 
Although c iv i l iza tion has advanced, yet · bodily ornament 
is s t ill conside : �,J the chief function of clothing, and the 
functions of defense aga inst cold and bodily protection are 
almost forgotten. In th is day of high l iving and extra­
vagant competi t ion, not only are clothing materials con· 
stantly nppearing in new forms, but the styles . of clothes 
every year show differences in size and changes in the 
tastes dicta ted by custom. More and more are clothes 
and ornaments considered a mark of worth, and the 
existence of gentry and literati considered as synonymous 
with cultural progress. 
\Vhen autocracy developed, clothing was used to dis­
tinguish ranks. The third function of clothing wa� then 
to mark class distinctions. Now democracy prevails and 
our classes are levelled down. However, the file and rank 
of the army and navy in a Republic are still i'dentified by 
their uniform. To the three functions of clothing just 
· mentioned-physical protection, bodily ornament, and class 
distinction-we must add a fourth, convenience. For we 
are considering clothing as the people's necessity in a day 
when all classes are becoming equal and labor is becom­
jng sacred. Let us say, then, that the clothing needed 
by our people must fulfill all the following functions-i t 
must protect the body, it must be good-looking, and it 




will truly be fine. 
In order to carry out the Principle of Livelihood and 
wi th these three uses of clothing in mind, the state should 
establish clothing factories everywhere on a large scale. 
These factories should manufacture the clothing needed 
by the people, according to the population and temperature 
of the seasons in the various sections of the country. Every­
one should be supplied with the necessary clothing; not 
one person should be left out. This is the duty which 
the government of the San Min Chu I state owes to its  
people with respect to the necessity of clothing. 
And the people must of course fulfill the obligations 
of citizenship to the state or disqualify themselves as 
citizens. Those who disqualify themselves as citizens dis­
qualify themselves as masters of the ·state. Lazy vagabonds 
are parasites upon the state and upon the people. The 
government should force them by law to work and try 
to convert them into honorable laborers, worthy to share 
in the rights and privileges of the nation. When loafers 
are eli minated and all men have a share in production, 
then there will be enough to eat and to wear, homes will 
be comfortable, and the people will be content, and the 
problem of livelihood will be solved.* 
* The lectures upon the Principle of Livelihood were never com· 
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